Compare the advantages and disadvantages of electronic and non-electronic resources conducting practical legal research 

When we begin addressing a question as such, we must investigate both what electronic and non-electronic is. An electronic resource is defined as a resource that requires computer access or any electronic product that delivers a collection of data, be it text referring to full textbases, electronic journals, image collections, other multimedia products, and numerical, graphical, or time-based, as a commercially available title that has been published with an aim to being marketed.  (Lisedunetwork, 2014-2023)
Whereas a non-electronic means advertising without electronic, digital, or computer-generated imaged or messaged of any kind. (Law Insider, 2013-2023) 
This can be journals, books or anything which is print based.

Firstly, when arguing the risks and benefits of both electronic and non-electronic resources we must consider whether they share any advantages or disadvantages. The first advantage of both electronic and non-electronic resources could be that both are considered essential when it comes to conducting practical legal research. They both possess a great significance in their own ways. This is backed up by Michelle (2005) paper known as ‘Why print and electronic resources are essential to the academic library.’  In this paper it places emphasis on why both have a great significance and why exactly they are important.

One could argue that another advantage of both electronic and non-electronic resources is the point of accessibility. Both electronic and non- electronic resources are accessible in their own unique ways. 
However, one may argue this more in the favour of being an advantage to electronic resources as they can be viewed in some ways as more easily accessible. The work of Zuniga (2022) highlights the importance of accessibility when it comes to e-sources and in this she wrote why they matter. They are not only important to institutions, but they are also important when it comes to students who need support with accessibility needs. Electronic resources can be accessed through several ways such as phones, computers, tablets and even more which can be provided by institutions, place or work or academic learning.

[bookmark: _Int_TRe8gVz3]Following the previous statement, one may state that a disadvantage of using non-electronic resources is that they are not as easy to access as electronic sources. This can be for a few reasons such as limitations of copies, no local libraries or even the fact the library may not own a copy of what you are looking for. There are more reasons as to why non-electronic sources are harder to access and that is stressed in the paper of StudyRight (2023) where it underlines that they could be more expensive, time consuming and susceptible to damage. Despite this, in (Michelle, 2005) paper she states, ‘Print is a time-tested format that continues to fulfill promises that technology cannot yet deliver.’ Thus, making the indication that even though electronic resources are considerably more accessible, non-electronic sources are more reliable.


[bookmark: _Int_Rd9Bf4tu]Moving on, another argument when it comes to both electronic and non-electronic resources when conducting practical legal research is which has more accuracy and authenticity. A commonly known disadvantage of electronic resources is that they are not always authentic or accurate. If they were one hundred percent factual there would be no resources providing information as to why they are not always accurate or authentic. One common example of e-sources being unreliable is Wikipedia. Paperpile (2023) supports this as it discusses how Wikipedia allows multiple users to edit work. To further back up how e-sources are not always accurate, Michelle (2005) clearly states that “it also means that anyone with such access can edit documents and disseminate false information, actions that cannot necessarily be detected by the user.” Meaning the chances of the source potentially being opinion based, biased or unreliable are rather high. Furthermore, Lloyd Sealy library (2023) reinforces this by disclosing “In most cases, information found on the web has not been checked for accuracy.”

Whereas non-electronic are known to have more of an advantage when it comes to accuracy. MFRANKS (2017) validates this by expressing “Print journals and academic books, on the other hand, are peer-reviewed prior to publication.” Further accentuating that, non-electronic resources are heavily overlooked on when making sure things are accurate. This is important as by being peer reviewed or overlooked it means another academic who is an expert within the field of the work will evaluate the quality alongside the authenticity before publication. Therefore, leaving no room for inaccuracy. 

Going forward, one could argue that an advantage of the use of non-electronic resources when conducting practical legal research, is the point of focus and attention. One may argue this because by using print based you are solemnly focusing on that print specifically without having any notifications or pop ups which could lead to mistakes. This is supported by the workings of UH-Services (2016) where she wrote “When you source information through non-electronic means such as books or printed materials, you are less likely to be distracted by notifications, social media, or other digital distractions.” 
Whereas, with the use of electronic resources, a known worldwide disadvantage is distractions. It is important that there are zero distractions when it comes to conducting legal research. When using electronic resources there are often pop ups, advertisements, notifications, texts, calls and many more which can all cause major distraction. This told in the work of Chockhani (2023) where she intells “constant pings of notifications distract a person from whatever they're doing, decreasing their focus.” This being a major disadvantage when it comes to conducting practical legal research as you always need to be focused and by becoming distracted it can lead to mistakes. On the other hand, one may also argue that by using electronic resources you are widening your attention span as you are looking through various sources for the needed information. Further adapting one's digital skills.

Advancing, a way in which electronic and non-electronic resources can both be viewed as an advantage when it comes down to conducting practical legal research is through one's mindset. It is argued that electronic resources and non-electronic resources tend to encourage diverse ways of thinking about information in which is presented. Wharton- Michael in the source of Oppenheimer (2019) believes that non-electronic resources are better when it comes to learning about concrete details, but electronic resources are better when trying to learn about a broader overview. He backs this up by stating “Paper better supports students who are trying to learn or answer questions about concrete details, while computers better support students who are trying to gain a broader or more general overview of the material.” Therefore, electronic, and non-electronic sources can both be considered as an advantage when coming down to conducting legal research. This is a good thing as you need both concrete details as well as a broader overview.

[bookmark: _Int_mLHJMa38][bookmark: _Int_L0IeHWqe]Additionally, when it comes to legal research in this generation. One may believe electronic resources to be an advantage as they are more commonly used within the youth; the youth being our future. This also due to the youth of this generation having grown around technology. This can be confirmed in the works of LOH and Sun (2019) where they wrote “In today’s networked world, students have grown up surrounded by computers, smartphones and the Internet as part and parcel of daily living.” Making the implication that the youth would rather the use of electronic sources when it comes to learning rather than non-electronic. This can further be proven as an advantage when conducting practical legal research, as recent studies have shown law students happened to use more electronic resources than they did non-electronic resources when it came to academic studies. The studies of Toteng, Hoskins and Bell (2013) confirms this by quoting “The study results showed that the undergraduate law students did use most of the electronic databases that the library subscribed to.”
[bookmark: _Int_vjMcXWbo]Despite this, an advantage of non-electronic resources when conducting legal research is statistics. Although it can be argued to personal preference, statistics however, prove in the favour that non-electronic resources appear to have more advantages whilst electronic resources have more disadvantages. Studies show that “Majority 134(57.0%) of the respondents always preferred print resource formats for their academic work while 101(43%) occasionally preferred the electronic resource formats for academic work.”
(Yamson, Appiah and Dr.Tsegah, 2018)
So, it can be argued that overall non-electronic resources may have more of an advantage but when it comes to law students and their studies; electronic resources have more of an advantage.


Progressing, a major disadvantage of using electronic resources when it comes to conducting practical legal research is the reliability on technology. LISEDNETWORK (2016-2023) discusses this and foretells how “e-sources are heavily reliant on technology, including internet connectivity, electronic devices, and digital platforms.” Which is handy when it comes to finding information quickly however, if a disruption were to happen such as network failures, hardware malfunctions, powers outages etc. This can cause a major pushback. These are all unpredictable as they can happen at any given time. This would then affect one's access to information whereas with non-electronic resources none of this can happen making it more reliable.

This bringing us to the next point, an advantage of having non-electronic resources when it comes to conducting practical legal research is hard copies. Hard copies are always useful to carry around or possess when it comes to conducting practical legal research. They are also helpful when it comes to differentiating between a newspaper, journal, or even a Supreme Court report as you have an actual hard copy.

[bookmark: _Int_rppySU7I]Although this may be viewed as an advantage, this can too be viewed as a disadvantage. This due to the fact that yes, it is helpful to have a hard copy on hand however they can easily get lost. Chaffinch Document (2021) quotes “fire has destroyed countless paper document archives throughout human history. Paper documents are also easily misplaced or somehow ‘lost in transit’ between two points or between people.” So, one could argue electronic resources to have more of an advantage as you cannot misplace nor lose an e-source.

Pushing on, a disadvantage of using electronic resources when it comes to conducting legal research is preservation. Preservation is key when it comes to conducting practical legal research as laws and information is always changing but despite this, online sources often grow outdated and are not always kept up to date; this potentially leading to any confusion. The works of Astria Digital Library (2021) wrote “As technology advances, a digital library’s content and data may become out-of-date and inaccessible.” 
This then proving non-electronic resources to have more of an advantage when it comes to preservation. This is as whenever a new law, legislation regulation, or etc. arises non-electronic resources will have to update their information. This established by the following statement “Whenever a new regulation arises, these resources will likely have up-to-date information on how that applies to your business.” (The Buxton Partnership, no date)
This further relating to the previous statement on how print based continues to fulfill promises that technology cannot.

To counter this argument, one might state that although a disadvantage is preservation, an advantage of electronic resources is that many law offices have deals with online services. Jatin (2022) states that “having access to a paid research tool both reduces risk for lawyers and increases their efficiency.” Law offices would not have deals with online services unless they were kept up to date and reliable.

To build on the previous statement, by having the advantage of having paid resources; it comes with benefits.  Thomson Reuters (2023) categories these benefits to be faster research, reliable information, and experts' insights.  
[bookmark: _Int_o7u2dbec][bookmark: _Int_bAyTM9Q6]All of which are heavily useful when conducting practical legal research as you want factual information as quickly as possible, not opinions or maybe fact.
However, Thomson Reuters (2023) also discusses that there are risks of having free legal information sources. These risks are noted as lack of cost, free legal information lacking resources in ensuring information is kept to date and a lack of depth. Confirmed by previous points.
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