Instant edit with AJAX – Javascript side
This handout show the stages of allowing the user to update text on a webpage without refreshing the page.
1. Make onClick event for span

<html>

<head>

<title>Untitled</title>

<script language="JavaScript" type="text/javascript">

<!--

x=1;

function changeit()

{

    if (x==1) //make editable
    {

    alert(x);

    }

    else //return to normal
   {

   alert(x);

   }

x=1-x;

}

//-->

</script>

</head>

<body>

<h2>About Me</h2>

<h3>My Profile:</h3>

<span id="para1" onClick="javascript:changeit()" style="border:solid;border-width:1px;padding:5px;width:300px">

test

</span>

<br><br>

<i>Click text above to change, click again to update</i>

</body>

</html>
2. Make text editable by adding a text area
<html>

<head>

<title>Untitled</title>

<script language="JavaScript" type="text/javascript">

<!--

x=1;

function changeit()

{

contents=para1.innerHTML

    if (x==1) 

    {

    para1.innerHTML="<textarea id='tochange' cols='50'> "+contents+"</textarea>";

    tochange.focus();

    }

    else 

   {

   contents=tochange.innerHTML;
   para1.innerHTML=contents;

   }

x=1-x;

}

//-->

</script>

</head>

<body>

<h2>About Me</h2>

<h3>My Profile:</h3>

<span id="para1" onClick="javascript:changeit()" style="border:solid;border-width:1px;padding:5px;width:300px">

Hello my name is Gaynor Thomas

</span>

<br><br>

<i>Click text above to change, click again to update</i>

</body>

</html>
Before:
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So we have managed to change the text. But this is only on the client-side, when we refresh the page, the text will be back to its original state. 
Now we will bring in a database to provide the content and we will use AJAX to update the content held in the database.

3. Set up MySQL database to hold database:
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Use PHP to retrieve paragraph text from database (set up connection in conninfo.php):
<body>

<h2>About Me</h2>

<h3>My Profile:</h3>

<?

include ("conninfo.php");

$query="SELECT * FROM instantedit";

$result=mysql_query($query) or die("Sorry");

$r=mysql_fetch_array($result);

?>

<span id="para1" onClick="javascript:changeit()" style="border:solid;border-width:1px;padding:5px;width:300px">

<?

echo $r["paracontents"];

?>

</span>

<br><br>

<i>Click text above to change, click again to update</i>

</body>

</html>
4. Now we will use AJAX in function changeit() so that when the user changes the text, it is stored in the database. We will use PHP to do this.
function changeit()

{

contents=para1.innerHTML

    if (x==1) //make editable

    {

    para1.innerHTML="<textarea id='tochange' cols='50'>"+contents+"</textarea>";



tochange.focus(tochange.value.length);

    }



else //return



{



contents=tochange.innerHTML;//get from textarea

//do the AJAX

  var xmlHttp;

  try

    {



 // Firefox, Opera 8.0+, Safari



 xmlHttp=new XMLHttpRequest();



  }

  catch (e)

    {

    // Internet Explorer

    try

      {

      xmlHttp=new ActiveXObject("Msxml2.XMLHTTP");

      }

    catch (e)

      {

      try

        {

        xmlHttp=new ActiveXObject("Microsoft.XMLHTTP");

        }

      catch (e)

        {

        alert("Your browser does not support AJAX!");

        return false;

        }

      }

    }

    xmlHttp.onreadystatechange=function()

      {

      if(xmlHttp.readyState==4)

        {

        para1.innerHTML=xmlHttp.responseText;//reprint text on screen

        }

      }

var url="updatepara.php?newtext="+contents;

 xmlHttp.open("GET",url,true);

    xmlHttp.send(null);



}

x=1-x;

}
updatepara.php

<?

include("conninfo.php");

$contents=$_GET["newtext"];

$query=mysql_query("UPDATE instantedit SET paracontents='$contents' WHERE aprano=1 );

echo $contents;

?>
5. Multiple paragraph editing, reusing same code. (passing parameters)
<html>

<head>

<title>Untitled</title>

<script language="JavaScript" type="text/javascript">

<!--

x=1;

function changeit(currentpara,noofpara)

{

contents=currentpara.innerHTML

    if (x==1) //make editable

    {

    currentpara.innerHTML="<textarea id='tochange' cols='50'>"+contents+"</textarea>";



tochange.focus(tochange.value.length);

    }



else //return



{



contents=tochange.innerHTML;//get from textarea



//do the AJAX

  var xmlHttp;

  try

    {



 // Firefox, Opera 8.0+, Safari



 xmlHttp=new XMLHttpRequest();



  }

  catch (e)

    {

    // Internet Explorer

    try

      {

      xmlHttp=new ActiveXObject("Msxml2.XMLHTTP");

      }

    catch (e)

      {

      try

        {

        xmlHttp=new ActiveXObject("Microsoft.XMLHTTP");

        }

      catch (e)

        {

        alert("Your browser does not support AJAX!");

        return false;

        }

      }

    }

    xmlHttp.onreadystatechange=function()

      {

      if(xmlHttp.readyState==4)

        {

        currentpara.innerHTML=xmlHttp.responseText;//reprint text on screen

        }

      }

var url="updatepara.php?newtext="+contents+"&parano="+noofpara;

 xmlHttp.open("GET",url,true);

    xmlHttp.send(null);



}

x=1-x;

}

//-->

</script>

</head>

<body>

<h2>About Me</h2>

<h3>My Profile:</h3>

<?

include ("conninfo.php");

$query="SELECT * FROM instantedit";

$result=mysql_query($query) or die("Sorry");

?>

<span id="para1" onClick="javascript:changeit(this,1)" style="border:solid;border-width:1px;padding:5px;width:300px">

<?

$r=mysql_fetch_array($result);

echo $r["paracontents"];

?>

</span>

<br><br>

<span id="para2" onClick="javascript:changeit(this,2)" style="border:solid;border-width:1px;padding:5px;width:300px">

<?

$r=mysql_fetch_array($result);

echo $r["paracontents"];

?>

</span>

<br><br>

<i>Click text above to change, click again to update</i>

</body>

</html>
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