OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1 
	Date and time, year group: 27 September, Morning. Year 9. 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
· The lesson observed was Design Technology.
· The class was a mixed ability group (not in a set) 
· It is a small classroom size of around 16. 
· All pupils seem to enjoy and are engaged with the lesson.
· It is a calm environment. 
· Pupils are confident offering feedback.





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
The first incident that I will discuss is based upon behaviour management within a classroom. Throughout the lesson a pupil was displaying potentially challenging and disruptive behaviour. Some examples of this were the pupil talking very loudly about things not related to the classroom activity, tapping equipment loudly against the desk and on one occasion walking over to a different group and talking with them. The teacher managed this behaviour in a number of ways. Some examples of this were providing regular extension tasks, frequently involving the pupil during classroom discussions, providing support during tasks, one to one questioning when the teacher saw that the pupil was off task and after the pupil finished tapping equipment against the desk and placed it down the teacher went over, brought the pupils focus to the board through questioning and then removed the equipment.

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Areas of possible exploration are;
· Behaviour management 
· Managing the learning enviornment 




	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
· There are few distractions.
· It is prior to lunchtime. 
· It is a calm environment. 
· Directions are clear. 



Record 2
	Date and time, year group: 27 September, Morning. Year 7. 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
· The lesson observed was Science.
· The class was a mixed ability group (not in a set) 
· It is a standard classroom size of around 30. 
· All pupils seem to enjoy and are engaged with the lesson.
· It is a busy environment as it is a practical lesson. 
· Pupils are confident in leading the learning and have provided a good depth of understanding when designing their own questions.

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
The second incident is based upon the activity the teacher utilised to summarise the lesson. The teacher utilised a game called ‘splat’ where there were a number of words placed up on the whiteboard that came up earlier in the lesson. Two pupils were given fly swatters and would stand each side of the whiteboard. The teacher then explained that the pupils had to look in their books to understand the words that are up on the board and come up with questions. The teacher explained that it was going to be a student-led task and that the teacher would do nothing except stand on the side and watch. The pupils would put their hand up and one of the two pupils standing by the whiteboard would choose someone to ask a question. After the question was asked it was a race between the two pupils to see who could swat the correct answer the fastest. If neither were correct then the pupil that asked the question would explain what the correct answer was and how their question related to that answer. The teacher's only involvement within the activity was confirming the correct answer after a pupil explained why it was correct. 

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Areas of possible exploration are;
· Student-Led Activity.
· Assessment for Learning.
· Blended Learning Experiences 
· Long term and short term memory

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
· There are a number of distractions as there are practical activities going on with all pupils on their feet.
· It is the first lesson of the day so early in the morning. 
· It is a busy environment. 
· Directions are clear. 
· Consequences are explained and upheld during the practical task.



Record 3
	Date and time, year group: 26 September, Afternoon. Year 7. 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
· The lesson observed was ICT.
· The class was a mixed ability group (not in a set) 
· It is a Standard classroom size of around 30. 
· All pupils seem to enjoy and are engaged with the lesson.
· It is a calm environment but can sometimes get slightly louder due to the nature of collaboration tasks involving discussion. 
· Pupils are confident in providing feedback and suggestions within the lesson. 

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
The third incident is based around problem based activities and assessment for learning. The teacher uses a strategy of afl through displaying the success criteria at the beginning of the lesson. The teacher leads a session on creating safe passwords. The teacher started this with a task with a game of true or false. 5 passwords were shown on the board and pupils had to say true or false if they were a strong password. The teacher followed this up with another strategy of afl by questioning the pupils as to why they think that, so pupils demonstrate an understanding of what makes a strong password (quality of questioning and talk). The teacher then used these examples and pupils had to work in groups to discuss how they would strengthen these passwords. The teacher then related how these recommendations demonstrated that learners had met the success criteria.   

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Areas of possible exploration are;
· Problem Based Learning.
· Assessment for Learning.
· Blended Learning Experiences.
· Collaboration/group tasks
· Constructivism. 
· Behaviour Management. 

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
· There are few distractions due to discussion tasks.
· It is the first lesson after lunch time. 
· It is a calm environment but can become louder. 
· Directions are clear. 
· Teacher reinforcing expectations around behaviour management when finishing discussions.



