Where do rights come from?
Rights are legal, social or ethical principles of freedom or entitlement it’s not exactly clear as to where right come from. Mainly just theories that speculate where they might have seemed from and why. I’m going to go through different examples of theories to deduct my own opinion on where I believe rights come from.
Authoritarian and hierarchical theories 
Authoritarian and theories is the theories that state that rights may have come from people in high status of power such as Kings. For example the divine rights of Kings which gives absolute power over citizens leaving them with out much say in their rights.
Take for example one of the earliest known documents from the Persian empire as ancient Iran that was done around the 6th century BC under Cyrus the great after his conquest of Babylon in 539BC when the king issued the Cyrus cylinder.
Religious theories
The theories that our rights stem from the rules and virtues following religion, because of the rules and regulations of what is deemed good or bad in religion usually dictated what rights people had and what people are to be punished for. Those rules have stuck throughout a lot of different laws and other political rulings throughout many centuries and what people believe to have our rights come from, different rules that base around religion and religious practices.
Take “The constitution is medina” from 622AD which instituted many rights for Muslim and Jewish people that believed in medina 
Or “the Virginia statute for religious freedom” from 1785 by Tomas Jefferson that asserted that people have the right to form a personal relationship with God free from any interference from the state. 
Human rights theories 
I wasn’t sure how to label these theories, but it’s the theories that we have rights and that rights stem from the fact that we are human and we have consciences and we live and breathe. That even if we never had Kings or religions, we’d still have gotten rights. That our rights stem from the human need to have respect and be treated as equal away from any outside power.
Take “magna carta” from 1215 in England. that protects people from a king when they try do something the citizens see as absurd.
“The United States declaration of independence” from 1776 Defining that a man is not limited to life, liberty and the pursuit of their happiness. Meaning that they people can choose the life that they want for themselves.
And “the universal declaration of human rights” from 1946. Which is a set standard for all people no matter how much power they have. To which the preamble states that “recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world.”
My own theory
Looking at the examples and different aspects of what people believe our rights stem from I think that all are justifiable. However, I believe that rights come from a combination of all these different theories. I believe that at the beginning we followed a religious boundary that we made as human beings with the need to help us dictate what people should have a say in and what not and then kings and higher authorities stated dictating peoples lives and different invasions and different people who’s beliefs are different from ours mixed together and formed a more independent and intellectual way of thinking about how people should be respected and that people have the right to live their life how they want even if it doesn’t match what you deem ok in life might be due to cultural or religious differences or the fact that people have been suppressed a right to be who they are take women and how they’re still currently trying to make equal balance for them as men do and that they should be given equal opportunity and different cultures and races are standing up against suppression.
In short I believe rights stem from human need to be treated in a certain way and that a lot of what rights we do have started from religion and previous rulers and governments, but they’re now causing problems and so we’re trying to find an equal balance to what our rights should be.


