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Prior to coming into this course, I had little understanding of myself as well as what to expect in this course.  Based on reading my course notes, and handout it initially helped me understand the direction and approach that the course was taking.  The course has also challenged to me look at things from different perspectives.  It has also helped me to stop and analyse what I have read or hear from others telling me and trying to fit these new ideas into my personal background. While at the same time challenging myself to new ideas and concepts.  I have come to understand that there are opportunities to continue to further build on my existing skills as well as the need to understand what skills are need whether they be academic or employability skills that I should have in order to succeed in my university course work or to help me find a job.  

My Personal Reflection
The great thing about enrolling into this course is that it has helped me to develop the ability to self-reflect following the classwork as well as after reading up on my notes and carrying out research in the library.  Furthermore following further personal reflection, I have identified a number of different skills that I possessed.  On further reflection, I can see that with some of these skills I am fully competent and can easily carry out these skills, with other skills, there is further room for improvement and this can be achieved through practise, work experience, and getting exposed to new things.  Lastly I there are some skill sets that I do not currently poses and these are just as important as others that I have as feel they will be of great benefit to me when I am looking for a job or moving into a new role in the company I am working with.  By working on acquiring those sets of skills I hope that it will add credibility to my CV and chances of employment.  The benefit of acquiring some of these skills for example the ability to communicate is that it can be applied both in an academic and employment context.
Nevertheless initially I was a little apprehensive about doing this course as I was worried that I would not be able to properly express myself whether this is through written assignment or in group activities.  I understand that in academic learning, there is a different approach taken to be able to communicate your thoughts and ideas across to the reader or listener.  The challenge for me was how to articulate my ideas and thoughts and to be able to present all this in a meaningful and cohesive manner in order for the receiver to understand my thoughts and viewpoints.  Although as the course progressed I had the opportunity to interact with people around me to share ideas and discuss things we had learnt during the class.  Sometimes it felt overwhelming being with people and sometimes it was intimidating listening to people talk as they appeared to know more than me.  However what I realised is that everyone come with different experiences and backgrounds and the opportunity for me is to learn from their experiences.       

Skills I have Learnt
Based on what we have learnt in class I have identified a number of both soft skills and essential skills that are need in order to succeed both academically and skills that will help position myself in terms of employment.  This has been of great benefit to me as it has given me the opportunity to self-assess myself in order to identify the skills I required in order to progress forward.  In addition to this the course has also allowed me to identify the gaps in my skill set as well as identify ways to fill the gaps in my skill set.
I had identified a number of different skills that can be developed however I would like to touch on one particular skill within an employment context and that is the skill referred to as commercial acumen.  This was a skill gap that I could see I had and one which was important to have one when trying to find employment.  Based on self-reflection and discussing with others, I believe that this skill set be developed through familiarising myself and building my industry knowledge by reading through periodicals, articles and other printed materials pertaining to the industry I am interested in.  This provides me with the opportunity to get an insight into different organisations in the industry, regulations and legislation surrounding the industry as well as having a sense of issues that is common through the different organisations in that industry. I can also join up with clubs or associations on campus giving me the opportunity to meet other likeminded people and importantly to build my network.  I also can take on volunteer work, part time employment or apply for internships into an organisation.  This gives me first hand opportunity to be exposed to ideas and to get an insight into the workings of the organisation whilst in turn gaining valuable experience.
In addition my communication skills is one of the fundamental skills that is needed in order to succeed in the different stages of life whether this be one’s personal life or professional life.  IN my opinion my communication skills has allowed me to convey my opinion and ideas of topics during discussions for my modules. My ability to get my ideas across to the recipient is very important, in both an academic and employment context.  From the perspective a potential employee it is important to be able to articulate myself to answer questions and provide examples during the interview process in order to improve the outcome of the interview.  As I work through my course work, I would like to continue to build on this skill and to reflect on ways to improve the way I communicate whether it be orally, the choice of words or via visual cues.   

Another identifiable skill that I have in university is teamwork, and this is a skill I have which I possess but will continue to develop as I go through my studies.  This skill is important as it forms the basis to be able to work collaboratively with others whether this be in University of in the work force.  By being able to reflect on my background and knowledge, I will be in a better position to be able to successfully contribute towards the team.  It is also important to highlight the group dynamics and the different roles and interaction that takes place in a group.  For example, by understanding the different roles in the group, it is possible to be able to know how I can make a positive contribution to the group as well as to use the knowledge of others in the group to help build my understanding of the topic.

Opportunity to Build My Skills
I may not have all the required skill sets that the market may need, and with those skill sets that I possess, there are opportunities to further build and fine tune these skills.  This can be done through actively participating in group exercises, engaging through discussion with my fellow class mates on topics we are studying.  Importantly there will be times that I may face difficult on some topics covered, however there is help available to me and that I will continue to persevere and dig deep to complete the task at hand.  In the last part of my analysis, I identified one employability skill that I would like to develop, and have identified different strategies on developing this particular skill.  I believe this skill will benefit me to better position me in having a good understanding of how role fits into the overall industry that I would like to work in.




Conclusion
In conclusion, the course has certainly helped me to look at myself and to see what my strengths and weaknesses are.  It has thought me to question things and to look at peoples arguments objectively, furthermore it has allowed me to identify skills that I have as well as those skills I need to work on and develop further and those skills I don’t have a need to work towards achieving.   The good thing about this course is that following self-reflection, I can look back and identify my weaknesses and strengths.  I believe it has prepared me to be more employable when I go out into the work force and it has helped me identified the right skills I need in order to succeed.  
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