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Is Black Mirror predicting or Creating the future of Technology?
Since my first exploration of the British science fiction anthology television series, I have grown deep fascination with Black Mirror and everything it teaches. The constant battle of debating whether or not their story is sarcastically ridiculous or scarily realistic is ones of its many ways the show retains my otherwise drifting attention span, or lack thereof.   
I get a sudden sense of shock and horror when a friend or family member informs me that they have not seen Black Mirror and I take it upon myself to expose and educate them to this world of science fiction unlike another. While reactions of reluctance is a certain, I tend to think back to the idea of how I would react, had it been me being shunned for not watch a genre I least enjoyed by a psychotic fan wanting me to indulge in a time consuming activity. In actual fact, I would have rejected the science fiction label that clung to the front of it but after hearing my boyfriend’s heavy praises, I thought about it and gave it a go. It was only fair as I had forced him to watch endless episodes of Jane the Virgin and Ru Paul’s Drag Race- shows that were out of his comfort zone.
Which brings me here, now, proposing a concept to question for my final year dissertation. After countless hours of procrastinating my work to watch a black mirror episode for the 4th time, I thought that it may be the best time to put all that into something productive. 
Source 1
As I watch this compelling show, I begged to question who the great mind behind Black Mirror is. Wired.com has released an article to countdown the latest seasons release that describes Charlie Brookers process of creation. Charlie Brooker is one of the co-creators of Black Mirror and it was very interesting just seeing a small insight into what goes into creating an episode on the anthology series. According to Wired.com, Charlie Brooker is anxious about pretty much everything. Apparently, when enters a room, he instantly begins to think about the fastest and easiest way to get out as well as the threat of people attacking him on the way. On a high stage, he questions what it would feel like to fall off. “For the Black Mirror co-creator any new situation offers up a veritable buffet of potential disasters.”
Wired.com continues to write, “Brooker is no more immune to the downsides of technology than any of us. "I wake up and I immediately reach for my phone without thinking - and I'm addicted to the ceremony," he said. "I can find myself slipping in a miniature coma 100 times a day [...] I'm not aware of time passing and it does feel like my brain snaps out of it and I have to step back into things."
This perfectly captures the essence of the title of the show and the show itself which I intend to discus in greater detail in the final source. While I understood the title almost instantly, even if it was aided with the imagery of a cracked screen, many others have struggled. Although there is no rights or wrongs with any aspect of the show, interpretation is all one can judge by, including the title itself. 
Charlie Brooker, the co-creator as mentioned previously, explained the possible double meaning during an interview with The Guardian in 2014, but one many have missed. Brooker said "Any TV, any LCD, any iPhone, any iPad—something like that—if you just stare at it, it looks like a black mirror, and there's something cold and horrifying about that, and it was such a fitting title for the show."
In addition, the title has been interpreted in a way that describes it to be a metaphor for holding a mirror to the blackest, darkest parts of society. A statement strongly backed up in the episodes. 
Although, I have only described the show to be literal “black mirror” of the show, Brooker ensures that its not all doom and gloom. Brooker has pointed out that we actually "overlook the humour" in the Netflix anthology series – “and given his background in comedy, maybe we shouldn't be too surprised.” 
"I think it’s often easy for people to overlook the dark humour that is in Black Mirror," he explained at the Broadcasting Press Guild Awards in London.
Since attending this course, I have realised that the one of the areas I need to work on creative narrative writing, and I continue to take advice from those around me and those whose work I admire. To read articles and see that me and Charlie Brooker are similar in many areas inspires me to take what others may see as a flaw of personality or even difficult times I have experienced to take that and uses it as a foundation to create a powerful story. 
Source 2- Image 
Recently, my cousins from the far land of Manchester came to visit me and my family. After the classic lines of being shocked about how much they’ve grown were made and how much weight I’ve gained, the 7 and 9 year old that once was so social and active, sat down and were engulfed in their iPads and iPhones. For a moment I wondered how odd it was till I looked down at the clutch of my phone that my hand was al to familiar with. After speaking to them about it, their parents told me how they were allowed to use them but not in the first 2 hours of waking up which sure enough the morning after they had slept over, shown that they weren’t allowed. Not being allowed didn’t mean they would try their best to challenge that. Excuses from how they aren’t home or it’s a bank holiday that somehow changed the air in the room or the direction of water flow that made the rule invalid on this occasion. It led me to think about how parents enforce such a rule if any at all or if I was the only one that was given my first phone at the age of 13 that differed to my 7 year old cousin getting the latest iPhone on the midnight of her 7th birthday. 
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But before all that, I came across my the source in questioning if black mirror could predict the future. For my dissertation, I chose the image above created by black mirror to promote their third season in the year of 2016 as one of my sources. I remember feeling the power and the impact that this had on me and really enforced the idea of the show in its ways of shining a mirror to society. I pride myself in having the ability to interpret an image to multiple possible directions. In addition to its timely discovery, this image stood out to me in the ironic way of catching my attention for being dark and spot lit advert in contrast to other promotional images that are brightly coloured and vivid. I like how the lighting directs the viewer to the child by illuminating the child with the tablet screen. Black Mirror intrigues me further with the use of their signature features of a crack screen and glitched text in all their promotional images. So much so that they have do not need to use their show name anywhere. While other companies would be worried, I highly commend Black Mirror for their bravery but I also see where they are trying to go as I assume they are advertising, not to get new viewers but rather current fans that have been waiting for new seasons. This to me shows how advanced and how much reach they know they know they have to not need to do so.   
Out of all that, the biggest aspect that made me use this image as a source to reference in my work was the slogan “The Future is Bright” which refers to the bright screen but also a nod to the multiple articles that insinuate that Black Mirror predicts the future. 
And they aren’t wrong.
Source 3 with connections to dissertation question – Predicting the future
 “If I can predict the future, we should be worried”. This was a quote from Brooker in an interview with the channel “offset” and that got me thinking about what that could mean. Black mirror has been spoken about on and offline for many reasons and rightly so but one discussion that comes up regularly and one that my dissertation revolves itself around is the question if Black Mirror predicts the future or not. And if not, does it create it?
Business Insider has collected the Black Mirror episodes and events corelated to them that have happened after the episodes release. “Saying a TV show is "so good it's scary" is usually a figure of speech. With Netflix's hit sci-fi drama "Black Mirror," it takes on a far more literal (and terrifying) interpretation.” says Business Insider writer, Chris Weller. 
The following has been taken from Business Insider with alterations in some areas. It directly links itself to my question for my dissertation while giving me information suitable for my dissertation.  
“This is futurism for futurists," Dylan Hendricks, program director of the Ten-Year Forecast at the research organization the Institute for the Future, told Business Insider. Part of what makes "Black Mirror" so unsettling is that its episodes take place in worlds that could easily pass for our own, save 
“In the pilot episode, titled “The National Anthem”, terrorists threaten to kill a hostage unless the British prime minister has sexual intercourse with a pig on national television. "I can't think of anything that wasn't realistic," Hendricks said. At least from a technology perspective, "it's totally possible." It also may have actually happened, if the stories about former PM David Cameron's university antics are true.
The second episode, “A Million Merits”, in the series imagines a distant future in which people must pedal on stationary bikes to power their building and earn currency ("merits") for food and entertainment. Hendricks said the episode rethinks the entire nature of society based on the trend of "freemium" mobile games, create feedback loops of desire that keep people coming back for more. He said this episode is the one his colleagues find most satisfying to watch because it takes a real-world phenomenon to its most extreme. "This is a very different alien society than the one we live in," he said, "and one that has taken our phones and turned them into the built environment." 
In the “History of You” episode, the show imagines what might happen if people could record every waking moment of their lives and re-watch the memories whenever they wanted. The device is called a "grain." Hendricks acknowledged no such technology is capable of tapping into memories so directly, but we seem to be inching toward such a future with devices like Snap Inc.'s Spectacles— camera-equipped sunglasses that can record up to 10 seconds of video. Hendricks said the only leap the episode makes is saying the technology will get cheaper, better, and more widespread.
In my personal favourite, “Be Right Back”. A woman's husband dies and she learns about a service that can use machine learning to essentially bring him back to life, using photos, videos, and social media posts to recreate his essence. At first, she just chats with him online. Then they speak by phone. Finally, a real-life version is living with her and helping to raise her daughter. Those first two forms of communication already exist in the world, Hendricks said. Chatbots running artificial intelligence and personality detection services like Crystal, which pulls online data about people so users can tailor emails and messages to their personality, reveal the steps we're taking to make AI as smart as humans someday.
”The Waldo Moment” is where we see comedian does too good of a job as the voice of Waldo, a CGI cartoon bear, he learns Waldo will run for office. And he begins to succeed, much to the comedian's chagrin. Hendricks said this is another case similar to "The National Anthem," in which the social commentary on politics often favouring entertainment over substance is much stronger than the technology predictions. However, it is a fairly common technique to map human behaviours to an avatar. Most recently, Facebook demonstrated its plans to create avatars of people using Oculus Rift virtual reality.
“Nose Dive” has to be a close second for me. The first episode of the third season relies on a system of social ratings similar to how people can issue ratings for on-demand services like Uber or Postmates. Each person has a permanent contact lens that lets them see a rating beside people's heads and see how ratings influence the score in real-time. Microsoft's Hololens is the closest analog in today's technology, Hendricks said, even if the goggles are still much clunkier than a sleek contact. 
One major aspect that I want to bring into my dissertation is the system of social credit scores taking off in China, in which citizens earn specific scores for how often they default on loan payments, get traffic tickets, and break other forms of "social trust." Chronic trust-breakers can have a harder time accessing certain services.
Cybersecurity is front and center in the third episode of the third season, as hackers spying through a teenager's webcam blackmail him into a series of high-risk and sometimes fatal encounters. 
"I would say 'Shut Up and Dance' is more of a terrifying PSA than anything else," Hendricks said. Hackers already take over people's webcams and leak sensitive personal information around the world. "Black Mirror" gets novel in exploring what might happen if the hackers decide to have some fun with their victims.
“Another episode based in augmented reality, "Men Against Fire" imagines a military technology that changes what soldiers see, smell, and hear to make the horrors of war more tolerable. And like the other AR-based episodes, Hendricks said this one feels close to home for him as a futurist given many of today's technologies began in military contexts. In civilian life, too, research at Stanford is exploring face-swapping technology, while Snapchat already lets users perform a version of the same.”
“An overprotective mom has a chip implanted into her daughter's head in “Archangel” that lets the mother see and hear everything that the daughter does. She can even check an app that shows her the daughter's biometric data and allows her to blur out scary imagery, such as a barking dog, directly from the girl's vision.Hendricks believed this episode is among the most plausible in the newest season. Fitness trackers capture biometric data, and companies like Catapult, a performance analytics company, can gather data on athletes' movements and health. In 2011, researchers at Berkeley even sketch of people's vision by measuring their brain activity in an MRI, and based on the patterns they saw, reproduced what the person might be looking at.
Black mirror braught us “Hang the DJ”. “Frustrated by a dating system that automatically pairs people together with no free will, a man and woman decide to escape — ultimately realizing they live in a simulation of an ultra-intelligent dating app. In real life, their phones spit out a 99.8% match score based on 1,000 such simulations. Aside from the main characters' gift of consciousness, Hendricks said dating apps will almost certainly become sophisticated enough to run simulations like this. "We already have a lot of algorithmic matching going on on different dating sites," he said. "As we accumulate more data about ourselves, about how people are reacting in different situations, I won't be surprised if we find in the next two years a system that can match people with these kinds of percentages."
End of extract. 
I intend to use these as well as further research into questioning if Black Mirror predicts or creates the future of technology.
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