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Portfolio Part 2: The Apostrophe from Chapter 10 of Dudo of St. Quentin’s Gesta Normannorum ‘Rollo sees the town of Rouen and determines to settle there in fulfilment of his dream-vision




APOSTROPHE
Oh Rollo, mighty duke and most superior leader,
Through Christ’s gift this town will flourish under your leadership,
It will be built at a future time, once the realm has been calmed by peace,
Once the Franks have been devoured by war, and the populace broken.
Behold the mount of the church where you kept seeing yourself rejoice,
Behold here the font of the bath where you were cleansed of leprosy.
This fatherland is to be built by your followers, themselves renewed in the font.
To the peoples in that town you will give laws and alliances
And rights likewise, with the fear of strict penalty.
Marvellously, then, in the coming time of your descendants
Fierce ages will grow tame, wars having been banished,
And ungodly fury, sitting on its arms, will challenge no one
With its cry, the strength of ungodliness having been undone.
Rather, let the fierce wolf graze at the same time in the sheep's field.


The text chosen for the portfolio is a part of the ‘Gesta Normannorum’ written by Dudo of St. Quentin between 996AD and 1015AD.[footnoteRef:1] Limited knowledge about Dudo of St Quentin’s life is known, however it has been established that he was a cannon of St. Quentin. In his role he was dispatched by the Vermandois on an embassy to Duke Richard I returning frequently before writing his history of the Normans and that he died before 1043AD.[footnoteRef:2] The text itself is about Rollo, the first ‘Duke of Normandy’, though they did not actually use this term until much later.[footnoteRef:3] Rollo was a Viking raiding leader in charge of a few ships who sailed to the Frankish coast and pillaged the lands around the mid 800’s AD. Rollo was later asked to settle near the town of Rouen in Normandy by King Charles the Simple of West Frankia, around the year 911AD, this is because they were lands that Vikings had previously sacked and raided.[footnoteRef:4] Rollo was given the lands by Charles under the belief that their presence there would stop more Viking raids coming down the River Seine and threatening Paris.[footnoteRef:5] [1:  Albu, E. The Normans in their Histories, (Boydell Press, Woodbridge, 2001), p.7]  [2:  Chisholm, H. ed. "Dudo". Encyclopædia Britannica. 8 (11th ed.). Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1911), p. 638.]  [3:  Albu, E. The Normans in their Histories, (Boydell Press, Woodbridge, 2001), p.12]  [4:  Bates, D. Normandy Before 1066 (Longman, London, 1982), p. 8]  [5:  Bates, D. Normandy Before 1066 (Longman, London, 1982), p. 10] 

The specific section of the portfolio is the Apostrophe about Rollo in the 10th chapter of the text which depicts Rollo entering Rouen and his determination to return and settle there. The Apostrophe of Rollo portrays him to be a strong leader and his coming into the light of Christendom and is very flattering to the Count. Numerous historians since the late 1800’s have dismissed the source. One example of this is Sir Henry Howorth in the 1880’s, as he stated that Dudo’s account of Rollo was ‘a huge waste of rhetorical commentary’ with ‘nothing in it of any value or reliability’.[footnoteRef:6]  In addition a French historian by the name of Henri Pentout, who authored a book which, dissected all of Dudo’s work paragraph by paragraph proclaimed that it had little use as it did not have ‘definitive facts about the Early Norman Dukes.’[footnoteRef:7] Both historians provide valid statements, this is due to the fact that Dudo is very flattering with his descriptions within the texts.  [6:  Howorth, H. “A Criticism of the Life of Rollo, as told by Dudo de St. Quentin,” Archaeologia 45, No.2 (1880), p.248-250.]  [7:  Pentout, H. Etude Critique sur Dudon de Saint-Quentin et son histoire des preiers ducs Normands (A. Picard, Paris, 1916) p.431] 

It is thorough the work of later historians who examine the subtext of what Dudo is saying that we get the real value out of his work. Albu makes the point in her work that whilst Dudo doesn’t give us facts and statistics, he is an infinitely useful source for the period as he can reveal to us the mentality of the people at the time, through how he talks about the Normans both overtly, how they want to be seen, and sub textually, how they were actually seen.[footnoteRef:8] This apostrophe is a good example of Dudo’s subtext, when compared with the one following his opening letter to the Bishop of Laon about Duke Richard II which is incredibly complimentary to Richard II. Every line beginning with ‘O Richard …’ followed by a string of praise whereas this apostrophe about Rollo, whilst still praising him in a lavish fashion also makes comments about his past and actions against the people he now rules over showing a contrast.[footnoteRef:9]  [8:  Albu, E. The Normans in their Histories, (Boydell Press, Woodbridge, 2001), p.11]  [9:  Albu, E. The Normans in their Histories, (Boydell Press, Woodbridge, 2001), p.15] 

The apostrophe itself has a lot of biblical imagery which is used to emphasise Rollo’s pagan Viking origin as a raider among the good Christians of his lands with the last line referring to ‘letting the fierce wolf graze at the same time in the sheep’s field’.[footnoteRef:10] This in of itself has a lot of context one could delve into for instance the imagery of the sheep refers to the Christian people. In this sense referring to those who now live within the Norman’s territories, the imagery itself is both a link to God as being the Shepherd of Mankind and Jesus as the ‘Lamb of God’.[footnoteRef:11] The wolf on the other hand has a few different interpretations, however the most prevalent for the time at which Dudo is writing is the reference to them in the Book of Genesis as the ‘enemy of flocks’ as they destroy nature influenced by man. This is significant as the medieval interpretation of Genesis is that nature is there to serve man, which leads to the wolf being used to identify ‘evil men who lust for power and dishonest gain’.[footnoteRef:12]  [10: Pohl, B. Dudo of St Quentin, Gesta Normannorum: Tradition, Innovation and Memory (Writing History in the Middle Ages), (York Medieval Press, York, 2015), p.50]  [11:  Cullman, O. The Christology of the New Testament (John Knoxx Press, Westminster, 1952), p.79]  [12:  Lopez, B. Of wolves and men, (Simon & Schuster, New York, 1978), p.320.] 

The imagery is a strong reference to Rollo’s past as a pagan, as the Catholic Church in the middle ages used wolves as a representation of devils stalking the real world, which fits with how monks would describe Viking raiders as devils.[footnoteRef:13] Therefore Dudo is effectively stating that whilst the Normans have been Christianised they are not good Christian people and they have more in common with their ancestors. Established on Rollo and his son Williams expansion campaigns in Normandy and the surrounding areas it provides an accurate comparison as they still raided and conquered, though their methodology may have changed somewhat.[footnoteRef:14] [13:  Lopez, B. Of wolves and men, (Simon & Schuster, New York, 1978), p.321]  [14:  Ferguson, R. The Hammer and the Cross: A New History of the Vikings (Penguin Group, London, 2009), p.187] 

The reason why Dudo is such a useful source to regard how the Normans were perceived by the local population is since he was a canon of St. Quentins’ which was a Basilica in the North of France, lands which were quite possibly attacked by Viking raids in France. This can be eluded to in his reluctance to write the Gesta Normannorum at the request of the Norman’s in the first place. Dudo states in his opening letter to the Bishop of Loan, who he sent his manuscript to, that as he writes he did not write it voluntarily nor of his own initiative.[footnoteRef:15]  Albu formulates that the reasons for the texts publication could have been to do with legitimizing the governing family as the first two rulers of Normandy. Rollo and his son used the Scandinavian practice for choosing an heir, which is to choose them at an opportune time, rather than it be the oldest male child or relative to the title holder which provides an effortless way for other rulers or relatives to question the validity of an heirs claim as well as suggesting that Dudo’s reluctance to write has more to do with a trope of medieval writers being reluctant historians rather than anything else.[footnoteRef:16]   [15:  Albu, E. The Normans in their Histories, (Boydell Press, Woodbridge, 2001), p.8]  [16:  Albu, E. The Normans in their Histories, (Boydell Press, Woodbridge, 2001), p.9] 

To conclude this work disagrees with Albu interpretation that Dudo’s reluctance to write is just a trope used by other medieval writes as it can be argued that Dudo being affiliated with the Church and being from an area that was under threat from raids would have had certain biases. This is because beforehand, within three to four generations, the people Dudo is writing about were raiding and killing Christians, and it is this distrust and unwillingness which gives us this subtext with which he writes. However Albu’s points about the text being created out of a need to cement legitimacy and that the subtext of the source are where the real value is are both accurate statements.
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