Consent and its role in cases involving battery 
According to the oxford dictionary consent is the action of giving someone permission to do something or coming to an agreement with them. According to LexisNexis (2023) battery is the act of carrying out grievous bodily harm to another individual unlawfully. Battery can be consensual and non-consensual, consensual battery would involve things such as rugby or boxing where the participants and willingly harming each other but carried out on a legal basis, whereas non-consensual battery is someone causing GBH towards someone unlawfully due to an argument or carried out through robbery. Within sport a person can be charged with battery if the incident led to them carrying out an action that I illegal within the sport and then cause GBH towards their opponent. 
[bookmark: _Int_86t3QTUX]Consent involving battery is exceedingly difficult as despite having consent a person can still be liable for battery and is still able to be arrested an example of this would be DR Evil (2019) where a man who had undergone all the necessary training to carry out ear and nipple removals and tongue splitting was arrested for battery due to causing GBH despite having his customers consent but due to the fact he was not a qualified plastic surgeon he was not legally allowed to carry out these procedures. Battery does not just result in GBH it can also result in ABH (actual bodily harm) which is where another person causes any form of hurt to another person but does not cause any damage past the top layers of skin according to the Crown Prosecution Service offences against the person. Consent within law as a whole is very difficult as despite having consent the courts and jury can still charge the D with a crime based on the actions carried out related to cases involving body modifications or patients with mental deuteriation such as Hinks (2000) where an old man allowed a woman who cared for her to take money out of his account to help her care for her family however the issue was that the courts was whether or not he was sound of mind, despite having his consent and him willingly giving her gifts she was tried in court for theft under Theft Act 1968. Another example of consent within battery would be Jakub Moczyk where after a knockout in the first round of a Novice boxing match died two days later due to lack of medical provision at an unlicensed event. Stated in an article from the guardian published in (2017), as further stated in the article there was no safety precautions taken and there was a complete disregard for life, this incident would fall under the Homicide Act 1957 due to the acknowledgement of reckless behavior within the article and the referee’s neglect to stop the fight after the first round knockout. Despite being a sport where consent to cause ABH or GBH towards another is present negligence of duty as a referee or unjustified or illegal actions within the fight can lead to the D being charged with murder, which is defined as the unlawful act of taking one's life as defined in the CPS sub-section murder. This means that despite having consent to harm each other due to unjustified actions and negligence both parties could be charged with murder under the Homicide Act 1957. This incident further proves how difficult consent within battery can affect a case and that certain aspects such as diminished responsibility, lack of legal qualification or negligence can overrule consent given to the D(s) and lead to legal prosecution. Another case of the affect consent has within battery would be Collins v Wilcock (1984) where a woman had battery charges dropped from scratching a police officer due to the police officer unlawfully grabbing the woman's arm and detaining her, as she was not under arrest at this time, the police officer had no right in detaining the woman and since there was no consent given or any legal grounds to physically touch the woman her charges of battery were dropped. This case was covered under the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Persons Act 1997 which covers any form of physical harm carried out towards another person that does not pose a risk to another's life. To conclude consent involving battery means very little in the eyes of the law as proven in multiple cases. A person can still have another's consent to carry out ABH or GBH but can still be prosecuted based on the outcome of the D’s actions, example case was the DR Evil cases as previously discussed, he had consent to carry out body modifications that were related to or resulted in GBH but due to the fact he was not a licenced plastic surgeon he was arrested even though none of his customers reported him nor wished to press charges showing that despite the act and proof of given consent a person can still be charged with battery. Consent is especially dismissed if the person giving it for whatever given reason is not sound of mind and qualifies for diminished responsibility mean they are classed as unable to think for themselves for whatever reason that may be due to illness or age. Proving that without probable cause consent is not a valid defense in court when under the charges of battery or appropriation under the Theft Act 1968 even with the “victim(s)” testifying on the D’s behalf. 
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