[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]



REFERENCE LIST

Bamboo Village. About Bamboo. Available at: https://bamboovillage.com.au/about-bamboo/ (Accessed 24th January 2019).

Bennett, J. (2004) ‘The Force of Things: Steps Toward an Ecology of Matter’ Political Theory. Vol. 32, No. 3, pp. 347-372. Thousand Oaks: SAGE Publications.

Campbell, E. (2018) ‘No “Flushable” Wet Wipes Tested So Far Pass Water Industry Tests’ BBC News. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-46188354 (Accessed 24th January 2019).

Can I Compost This? Can I Compost Cotton Wool? Available at: https://www.compostthis.co.uk/cotton-wool (Accessed 25th January 2019).

Clip-Art Images from: www.clipart-library.com (Accessed 24th January 2019).

Hawkins, G. (2017) ‘Ethical Blindness: Plastics, Disposability and the Art of Not Caring’ in Kinnunen, V. and Valtonen, A. (ed.) Living Ethics in a More-Than-Human World. Rovaniemi: University of Lapland. 

Ingold, T. (2013) ‘Chapter 7: Bodies on the Run’ Making: Anthropology, Archaeology, Art and Architecture. London: Routledge.

Jackson Reece. Environmental: Biodegradable Baby Wipes that are Better for our Planet. Available at: https://jacksonreece.com/environmental (Accessed 25th January 2019).

Latour, B. (2005) Reassembling the Social: An Introduction to Actor-Network-Theory. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

How Products are Made. Baby Wipes. Available at: http://www.madehow.com/Volume-6/Baby-Wipes.html (Accessed 23rd January 2019).






Naish, J. (2015) ‘How Wet Wipes are Destroying the Planet: From Clogging Up Our Sewers to Creating Floods of Noxious Waste and Even Triggering Outbreaks of Serious Allergies’ The Mail Online. Available at: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3003415/How-wet-wipes-destroying-planet-clogging-sewers-creating-floods-noxious-waste-triggering-outbreaks-allergies.html (Accessed 25th January 2019).

Thompson, M. (1979) Rubbish Theory. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Watts, J. and Smithers, R. (2018) ‘From Babies’ Bums to Fatbergs: How We Fell Out of Love with Wet Wipes’ The Guardian. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/may/11/from-babies-bums-to-fatbergs-how-we-fell-out-of-love-with-wet-wipes (Accessed 25th January 2019).

Wilcox, C., Puckridge, M., Schuyler, Q.A., Townsend, K. and Hardesty, B.D. (2018) ‘A Quantitative Analysis Linking Sea Turtle Mortality and Plastic Debris Ingestion’ Scientific Reports. Vol. 8, No. 12536. Available at: https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-018-30038-z (Accessed 24th January 2019).




image1.png
Baby wipes, makeup wipes, antibacterial wipes - disposable cleaning wipes made from plasfic fibres have
become a norm in many consumer societies, and are having @ monumental environmental impact as
: they accumulate in our oceans and landfills. They're also a stark reminder of the bizarre relationship of
wipe consumerism and disposal between humans and plastic - and he perception of disposabilty despite the
(S durabilfy of non-biodegradable plastic (Hawkins 2017)

Plastic products defy Thompson's Rubbish Theory of durabillty and fransience (1979) in that they have near-
enough infinite life spans and yet tend fo decrease in value over time, leading fo @ build up of items which
are no longer wanted, but will not degrade under natural conditions. Hawkins demonstrates how plastic
has become such a widespread and undenidble presence in human life that it is, in ifself an actant with
agency, in reciprocal correspondence with humans rather than simply being used (2017); Hawkins’
explanation is reminiscent of object agency theories put forward by numerous academics (Bennett 2004;
Ingold 2013; Latour 2005) whose overarching theme is that materials are afforded agency by the properties
which they possess. The extreme durability and adaptability of plastic has afforded if an almost authoritative
role over humans, dictating ifs own possibilties through its material properties. Disposable wipes are just one:
ofthese possibilities, and yet have an increasing and lasting impact on the environment.

Raw materials:
Plastic is made from
petrol cellulose,
which is extracted
from crude oil. Crude
oil is a finite fossil
fuel, meaning there is
a limited amount of
the resource.

Manufacturing:

Plastic fibres are blended with other materials such as cotton and rayon and
pressed into non-woven fabric. A range of cleansing ingredients, moisturisers,
preservatives and thickeners are added (madehow.com). Wipes are
generally packaged in non-biodegradable plastic.

LANDFILL? RUBBISH!
Transport:
Finished products are transported fo retailers
via freight lorry. The majority of the disposable
wipes used in the UK are made here.

“If longevity be judged by.. perdurance

or life expectancy of a thing” (Ingold 2013),
the agency that disposable wipes have over
the environment doesn’t end when they get

fo landfill.

Retail:
Wipes are sold, in some form, in the majority of
supermarkets and general stores. The UK disposable wipe
market was estimated in 2015 af being worth £500million
per year, increasing at a rate of around £10million annually
(Naish 2015).

The concoction of chemicals in the wipes
affect the disintegration process of other
landfill items - particularly antibacterial
wipes, which Kill the bacteria and
enzymes needed to break rubbish
down (Naish 2015).

Use:

Disposable wipes are used in many different settings beyond the
home - medical centres, restaurants and industrial cleaning are
also among the biggest uses of wipes. If is estimated that, globally,
humans use around 450 billion wipes annually. That's about 14,000
per second! (Watts and Smithers, 2018).

ECO-FRIENDLY ALTERNATIVES

+ BAMBOO - fast growing, needing littie water
to grow and being more Co2 absorbant DON'T FLUSH!
than cotton or timber, bamboo is one of the: :
most eco friendly alfernatives fo plastic Even wipes marketed as
fibres (bamboovillage.com.au). The fibre is flushable usually contain
sfrong and 100% biodegradable; bamboo microplastic which contaminate
ﬂbfekd‘f%oscb‘s LS G‘feogvb o water. The BBC found that all “lushable”
SRR E eI Cel=S wipes marketed in the UK have so far

failed the water industry’s disintegration

+ WOOD - UK company Jackson Reece fests (Campbell 2018). Microplastics are the
&?gﬁi‘?gﬁﬁ;@':;ﬂo‘gf gggggprg‘;]'gle biggest contaminant of sea life, which then
baby wipes, made in much the same affects our own food chain - a recent
manner as bamboo wipes. study of deceased turtles washed up

on Australian beaches found that

0 gggﬁ: ;r‘;\"g‘s‘fpcecs'r"‘;’c‘j: ‘?‘gﬁzgsggg‘? itis around a quarter of the turties
the world” (compostthis.co.uk) meaning that had ingested plasfic (Wilcox
coton alternatives fo disposable wipes et al. 2018),
should preferably be reusable. Many cotton
wool products are also blended with @
synthetic fibres, so cotton alternatives should
Ibe researched prior to use. @ % @





