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Introduction
Classical criminology theory, with its five key concepts of rationality, hedonism, punishment, human rights, and due process, has been a fundamental framework in understanding criminal behaviour and its impact on society (Burke, 2011). This theory perceives criminal acts as immoral behaviour that weakens the fabric of society and emphasizes the role of punishment as a deterrent and a means of establishing societal norms. Rational choice theory, strongly associated with classical criminology, has significantly influenced the justice system in the United Kingdom (Steele, 2015), guiding punishment decisions based on a logical assessment of cost versus reward. In this context, evidence-based policing (EBP) has emerged as a crucial approach in shaping effective policing practices. EBP relies on rigorous scientific research and empirical evidence to develop and modify interventions, policies, and procedures, allowing police departments to make data-driven decisions and enhance overall effectiveness while promoting transparency within their operations (Muhlhausen, 2020). This essay explores the key concepts and influence of classical criminology theory, delving into the significance of EBP models like Problem-Oriented Policing (POP), Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment (SARA) model in addressing crime and its underlying causes. The strengths and limitations of the POP and SARA shed light on their potential in reducing criminal behaviour and shaping law enforcement strategies. Additionally, classical criminology's impact on punishment and prison reform is discussed, highlighting its historical significance and its implications for contemporary criminal justice practices (Dockley, 2019). Overall, classical criminology theory continues to be a cornerstone in the study of crime and the development of effective policing and crime reduction strategies.
There are 5 key details for classical criminology, these 5 are rationality, hedonism, punishment, human rights, and due process. The classical theory of crime looks at criminals acts as a type of wrong/immoral behaviour which then has a major impact on society by weakening it. Rational choice theory is associated with classical criminology, In the United States of America the justice system is very largely influenced by the classical criminology theory and the rational choice theory, ‘’meaning that if you make the choice to commit a certain crime then it only makes sense for you to be punished out of logical judgment of cost versus reward’ (Bond, 2021).
Evidence-Based Policing (EBP) relies on the use of rigorous scientific research and empirical evidence to shape policing practices (Sherman, 1999). By identifying, evaluating, and applying existing research studies and best practices, EBP ensures that policing strategies are rooted in reliable evidence rather than assumptions or tradition (Papadimitrakopoulos, 2017). This evidence is used to develop and modify interventions, policies, and procedures, aiming to address specific crime or community problems effectively. An example of this would be CCTV. CCTV is used worldwide to prevent crimes. They are usually located in public areas, and they can provide the police with information and can be used as proof in courts (SECUIRTY, 2022). Additionally, evidence is crucial in evaluating the impact of policing practices, allowing for data-driven adjustments and improvements. By embracing an evidence-based approach, police departments strive to enhance decision-making, maximize effectiveness, and promote transparency within their operations.
To assess and define the efficacy of ongoing policing practises, evidence-based policing (EBP) relies on the systematic and meticulous application of evidence. Law enforcement organisations can evaluate the results of their interventions and strategies with objectivity thanks to EBP's data collection and analysis techniques (Boulton et al., 2021). This evidence-based methodology aids in identifying the practises that successfully lower crime and improve community safety, as well as those that may need to be changed or abandoned. EBP offers insightful information about what works and what does not by assessing the effects of various initiatives, enabling police departments to allocate resources more wisely and make well-informed decisions. The use of evidence in determining the efficacy of ongoing practise promotes data-driven decision-making within law enforcement, ensuring that policing strategies remain effective and relevant in addressing the constantly changing challenges of crime and public safety (Sherman, 2013).
Making evidence-based decisions is critical in the field of law enforcement. For police departments to be successful in the continuous fight against crime and the upkeep of public safety, they must rely on solid evidence to guide their strategies, operations, and resource allocation. To find patterns, trends, and the underlying causes of criminal behaviour, law enforcement in the UK uses empirical evidence, data analysis, and rigorous scientific research (Meijer & Wessels, 2019). With so much information at their disposal, they can design proactive and focused interventions that meet the specific needs of the community while allowing for a focused approach in high-impact areas. The use of evidence not only facilitates decision-making but also encourages accountability and transparency in law enforcement. Evidence-based policing increases public trust in law enforcement by allowing decisions to be based on objective data, which improves the effectiveness and efficiency of these efforts overall. Adopting evidence-based practises helps the UK police to effectively respond to the changing crime landscape, continuously learn from their experiences, and adapt to the changing needs of the communities they serve (Longstaff et al., 2015). In summary, the implementation of evidence-based decision-making provides the UK police with the necessary knowledge to make well-informed decisions, leading to safer communities and an efficient and responsive justice system.
Problem oriented policing 
By examining the underlying causes of the problem, problem-oriented policing (POP) is a technique designed to reduce crime and disturbance (Weisburd et al., 2012). This strategy aims to improve our comprehension of the issue through thorough research, which will enable the creation of customised solutions and an evaluation of their effects). Instead of concentrating only on the issue at hand, POP is made to enable focused interventions. It can be used to address a variety of crime and disorder-related issues, and it should be viewed as a supplementary tactic that works in concert with other interventions in the crime reduction toolkit rather than as an alternative. The SARA model (Scanning, Analysis, Response, Assessment) of problem-solving, which holds that comprehending and determining the underlying causes or enabling conditions is essential for creating successful solutions (Burton & McGregor, 2018), is in line with problem-oriented policing. There is evidence to suggest that POP has helped to lower overall crime rates. A meta-analysis found that POP reduced crime and disorder more than business-as-usual policing did. A reported 33.8% of the reduction in crime and disorder was attributable to POP implementation (Hinkle, 2020). This reduction was slight but significant.

SARA model
Four steps make up the SARA model. Identification and prioritisation of possible criminal activity and disorder issues is known as Scanning. Analysis - a potentially problematic process that involves obtaining data and intelligence to help pinpoint the root causes of the numerous issues. Response - This refers to the creation and application of customised actions meant to tackle the root causes of the issue, which are typically found during the analysis stage. Assessment - Assessing the impact is necessary to determine whether the intended outcome was achieved and to modify the necessary response (Lancaster, 2009). The SARA follows a logical flow for processing, but effective problem solving is rarely linear. Analysis can result in a redefining of the problem and a method for fine-tuning it for scanning. Changes to the responses might be necessary, necessitating additional analysis. These evaluations point to an issue that may still exist, indicating that a fresh start is necessary. The various components of the SARA model must be treated as a single kind of fluid when working with it. There is a prerequisite that must be satisfied before you can proceed to the other stages of SARA, so you must be prepared to go back and review the earlier stages when added information becomes available and prescriptions become necessary.
The strengths and limitations of POP/SARA
There are several advantages and disadvantages to problem-oriented policing (POP), also known as problem-solving policing. One of its noteworthy advantages is its commitment to understanding the underlying causes of problems via careful investigation (Weisburd, 2008), which makes it easier to formulate tailored solutions. When compared to traditional policing techniques, POP's precision-targeted interventions have shown a modest but significant impact on reducing crime and disorder. The inclusion of the SARA model (Weisburd, 2008), which provides a methodical framework for efficient problem-solving, is another admirable aspect. Classical criminology and its influence on punishment and prison reform it is imperative to recognise the inherent limitations of POP. The method may require a large commitment of time and resources, as well as a large expenditure of money and experience. Furthermore, the nonlinear character of problem-solving suggests that redefining problems and modifying answers might become necessary. Notwithstanding these drawbacks, POP proves to be a useful strategy for combating disorder and crime by addressing the underlying causes as opposed to just treating the symptoms when used in conjunction with other interventions.
The use of the death penalty, torture, and corporal punishment has decreased. Bentham argued in favour of the death penalty in certain situations, such as murder, even though Beccaria and he opposed it. The number of prisons increased in the latter half of the 18th and 19th centuries, with a focus on mental punishment to change perceptions of criminal behaviour (Shapiro, 2002). Traditional concepts hold true today: deterrence is still used in legal systems, and jails act as deterrents to lower crime rates. However, the assumption that all criminals are rational is a flaw in classical criminology, as biological factors call into question this notion (Wickert, 2022). Substance abuse or mental illness can impair reason, which undermines the concept of personal autonomy. The benefit of evidence-based policing is that it bases decisions on tried-and-true investigative techniques (Alfredo, 2020), making use of accurate evidence and creative solutions from police personnel. However, a drawback is that research quality determines policy, and unreliable methods and unclear hypotheses pose a risk (Alfredo, 2020). Police personnel might not be knowledgeable about research, and the phrase "evidence-based" in policy could mislead the public about how effective it is (Alfredo, 2020).

Conclusion
In summary, the fundamental ideas of rationality, hedonism, punishment, human rights, and due process found in classical criminology theory have made a substantial contribution to our understanding of criminal behaviour and its effects on society (Burke, 2011). According to this theory, criminal activity is immoral and erodes social cohesion. Punishment serves as a deterrent and a tool for establishing social norms. Intricately linked to classical criminology, rational choice theory has had a significant impact on the UK legal system, influencing punishment decisions by weighing benefits and costs rationally (Steele, 2015). One important modern strategy for improving police procedures is the advent of evidence-based policing, or EBP. Police departments can make data-driven decisions, increase overall effectiveness, and promote transparency in their operations by utilising evidence-based practise (EBP), which is based on rigorous scientific research and empirical evidence (Muhlhausen, 2020). The main ideas of classical criminology are examined in this essay, along with their impact. The importance of EBP models like Problem-Oriented Policing (POP) and the SARA model in addressing crime and its causes is highlighted. POP and SARA's advantages and disadvantages shed light on how well they might work to curtail criminal activity and modify law enforcement tactics. It is also highlighted how classical criminology has historically influenced prison reform and punishment, highlighting its ongoing relevance and implications for modern criminal justice procedures (Dockley, 2019). Modern viewpoints acknowledge the impact of biological factors, such as substance abuse and mental illness, on rational decision-making, in contrast to the traditional belief that all criminals are rational individuals (Wickert, 2022). With a greater emphasis on mental punishment for rehabilitation, the use of harsh punishments like the death penalty is decreasing, which is consistent with changing societal values. By utilising proven investigative methods and encouraging accountability, evidence-based policing is crucial in directing law enforcement decisions. Nonetheless, there are risks associated with issues like poor research quality influencing policy and possible public misinformation about efficacy (Alfredo, 2020). Although customised interventions have demonstrated the efficacy of Problem-Oriented Policing (POP) in decreasing crime, it is important to recognise the limitations of this approach, including the considerable time and resource commitment (Weisburd, 2008). In conclusion, the fundamental theories of classical criminology continue to shape efficient police practises and crime-reduction tactics. The incorporation of problem-oriented approaches and evidence-based practises represents a modern trend towards data-driven decision-making and customised interventions, giving law enforcement the resources, they need to handle the changing demands of public safety and crime.
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