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Dear Proposals Team
[bookmark: _Int_O5qCIosK][bookmark: _Int_3ST0C8fF][bookmark: _Int_b9aZVpaH][bookmark: _Int_VCu7OxUQ][bookmark: _Int_kDtHaGOD][bookmark: _Int_9vRffAHy][bookmark: _Int_DDq6FU9S][bookmark: _Int_8blbM7KV]After much research into the possible ways of publishing my book, I have found Strange Attractor Press stands out from the crowd. You have a fascinating back catalogue of fiction writers and I believe we would make a great fit with common interests in the stranger stories and similar ideologies; I think we could have a highly successful working future together. I could see my book fitting in with some of your established authors who are currently in print like “Our Fatal Magic” by Tai Shani for example or “The Space Oracle” by Ken Hollings.
[bookmark: _Int_0Z0mth1l]I have a BA in Creative Writing and have developed my manuscript over the three years of my degree using the Spellanthropists manuscript in my thesis. 
[bookmark: _Int_POGYVo7H][bookmark: _Int_vYoc2o7K][bookmark: _Int_4iPhKq1h]This story is a work of speculative fiction aimed at young adults, or people who enjoy accurate historic magical practices entwined in the modern world and its corrupt political system. The story consists of five parts and is told using a poly-perspective format. The five main characters each have their own version of events leading up to the finale, exploring variations of magic from history and around the world. I have included elements of epistolary writing for communication between characters story lines and illustrations to show genuine spells and healing remedies. Culminating in a big battle finale and a twist for revenge leaving the door open to a potential future project.
Title: Spellanthropists
Part one: Terra Ferma
Part two: Lungs of Life
Part three: Poison in the Water Hole
Part four: Scorched Earth
Part five: Dead or Alive


Synopsis
[bookmark: _Int_7THXyzbr]Based around a Travelling community spread out into elemental tribes working to keep the balance of the Earth and its inhabitants through Spellanthropy a selfless healing magic. The war of Balance was lost, and the Dark Dewin have taken control of Westminster with their Crow Cabinet wielding blood magic over the whole country in a government backed austerity regime. The more miserable people are the stronger the Crow Cabinet becomes.
[bookmark: _Int_Si0kpGmF][bookmark: _Int_EPTjy9GA][bookmark: _Int_1Fvanq7f][bookmark: _Int_c2pKZvR4]After many years of the right-wing authoritarian control the humans catch a plague from the increased number of Deamons being allowed to torment freely (The Cabinet feed their dark magic off the negative charge created from the Deamons interactions with the humans). The plague wipes out half the population and sterilizes the rest, bar a few special vessels that would become more precious than gold to most ... but nothing more than breeding stock to the regime, a commodity that is tagged, bagged and basted; farmed and abused like the dairy trade does to cattle. 
[bookmark: _Int_Em4OGVbz]Amid the War for Balance a baby is born in the ways of an ancient prophecy, a warrior for change and a beacon for hope literally. Tradgey strikes and both parents are dead. The child named Astraea is hidden for many years waiting until the day she learns her true nature and purpose, that day comes when the plague is ravaging the country an extinction event is imminent; The Elemental Tribes come together again in one last attempt to right the balance of magic and Astraea is the secret weapon. Astraea must go on an epic journey to save the world while battling her grief and her hormones as she becomes a woman and a Hud Druid, powerful and immaturely omniscient. Will the revelations be too much? Will the truth break our young heroin? Which side will be victorious?
Author info
[bookmark: _Int_35EG3TeS][bookmark: _Int_PvS0xXph][bookmark: _Int_UZmdnybl][bookmark: _Int_PM7VsR4R][bookmark: _Int_6wKfXGq4][bookmark: _Int_UG7QRtYH][bookmark: _Int_79b1YXaj][bookmark: _Int_1S4YhcWe][bookmark: _Int_60jc6VOb][bookmark: _Int_0EfiLc9W][bookmark: _Int_CsLysxDO]I come from a New Age Traveller background steeped in magic, wildness, and anarchy. I wanted to share this magic with the world as so often New Age Travellers are dubbed savage drug addled wasters the outcasts of society. Maybe I can shed light on the magic within the culture not seen by the public due to biased media coverage, show the freedom of creative output that encourages a respect for the earth and an appreciation of what you have; a connection to each other and to oneself that only comes from true freedom from consumerism and the rat race allowing imagination and individuality to thrive in rebellion to the oppressive patriarchy of government. 
I would love to answer any queries you may have and look forward to any feedback. I hope you enjoy the story and the concept. Thank you for taking the time to read my proposal. 
Sincerely, 
Nammu Griffiths Johns



[bookmark: _Int_cKWMzwcJ]List of possible publishers for fiction
[bookmark: _Int_AGfLpDot][bookmark: _Int_kPX10fLV][bookmark: _Int_fvYLFCdD][bookmark: _Int_jv9nUfWj][bookmark: _Int_PGtIt3Da][bookmark: _Int_Ymox6bkj]Penguin Random House- Although this company saturates the market, I think for my first publication I would be lost in their in tray and likely fall by the wayside. I think if I were to broach this company or any of the companies listed below, I would be in better stead with an agent and at least one publication under my belt. 
Harvard Square Editions.
Autumn House Press.
8th House Publishing.
Gray Wolf Press.
Seven Stories Press. 
Coffee House Press. 
Soho Press.
List of publishers for fiction accepting unsolicited manuscripts
[bookmark: _Int_hpNEVWXK][bookmark: _Int_n4HyAXpY][bookmark: _Int_BQG7Qrld][bookmark: _Int_v98D2P9X][bookmark: _Int_V1fwYH02][bookmark: _Int_b0lLZ9Kx][bookmark: _Int_9CCmfXjb][bookmark: _Int_JEoOMtbW]Flashlight Press- in researching for my fiction novel I have found a few interesting options for publishing my children's book. It is fully written and halfway through the illustration stage although the module is not long enough for me to come to a well researched decision on the best fit for this work, however flashlight press piqued my interest with its awards in the children's genre and book illustrations.
[bookmark: _Int_0AdDEAc6][bookmark: _Int_FMS2AHrX][bookmark: _Int_4IXhDBxM][bookmark: _Int_RA4K4S9q][bookmark: _Int_Z9x7fHhP][bookmark: _Int_Bwnun4eV]Seren Books- being based in Wales, this publisher has a huge appeal and the fact that they champion Welsh writers could work in my favor they also have a good author list who have won literary awards. I haven't chosen to go with this publisher as they prefer short stories but they are definitely one to keep in mind.  
[bookmark: _Int_AOrrGvk1][bookmark: _Int_pVgyfosf]Strange Attractor Press- my choice for my thought experiment is Strange Attractor Press as their eclectic collection of titles seems to fit with the ethos of strange I'm looking for, plus the fact that they are a small company means a more hands on approach and hopefully more passion for the books they choose to publish.
Reflections
[bookmark: _Int_C05wyUSe][bookmark: _Int_AeDt432A][bookmark: _Int_vgCURErm][bookmark: _Int_jtUamqFd]I have found my classmates choices very interesting and would not have considered how many paths there are to take within the creative writing career if it were not for the different outcomes people had to the same questions posed to everyone, fascinating how varied the job prospects after graduation can be.
[bookmark: _Int_he4wufu2][bookmark: _Int_PFfvz4zU][bookmark: _Int_QYWfdXbW][bookmark: _Int_WGMnc9oO][bookmark: _Int_1Mc3asHI][bookmark: _Int_liDWrvRa][bookmark: _Int_kFIoOogE][bookmark: _Int_3jgS0m8n][bookmark: _Int_nFdjlSKd][bookmark: _Int_XAJ7jJ9l][bookmark: _Int_28BamVTp][bookmark: _Int_gGdYulk3][bookmark: _Int_sLXdbGDd][bookmark: _Int_zmaUR3xn]    In researching the assorted options for publication, I have realised that it is beneficial to have a literary agent if you want to be considered by the elite publishing houses, their reasoning is the quality of work would come to them at a higher standard and need less editing from their in-house editors. Having an agent also helps with the underlying nepotism within the industry. If I cut out the middleman, then my options are significantly reduced but not completely dire.
[bookmark: _Int_64MB4RXe][bookmark: _Int_MQOZJqoI][bookmark: _Int_MEMXvz4w][bookmark: _Int_mLuCD3Cx][bookmark: _Int_6lNGbYYd][bookmark: _Int_CGtdG3hQ][bookmark: _Int_H9rVT7Kn]    All publishers prefer that you don’t send them a proposal unless you have a finished manuscript that can be sent as soon as requested if the excerpts have caught their eye, this can be the difference between getting a contract or not. The smaller publishing houses have less saturation of the market but are more likely to accept unsolicited manuscripts and cater to the genre or niche that I am writing for rather than the scope of the big companies. The benefit of going with a smaller publisher is their knowledge within the genre and even if they do not choose to print my book for any reason, I hope to gain some valuable feedback to take into my next proposal. My biggest lesson so far is, there are a large number of companies out there waiting to rip you off, if I have to supplement half or all the costs of publication then they have absolutely no interest in advertising or networking my book because they have already been paid.
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