

A commentary of extract from the Chronicon Anglicanum

Lord Ralph, the fifth abbot of Coggeshall and a monk, wrote the Chronicon Anglicanum.[footnoteRef:1] This sample illuminates the political and religious climate of the time by revealing the author's and audience's interests. This analysis will examine the excerpt's content and consider the author's interests and the audience's expectations. [1: ] 

The story begins in 1207 with Lord Thomas, the former abbot of Coggeshall, dying and Lord Ralph becoming his successor. Lord Ralph was both an abbot and a chronicler, indicating intellectual and religious interests.[footnoteRef:2] The author states that he wrote the chronicle "commencing from the acquisition of the Holy Cross and extending until the eleventh year of the reign of King Henry III, the progeny of King John." The chronicle covers 1195, when the Holy Cross was taken, to 1223, Henry III's eleventh year. [2: ] 

Lord Ralph emphasises his meticulous efforts to document specific visions he received from esteemed individuals to enlighten and benefit a wide audience. The author's comment suggests a desire to examine the events' spiritual and theological aspects. The author wants to give readers a chronological history and ethical and metaphysical advice. This suggests that the author's target audience may include monks, clergy, and laypeople interested in religion.
According to the 1207 chronicle, Pope Innocent ordained Master Stephen Langton as Archbishop of Canterbury. The chronicle emphasises church matters by including the above event, which has great religious significance. The target demographic may be interested in ecclesiastical dynamics and the complex relationship between religious and secular powers.
The reference to King John's expulsion of the Canterbury nuns and seizure of the Church's assets highlights the King's strained relationship with The Church. This event shows the power dynamics and confrontations between secular and religious establishments at the time.[footnoteRef:3] Lord Ralph's audience will likely want to understand this relationship's complexities. [3: ] 

In 1208, Lord Ralph recorded that England and Wales were under a strict ecclesiastical interdict that suspended religious ceremonies and sacraments. The author's audience is religiously preoccupied. Lord Ralph's chronicle gives a historical account of the clergy and monks' expropriation, which would have been significant to a religious audience.
King John's promise to reconcile with the church and pope and his failure to do so reflect the political and religious upheaval of the time.[footnoteRef:4] The author uses these details to show the audience's interest in rulers' behaviour and interactions with the church. Leaders' ethical and religious devotion should be examined by the audience. [4: ] 

The birth of Richard, King John's second son, and Henry, Duke of Saxony, in 1209 are significant. These events are important in the political context of the day despite having no religious connection. The inclusion of Duke Henry, Emperor Otto's sibling, suggests foreign ties, which may interest political and social observers.[footnoteRef:5] [5: ] 

During mid-Lent, clouds and light clash in an intriguing way. While not directly related to politics or religion, this passage suggests that Lord Ralph's audience was interested in paranormal phenomena. The chronicle's tendency to record such events shows an audience with a deep interest in the extraordinary.
The passage describes King John's 1210 activities. These actions included taxing religious institutions heavily, subjugating the Cistercians, and sending a military force to Ireland. The reference to the Cistercians and the king's tensions shows that Lord Ralph's audience cares deeply about religious institutions and leaders. The audience may want to understand the complexities of King John and the church's ongoing conflict.
The passage emphasises Pope Innocent and Emperor Otto's unresolved conflict. Although this ecclesiastical dispute does not directly affect England, religious audiences would be interested in it because of the Catholic Church and its hierarchy.
Emperor Otto and King John were excommunicated in 1211, emphasising the chronicle's religious aspect.[footnoteRef:6] Lord Ralph emphasises the church's global influence and interests by summoning bishops and clerks from abroad. The author's readers may find the crowning of John, count of Brienne, as king of Jerusalem relevant because it reflects European politics. [6: ] 

This extract from 1212 concludes with the Scottish monarch's ceremonial knighthood of his children in London and his request for compensation after his sister Joanna's wedding. These events, though not religious, are crucial to the era's political and dynastic interests. Lord Ralph's audience is expected to be interested in the complex dynamics of political alliances across Europe and their effects on the English monarchy.
This section of the Chronicon Anglicanum demonstrates that the book is primarily concerned with political and religious matters, particularly the relationship that existed between the king and the church. The author, Lord Ralph, meticulously documents notable events and extraordinary incidents to pique the interest of readers who are interested in religion, politics, and Europe. It would appear that the audience is comprised of religious monks, clergy, and laypeople looking for moral and spiritual direction from historical narratives. The writing and content provided by Lord Ralph demonstrate that he has an understanding of the concerns and interests of the audience.
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