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Introduction
This assignment will critically evaluate the constantly changing threats, trends and methods posed and adopted by the Islamic State terrorist group, it will also look at the global Governmental responses to the group. Additionally, this paper will consider the strategy of recruitment, training, and treatment of women in the Islamic State terrorist organisation. 
Terrorism is defined as ‘the use or threat of action, both in and outside of the UK, designed to influence any international government organisation or to intimidate the public.  It must also be for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial or ideological cause’ (The Crown Prosecution Service , 2020).
 Examples of terrorism can include:
· Serious violence against a person or damage to property
· Endangering another person's life
· Creating a serious risk to the health or safety of the public or a section of the public
· Action designed to seriously interfere with or seriously to disrupt an electronic system (The Crown Prosecution Service , 2020)
Under United Kingdom Legislation a person may be convicted of a terrorist offence without carrying out a terrorist attack, for example by participating in the planning of an attack, fundraising for terrorist groups or collecting information for the purpose of terrorism (Charity Commission for England and Wales , 2000). 
Background 
ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and Syria), or also known as ISIL (Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant), is a Sunni jihadist group with a violent ideology. Islamic state openly calls itself a caliphate and claims religious authority over all Muslims. The war in Syria first began when the government responded violently following street protests. The violence from both sides increased until an armed rebellion was formed, there was a strong religious affiliation between the parties (The Shi’a Government and the Sunni). A large number of people from around the world joined the fight, this resulted in many different armed fighting groups, a combination of state forces and non-state organised armed forces in a non-international armed conflict (Muhammadin, 2016).
Some experts have analysed Islamic State’s financing and management, they concluded that the group’s clever and unique use of social media proves effective for their recruitment (RAND Corperation, 2019). Islamic State are infamous for their use of propaganda and how they use it to target populations around the world, this is another form of Islamic State’s recruitment process. The terrorist group will often take centre stage in the media, such as international news and in newspapers. As well as raising awareness to the global population, this media platform may also work in favour of the group by increasing their popularity and power. In fact, having a strong media platform may be the outcome of one of the group’s planned strategies. It appears that Islamic state and the media have a symbiotic relationship. Theoretical linguist, cognitive scientist and philosopher Noam Chomsky and Economist, media scholar and social critic Edward Herman created A Propaganda Model (1988), this reads
‘The mass media serve as a system for communicating messages and symbols to the general populace. It is their function to amuse, entertain, and inform, and to inculcate individuals with the values, beliefs, and codes of behaviour that will integrate them into the institutional structures of the larger society. In a world of concentrated wealth and major conflicts of class interest, to fulfil this role requires systematic propaganda’ (Herman, 1988). 
Each day Islamic State propagandists release more than 38 units of a variety of official propaganda including news bulletins, video’s, posters, and the use of social media. This propaganda is published in a variety of different languages including German, French, English and Turkish, this will allow their messages to be read and understood widely, these methods and trends are a commonly used by Islamic state to improve their radicalization and recruitment process in association with building a larger and stronger terrorist organisation (Winter, 2016). 
The Women
Islamic state recruit women for various reasons, one reason could be purely to recruit more women. A former teacher taught many young women over her teaching career, she witnessed some of her young female students packing up and going off to join Islamic State and was particularly intrigued by the media coverage on this topic, stating 
 ‘The coverage seemed to be about religion as a toxic ideology and a bad brand of Islam. So, I guess I felt both personally and professionally when really compelled to theorize ISIS differently and especially these women who have been drawn to it’ 
And 
‘They were essentially being recruited to be child brides or to be sexually exploited. But all the language about them in the papers was “jihadi brides going to be harlots for the caliphate.” The notion that they were being groomed, that they were being recruited for sexual exploitation didn't enter the debate’ 
(Moaveni, 2020)
According to Moaveni (who wrote the book Guest House for Young Widows : Among the Women of ISIS) a marketing student who spoke English and planned to work in tourism was recruited by the group and worked in a meet-and-greet role who would go to the boarder and bring back women from Europe into the Islamic state. This suggests the young women being recruited were intelligent young women, the educated daughters of diplomats, trainee doctors, teenagers with straight-A averages, as well as those who were working-class and housewives (Moaveni, 2019). 
The terrorist group Islamic State successfully radicalize thousands of young people including many women through their use of propaganda and social media. Musial (2016) analysed articles from the online magazine Dabiq and found nine narratives which appear to specifically address women and stated
‘The emphasis on religious and gender-specific narratives in the articles leads me to argue in favour of a stronger focus on female-specific counter-radicalization measures’ 
(Musial, 2016). 
 The process of radicalization begins because of individual, social, and political dynamics, and it is carried out with the use of computers to communicate to a wide audience. Some Muslim women keep detailed records of their radicalization process and make it available to view on social media. One Muslim woman, Aqsa Mahmood, travelled from her home in Scotland to join the ISIS fighters in Syria. Mahmood used her Tumblr blog to share an ideological record of the process of her radicalization, this can help to reveal a typology of the language of female radicalization (Windsor, 2018). Human Rights Watch stated 
‘following new research with recent escapees who were raped and traded between members before they fled. Islamic State (also known as ISIS) also routinely imposes abusive restrictions on other Iraqi women and girls and severely limits their freedom of movement and access to health care and education in areas under its control’ (Human Rights Watch, 2016)
In support of this, women’s rights emergencies researcher Wheeler (2016) said
‘The longer they are held by ISIS, the more horrific life becomes for Yezidi women, bought and sold, brutally raped, their children torn from them. Meanwhile, ISIS’s restrictions on Sunni women cut them off from normal life and services almost entirely’ (Human Rights Watch, 2016).
Some young Muslim women who have been raised in Europe face being socially and educationally disconnected as they have entered into two completely different cultures, the culture of their parents at home and a more Western culture where they have been brought up. It could be argued that these young Muslim women are struggling to find their identity, this could then spiral into lack of career opportunities and discrimination leading them to be unsure of their place in society. All of these factors can influence their vulnerability, making it easier for extremist groups such as Islamic state to radicalise and recruit them (Windsor, 2020). 
The Islamic state terrorist organisation has become known for its brutality in the form of violence, torture, executions, mistreatment of prisoners, hostages, and civilians, including women and children. The group also encourage slavery and sexual violence against women who are accused of being ‘non believers’ (Perešin, 2015). So, what is the reason the Islamic state want to recruit women and what value are they to the group? Perešin (2015) said
‘Once they arrive in Syria or Iraq, learn how to use weapons and can be seen on the streets of the ‘Caliphate’ carrying Kalashnikovs’ (Perešin, 2015).
Women don’t necessarily need to join Islamic State, many women have engaged in terrorist activity without formally joining Islamic state, instead they have perpetrated or attempted to perpetrate attacks in the name of ISIS group but outside of their controlled land (Davis, 2020). Some women who have returned from the Islamic state have been interviewed by a French journalists David Thompson, according to them many women joined Islamic state wanting to fight, the group then encouraged this by creating the Al-Zawra School, the school was designed to educate and train women in suicide bombing and the use of explosive belts. Other areas of teaching at the Al-Zawra school included Islam/Sharia Law as well as the use of social media and computer programmes (Davis, 2020). 
The most visible requirement of women in Islamic state is to become a mother or a wife, so while women seemed to be originally recruited by ISIS to fulfil non-violent roles, a change in Islamic States role for women in combat altered between December 2016 and July 2017. In December 2016 women were encouraged to participate in a defensive role. Some seven months later in July 2017, women were then encouraged to ‘take up arms in combat’ (Davis, 2020). French Prosecutor told reporters 
‘If at first it appeared that women were confined to family and domestic chores by the terrorist organisation, it must be noted that this view is now completely outdated’ (Burke, 2016).
In controversy, a strict interpretation of Shariah law prohibits all varieties of combative activities for women (Thompson, 2016). In 2015 writer Anita (2015) reported that 
‘A strict interpretation of Shariah law prohibits combative activities for women and so far there is insufficient evidence that ISIS use women in combat’ (Perešin, 2015).
According to Davis (2020), Anita’s statement in 2015 would no longer be continuing true after the year of 2016.
This allows the assumption that although the terrorist group may want to be universally known for following Shariah law (Islamic Law), they may not be as devoted to one way as they want people to believe. However, they seem to abide by different areas of the law at different times to justify their actions. It is interesting how the group has appeared to redefine the notions to work with their daily practice. Muhammadin (2016) states 
‘While ISIS claims to follow only Islamic law and dismisses other laws, does this mean that Islamic laws of war are inconsistent with International Humanitarian Law’ (Muhammadin, 2016).
In some Muslim countries, women are forced to abide by the following rules:
· Limiting their freedom of driving
· Non-interaction with other men to whom they are not related
· Specific dress codes 
· A Muslim woman can only marry a Muslim man (only with permission of her current guardian, until married then her husband takes over her guardianship)
If a Muslim woman has been accused of adultery (including if she were raped), be it proven or not, she could face lashing or stoning to death. A woman who has witnessed a crime such as robbery, has no right to bear witness in court, a woman is thought to be worth just half that of a man (Thompson, 2016). 
[bookmark: _Hlk55498576]The following is outlining what is considered to be errors and violations of Islamic and international laws. These all appear to have been committed by the leaders and followers of ISIS.
· It is forbidden in Islam to force people to convert
· It is forbidden in Islam to deny women their rights
· It is forbidden in Islam to kill the innocent
· The re-introduction of slavery is forbidden in Islam
· It is forbidden in Islam to torture people
· It is forbidden in Islam to declare a caliphate without consensus from all Muslims
(Schmid, 2015).
Islamic state claim that true Islam can only be established by the sword - this means that members of other religions including Jews and Christians can be subjugated, forced to convert or be killed. This seems to be a direct violation of the law they preach to follow. This may be because the Quran (central religious text of Islam) is said to have contradicting text, for example one paragraph may mention it opposes the killing of innocent people, while another may read that the Quran advocates the killing of non-believers. Unless the Muslim faith views all non-believers as guilty, this is a contradicting statement. Analysing the above, it appears clear that the Quran contradicts itself and so does Islamic Law, in this case what are Muslims expected to believe? Schmid (2015) wrote 
‘Fact is that the Quran and the Hadiths can be read and have been interpreted by Muslim scholars in different ways; for almost every example one can find a counter-example and, in some cases, even a counter-counter-example’
(Schmid, 2015). 
Could it be possible that in this instance the Islamic state leaders and supporters have the more violent/extremist view of killing non-believers, whereas Muslim worshipers with non-extremist views would keep in line with the view of opposing the killing of innocent people? The fact the Quran has counter-example text throughout its 114 chapters can raise confusion within the Muslim faith, it is almost giving those people within Islamic State the permission to kill innocent people, with the permission from their God (Rodwel, 2015).
One professor of international security argues that ISIS is not a terrorist organisation, but a Pseudo state which is led by a conventional army (Ganguly, 2018 ). 
What is Being Done to Combat Radicalisation?
The International Canter for Study of Violent Extremism’s small Facebook advertisements ran between 07/12/17 and 31/12/17 in the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia. The advertisements were to raise awareness to all English-speaking Facebook users of the dangers to which joining an extremist group can lead. Two videos were used, one video featured the testimony of a Belgian female ISIS defector, who today is amongst the female Slave Market in ad-Dawlah. The other video featured a Syrian male ISIS defector who witnessed the sexual enslavement of women by Islamic state. The advertisement reached over one million users and judging by the comments, it appeared to enter people into important discussions on the dangers of violent extremist groups such as Islamic state (Speckhard, 2018). 
But are there too many propaganda posts for our global government to keep up with? United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2012) highlighted in their report The use of the Internet for terrorist purposes, that despite the increasing international threat posed by terrorists’ use of the internet, there was no universal instrument specifically addressing this terrorist activity, there was also very limited training available covering the aspects of terrorism cases involving internet use (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2012).

Conclusion 
This assignment has evaluated the threats posed by Islamic state as well as the trends and methods used by the group.  Additionally, this assignment has evaluated a strategy of recruitment and the methods used to radicalise and recruit young women particularly. This piece of work has further identified a variety of training techniques used, once young women have joined the Islamic state and has highlighted the laws and rules surrounding the treatment of women in the violent Islamic State terrorist organisation. This assignment has shown clear differences within the Quran, Islamic Law and International Law as well as identifying the errors and violations within the text committed by Islamic extremists. This assignment briefly touches upon other factors which could influence the successful radicalisation of young women. Islamic state at some stage, started off small somewhere, which leads to the possibility that the majority of Islamic state leaders and followers who have been recruited over time are currently experiencing or have had some form of vulnerability. A Global Governmental response has been identified along with the difficulties the Global Governments face when trying to control the sheer volume of propaganda being released daily by the Islamic state terrorist organisation. 
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