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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

In Wales, adult safeguarding is an essential component of social work, with the aim of protecting individuals who are vulnerable from abuse, neglect, or harm. With a strong legal foundation, organisational, governmental, and national policies and procedures as their guides, social workers are essential to this process. The function of professional social workers in protecting adults is examined in this essay, along with the laws and policies, signs of harm, characteristics that identify an adult as being at risk, and the significance of identifying desired outcomes for safeguarding interventions.

Core legislation in Wales include the Social Services and Well-Being Wales Act 2014 (Part 7). It gives local government agencies an obligation to safeguard and advance people's wellbeing. It highlights the need of a person-centred approach, ensuring that people participate in choices regarding their care and support through giving them voice and control. It focuses on early intervention and prevention, coproduction and multi-agency working. It also includes the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 which provide clear guidance and expectations for safeguarding both adults and children. It is the role of Regional Safeguarding Boards to protect adults in their area who are at risk or experiencing abuse neglect or other harm advise the Welsh Government on how to improve arrangements for protecting children and adults.

A basis for protecting adults at risk is provided by Wales's legal framework pertaining to adult safeguarding. Important components include the Human Rights Act of 1998, which for example argues for Article 2, people's rights to life, Article 3, Freedom from torture, Article 4, Freedom from slavery and forced labour, Article 5, Right to liberty and security and Article 8 respect for your private and family life and Article 14, Protection from discrimination. The Equality Act 2010 safeguards against protected characteristics such as disability, age, gender, pregnancy, race and religion. Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. Welsh Language Measure 2011 and Code of Professional Practice for Social Workers 2017. The Mental capacity Act 2005 protects individuals who may lack the mental capacity to make decisions about their care and treatment. It includes provisions for making decisions in the best interests of the individual. (Livingston, Redcliffe and Abyd Quinn Aziz, 2023), (Brammer, 2009).

Indicators of harm, neglect, or abuse in adults may include physical indicators: and unexplained injuries, bruises, burns, or fractures. Signs of restraint, malnutrition, or poor personal hygiene.
Behaviour and indicators such as withdrawal, anxiety, depression, fearfulness, or general changes in behaviour. Reluctance to speak about personal issues or a sudden change in financial circumstances.
Environmental indicators may present as unsanitary living conditions, lack of necessities, or evidence of hoarding. 
In conclusion, the process of adult safeguarding in Wales is intricate and diverse, directed by policies and procedures at the national, local, and organisational levels and supported by an extensive legal framework. In order to identify, assess, and safeguard adults who are at risk, social workers are incredibly important. Effective safeguarding practises must prioritise individual preferences, identify early indications of risk, and comprehend the circumstances that increase vulnerability. Social workers may ensure that adults at risk obtain the safety and assistance they require to lead secure and satisfying lives by implementing a person-centred approach while working within the legal policy frameworks. (Brammer, 2009), (Livingston, Redcliffe and Abyd Quinn Aziz, 2023),( Mantell and Scragg, 2011).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Wales has different legal frameworks, policies, and practises for adults and children, therefore safeguarding entails different approaches for each group. Safeguarding involves protecting individuals from abuse, neglect, and exploitation.

Children are individuals under the age of 18. Safeguarding children entails detecting and responding to a wide range of possible harms, such as physical, emotional, and sexual abuse, as well as neglect. The emphasis is on early intervention to reduce harm and promote healthy development. Family dynamics, parental concerns such as substance misuse, domestic abuse and socioeconomic status are all common risk factors for children. (Livingston, Redcliffe and Abyd Quinn Aziz, 2023), (Brammer, 2009).
 
Adults at risk, on the other hand, may require care and support because of their age, disability, ill mental or physical health, or other circumstances that prevent them from protecting themselves from danger. The safeguarding process for adults is more focused on individual autonomy and choice, acknowledging that individuals have the right to make decisions about their lives, even if those decisions may involve risk. Risk factors for adults include social isolation, cognitive and physical impairments, and dependency on others for care.
Adult safeguarding practices highlight person-centred approaches that respect the individual's rights and choices. The standards outlined in the Mental Capacity Act of 2005 are critical in ensuring that any intervention considers the adult's capacity to make decisions and their best interests. Multi-agency adult protection committees oversee safeguarding, ensuring coordination among specialists. (Mantell, 2011),  (Mantel and Scragg, 2011).

The primary distinction between adult and child services is that the emphasis on protecting adults differs from that of protecting children in that it involves striking a balance between protection and autonomy. Decisions made in a child's best interest frequently take precedence over their preferences since children are typically perceived as naturally defenceless and in need of adult protection. If they are able to make informed decisions, protecting adults, on the other hand, lays more emphasis on upholding their autonomy and choices, even in situations where they are potentially at risk of harm.

In conclusion Safeguarding in Wales is adapted to the individual needs and vulnerabilities of children and adults, guided by distinct legal frameworks and practices. The approach for children is protective and preventative, with a focus on their developmental requirements and the creation of secure surroundings. For adults, the approach is empowering and supportive of autonomy, with a purpose of supporting and protecting persons at risk while respecting their right to make their own decisions. Understanding these distinctions is critical for effectively safeguarding both populations while respecting their individual needs and situations. (Hothersall & Maas-Lowitt, 2010), (Livingston, Redcliffe and Abyd Quinn Aziz, 2023),(Rowe, 2017).
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