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Analysing the use of the term ‘Terrorism’










Terrorism is a term that is widely used however, different nations have different definitions for the word's terror and terrorism there are approximately 109 definitions of terrorism. This is due to the fact that different nations may not class one act the same as a different nation.  The use of the word terrorism is an important debate as the use of the word is ever increasing. To begin the use of ‘Terrorism’ within the English language is derived from Latin, the original definition of the term was “to frighten” (Crime Museum, 2021). The French then coined the term during the French revolution in 1789 during the reign of Maximilien Robespierre. Robespierre’s reign is described as the “Reign of Terror” due to the fact that he ensued fear across the nation especially within his political rivals as he used his power in order to eliminate those who hindered his political gain (Crime Museum, 2021). The French see the word terror or terrorism as a way of describing the use of violence for political gain or to ensue fear. The word terrorism in the United Kingdom according to the UK Legislation the Terrorism Act (2000) the definition of terrorism by law is the use of violence or a “threat is made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial or ideological cause.” (Legislation.gov.Uk 2021) in order to “influence” the UK Government and other nations. The UK believes that terrorist acts can be aimed at both public service personal as well as civilians. Whereas the Americans believe that a terrorism can be defined by a violent act or threat of a violent act towards civilians, they believe that a violent act towards its military is not a terrorist attack. 
So, who can carry out these types of attacks, terrorist usually group together with likeminded individuals to create terrorist groups. Al Qaeda, ISIS, Irish Republican Army and the KKK can all be considered terrorist groups. One of the most prominent terrorist groups is Al Qaeda founded by Osama Bin Laden in 1988 it is a group of Islamic extremists and Salafist practise. Bin Laden was originally a business owner who at first was attempting to assist within the jihad war against the Soviet Union he then became independent and gained followers (Cable News Network 2021). Their original aims were to have a free Islamic state and to fight against the Soviet Union and the United States of America in the Holy War. Bin Laden was an extreme Islamist. The Islamic extremists have strayed away from the true Muslim faith and the five pillars of Islam, one of the main pillars is Shahada this is to have faith in God and Muhammad the extremist believe that God would have wanted them to use violence to achieve their Caliphate state (History, 2021). 
Members of Al Qaeda and similar terrorist organisations such as the KKK do tend to be motivated by religion, Al Qaeda lead their followers to believe that they should kill Americans and the residents of the UK to ‘protect’ their faith. Muslims believe that Islamists seek change through non-violent means, whereas Jihadists use any means possible to seek change (BBC News, (2021) What is Jihadism?). Some of the hatred of the western world does stem from the belief that the West ‘taints’ the Muslim faith. This resulted in Bin Laden seeking a Salafist community in which Sunni Islam would be reformed in order to achieve a unity and a ‘correct’ interpretation of Islam in the eyes of Al Qaeda. This became one of his and Al Qaeda’s aim to spread a revolutionary Islam, this can be seen as a religious movement to some and not an act of terrorism. Some may also argue that they have only retaliated to the presence and threat of the US within the regions that Muslims practice their faith. It is fair to say that a few Muslims may even consider the acts of the Soviet Union and the United States as terrorism during the Afghan War, as those of Muslim faith within Afghanistan felt threatened by the presence of the Christian and atheist Soviet Union personnel (History 2009). 
Al Qaeda's structure is different to most it does not focus on having a clear hierarchy rather than working by having factions or groups dedicated to different causes, the current ‘leader’ Ayman al Zawahiri and his ‘deputies’ are mainly there to make the final decisions with the rest of the organisation. Al Qaeda rather has division for military, finance and intelligence (Glenn,C , 2015). Due to the fact that there are different divisions within the organisation this also adds to the argument that they are indeed a network or a movement as it is too “complex” to just see it as a terrorist group, as it moulds itself to the time as well as having a structure with a lack of compatibility to compare it to that of other terrorist groups (Edwin and Boer 2007, pg,1-2).
However, some of the methods used by Al Qaeda to further their cause can be considered as terrorism. The 5 main methods used by terrorists are explosives, shootings or knife attacks, kidnappings, surface to air missiles and chemical means (MI5.gov.UK, 2021). Terrorist groups also claim lone wolf attacks as their own however, it is sometimes difficult to have a definitive answer as to whether the perpetrator committed the attack due to involvement from a terrorist group or if they acted alone and acted unbeknownst to Al Qaeda. The fact that terrorist groups claim lone-wolf attacks as their own also increases the level of fear within the public, it also creates a sense of confidence within other terrorist to follow and commit another attack.
The first main method that suggests that they can be classed as a terrorist, is there use of explosives that can have a detrimental impact upon any nation. The 7th of July 2005 (7/7) bombings had a vast impact upon the UK as four suicide bombers detonated devices across Central London. 52 people lost their lives as a result and hundreds were injured and many lives were affected by the attack. The fact that they had planned to set off four explosives withing England's capital shows how ruthless they are and the means that they are willing to go through to further their cause (BBC News 2015). In addition, the lack of remorse leads us to believe that they are indeed a terrorist group as a religious movement would have more concern regarding public safety and would want to refrain from injuring the general public let alone murder them. 
The most prominent terrorist attack was September 11, 2001, was carried out by 19 Al Qaeda militants. The attack had a worldwide impact and lead to the War on Terror which is still ongoing (Encyclopaedia Britannia 2021). The United States Trade Centers were targeted due to their large scale and the fat that Bin Laden believed that attacking the towers would have an impact upon the United States financial status. Also, by attacking the largest buildings within the US this would achieve widespread fear and would destroy “symbolic” pieces of American architecture, they were aware of the fact that they did not have military superiority (9/11 Memorial Museum).
They also use other methods in order to further their cause such as use technology in terms of communication and propaganda, for example during the planning and execution of the 9/11 attacks Al Qaeda used technology to communicate via encrypted messages as well as using technology to review which flights to catch and in order to align the attacks (Levi and Wall, 2004).
Al Qaeda should be deemed as a terrorist group as they have used violence against civilians in order to further their religious programme, the Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) will also class them as international as well as domestic terrorist as they have attacked both the US and the UK (FBI 2021). Some see them as ‘Freedom fighters’ however they are far from this as they have created a sense of hostility towards the Muslim faith and has undoubtably created a stereotype which has lasted long after the attacks (CBS News 2021), which has had a harmful effect within society creating ignorance towards Muslims and the Islamic faith. The overall consensus is the fact that they are indeed a terrorist group or indeed a terrorist network, there is an overall belief that they adapt and mould with the times and the current counter-terrorism measures that are in place at a given time (Anti-Defamation League, 2021). In terms of other definitions of terrorism generally all definitions consider the group or organisation Al Qaeda as terrorists, such as the French definition who believe that the disruption of public order is considered a result of terrorism by means of “intentional homicide, assault, kidnapping, hijacking, property destruction, membership in an illegal armed group, digital crimes, forgery”, (Buchanan, Kelly, 2015) which Al Qaeda can be accused of. The matter of the fact is as an outsider of the group there is no other way to describe the group other than a terrorist group, 
The fact that it can be argued that Al Qaeda is clearly a terrorist organisation there is still no defining definition to the word terrorism as there is a debating regarding what actions classify you to be a terrorism, some may see the actions of Al Qaeda justifiable as to them we may be seen as the terrorist as we continue to retaliate and be hostile towards the Middle East. Ganor (2002) during his report refers to the quiche saying that reads “One man's terrorist is another man's freedom fighter” which agrees with the fact that we see them as terrorists but to their followers they are merely protecting their faith and land. Ganor makes the very valid view that the definition of whether one is a terrorist all lays with the eye of the beholder.  The fact that there is not a signal definition to terrorism makes it difficult to fight terrorism, terrorism is something that affects every nation across the world whether they be physical or cyber-attacks. It is imperative that there is one definition to terrorism in order to fight it globally. Additionally, G, Bruce (2021) also states that it is not only important to have a definition for “governance” but for legal systems to prosecute terrorist accordingly, as well as giving the correct authorities the power to investigate any potential terrorists. If there is a united fight against terrorism it would result in creating an environment where it is more difficult to be a terrorist and commit any crime. It is key that one definition is agreed on as terrorism is something that will not go away and it can be argued that terrorism will only increase especially with the advancements in technology as well as the recent activity in Afghanistan, which has reignited the threat of a terrorist attack (Oved Label, 2021). 
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