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This topic is important because Every aspect of development—including reducing poverty, equal opportunities for women and men, employment, health, freedom of speech, and peacebuilding—is impacted by education. education is more than just going to school; it is about getting an education that is safe, inclusive, and empowering. One of the most rights for young and older children is education. It helps children's abilities, knowledge, self-esteem, and prospects. Additionally, education is crucial for promoting development and lowering poverty and treat people equally. International agreements, such as Articles 28 and 29 focus on children's right to education and the quality and the content of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC,2022), recognize education as a human right. (UNICEF ,2022). children in the majority world (low- and middle-income countries) still lack access to quality and reliable education. Even if children are admitted to school, they might encounter inadequate teaching, low resources, discrimination, or disruptions in their learning.  Children have lack of Education worldwide down to a lot of reasons and the main reason is Poverty. UNICEF, (2024) works in One Hundred and Forty-Seven countries to provide children with learning opportunities and skills which the children need for everyday life.  (UNICEF, 2024)
This essay talks about Education and the barriers in the country Nigeria in West Africa, the most popular country in Africa, with a population of more than Two Hundred million people, with the highest population of children and young people in the world. Nigeria is rich in oil resources, but a large part of its population lives in poverty and one of the most critical problems that Nigeria has faced in recent years is the development of its education sector. However, there has been a few improvements in this area in recent years, but still not safe for children and young people. This essay will cover Nigeria's educational development, including the challenges experienced and achievements made., millions of children and young people having access to education is a challenge.  (Luise, O.E., 2023)
The Organization of African Unity (OAU), which is now the African Union (AU), adopted the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) in July 1990. The Charter became active on November 29, 1999. Its main objectives were to improve the Convention's application and improve the rights outlined in the UN Convention to deal with the difficult challenges faced by African children. There are some differences between the UN Convention and the Charter, but overall, the two documents have similar content. (www.open.edu, n.d.). Yet in Nigeria children still struggle to access consistent and good quality education and schools face a shortage of qualified untrained teachers, lack of resources, poor facilities for education and overcrowded classes, which has an impact of the quality of education and has low literacy rates in the country. A report has shown in 2010 Nigeria literacy rates was 68% but by 2021 it went up to 77.62% (see appendix 1) it has gone up but not too much considering it's a modern world these days and comparing these results to the developed countries which stood at 96%. (Ihuoma, 2024)). Children are struggling with their Maths and their reading even though they have been going to school for years. Children are taught in English but don't speak it at home which don't help. also, teachers struggle talking in English as well and they don't have the resources to help them and Literacy is a must to help children understand other subjects. Poor Literacy in communities face higher poverty rates. (Kareem, 2025). English language is taught in Nigeria because over Five Hundred languages are spoken within different families which will make it hard for teachers to deliver their lesson. (Macaulay, 2023).
Nigeria schools have shown behaviour problems are more common in children from government primary schools than children in private schools. Skinner (1953) theory states that; learning is shaped through reinforcement with rewards and consequences that can strengthen these behaviours. (Skinner, 1958) However public schools in Nigeria classes are overcrowded and shortage of teachers and lack of training and low resources and this can reduce individual reinforcement. Private schools have better education as they don't face this barrier. (Akpan, Ojinnaka and Ekanem, 2010) 
Poverty is the main barrier of education as children from poor families are more likely to drop out early as  families struggle to fund costs for food, health and shelter, then education is forgotten about even though primary education is free for children families still must fund the money to pay for uniforms, books and transport fees which they can't afford. Families also force their children to work instead of education as they need the money or are to ill or hungry and weak to go to school. Children from rich families have access to private school, extra tutoring and schools are safer conditions and have more resources while poorer children do not have access to these even some have no access at all to education which is down to money. The way poverty affects educational outcomes is explained by Bourdieu's (1977) theory of social development. He thinks the cultural capital of dominant groups is rewarded in schools. Families in Nigeria's middle class can afford private education and frequently speak English. At home. Children from low-income families may be disadvantaged because they lack the language and cultural capital that the educational system values. (Andersen and Jæger, 2015) UK Government states that investments in education increases economic growth within their nation.  (Grant, 2017). Maslow (1943) proposed the Hierarchy of needs theory he stated humans must start with basic Physiological and safety needs before they can achieve growth. The Hierarchy starts with Physiologic needs which are (shelter, water and food). Safety, love, self-esteem and self-actualisation. In Nigeria high levels of poverty effect children's ability to reach these needs as lots of children attend school hungry or without adequate health care and others live in conflict areas where safety is not guaranteed, so expecting children to concentrate on learning while their basic needs are not met is never going to happen as if a child is scared or hungry focusing on learning us reduced.  (Noltemeyer et al., 2020) However, Nigerians Governments only invest part of their income in Education which is below Twenty Six percent of the budget. (Yusuf, Aremu, 2014a). The United Nation Development Programme (UNDP, 2004) argue that growth and development should focus on human development through investment in education and health for the benefit of the people. (Yusuf, Aremu, 2014b). 
 However, Nigeria still falls behind with handwashing facilities toilets and basic hygiene needs with only 11% of schools worldwide having access to basic Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene wash services, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) warned that Nigeria faces a major
 public health and education problem. UNICEF Chief of Field Office Rahamah Farrah said the lack of clean water and sanitation in 
schools are contributing to absences, especially among young girls, and exposing millions of children to preventable diseases like cholera and malaria during a media dialogue on WASH facilities in Kano, Nigeria. (Willie, 2026). 
Maslow (1946) his Theory states that humans are motivated by levels of needs, physiological safety, love, and self-esteem and suggests that basic lower-level needs are needed, food and shelter come first before any other needs. However, Nigeria don't meet Maslow's hierarchy needs schools don't have running water, food shelter they are not safe either. (Cherry, 2024) Nigeria introduce free education and National Assembly approved and put into effect the universal basic education bill, which is mandatory and free. On May 26, 2004, it went into operation and follows the guiding principles of the (UBE) act. The goal of Universal Basic Education (UBE) is for every child to graduate from nine years of 
continuous education with the necessary skills and values, be employable, and be able to 
contribute their fair share to the growth of the country. However, many problems have been noticed since this program began on 2004, not enough preparation, low funding, low supervision, and monitoring, unsuitable qualifies teachers, poor facilities, low resources, poverty and a lack of policy understanding. (R., I.O.-O, 2018) 
The poor funding for Education and teachers has become a worry. UBE is a program that was launched by u President called Olusegun Obasanjo's in 1999 and it helped all children attend education for free. The UBE has Three components which are universal which means children and young people regardless of any definitions is entitled to education, Basic means essential things must be given and then Education is a must for all children. UBE helps children with their skills and the economy, but this program is not working, children are still in the streets working and not attending school. The law in Nigeria have failed in Education and Teachers are blamed a lot but where are the Education inspectors and supervisors? Teachers are not supported enough and are expected to teach children with no resources and an unsafe environment. (R., I.O., 2018)
Another barrier to education in Nigeria is violence and conflict, and there is a group called Boko Harran they kidnap students from school for slavery and ransom to make money, kill teachers and attack schools which has made schools close and parents are too scared to send their children. United Nations Children's Fund have said that over 8 thousand boys and girls have been kidnapped and used as child soldiers by armed groups in Nigeria. (Phuong T. Nguyen), a UNICEF Chief of Maiduguri Field Office, stated that armed war in North-East Nigeria has interrupted livelihoods and access to education and essential services for children and their families for 13 years and resulting in thousands of deaths. She said the continuing violent war had destroyed 5,000 classrooms and about a million houses. (Abdullahi, 2022). She stated, "It is unacceptable and terrible that boys and girls continue to serve on the front lines of a conflict they did not start."  However, Nguyen demanded that armed organizations in Nigeria stop recruiting and using children and that those who are in their care be released. (Abdullahi,2022) Only recently, Three Hundred children were abducted from a boarding school in a village called Papiri on 21st November 2025, one man that was interviewed by the BBC lost his son that day and was kidnapped from this school. Children were as young as Five years old. Parents know where these children are taken to but are frightened to go there to get their children to safety as its too dangerous these people need help and have been let down by the Government since 2014 over One Thousand and Five Hundred children have been abducted and never seen again.  (Jones, Herrmannsen, 2025). UNICEF states that all children have the right to protection from harm, Article 19- be safe from silence and with this happening in the schools and this right is being ignored .(UNICEF, 1989) The president of the United States slated the Nigerian government for not safeguarding children against assaults from Islamist militants. (Jones, Herrmannsen, 2025). He threatened military action and deployed troops to Nigeria to carry put airstrikes on them. (Adebayo, B. (2025)
In September 2025 a report by the UN, Staes nearly 15,000 schools were closed in Nigeria, causing nearly Three million children to miss out of education. Some schools remain open, but children attend their classes in fear. Sone authorities have stepped in and provided security in some areas, and some have set up mini camps for children to continue with their education, but some experts have said it is not enough to get the education system in Nigeria back in track. (Domena, 2025).

Children in Nigeria are at a high risk from the impact of climate crisis threatening education, protection and health. Following the work of Greta Tornberg a Swedish environmental activist her project called “Fridays for Future” global climate strike movement, the report stated 1 billion children live in 1 of 33 countries classed as a very hight risk of the impact of the climate change. Nigeria is ranked the Second country. (UNICEF (2021).  According to the research, Nigerian children are particularly vulnerable to the effects of air pollution and coastal flooding. However, it also showed that investments in social services, especially in the areas of child health, nutrition, and education, can significantly improve our ability to protect them from the effects of climate change in the future. (UNICEF, 2021)

Education is more prioritised for boys than girls and has a huge impact on female education especially in rural areas like Northern Nigeria because in the African culture the females family sees it as a waste of money and female young teenagers  are made to leave school early and not continue in secondary school this could be because the family want the female to stay at home and help out with chores or work and be the property of the parents and help out with a wage to help fund for their brother to go to education or they could have a  arranged marriage and marry a husband and start a family and change her name to his surname and her life is controlled by her husband and his family, woman are seen as the property of males and seen as belonging in the kitchen. This is where female education is non-existent. Their culture beliefs are females should be married off before teaching adulthood. Families are scared by not following the tradition by social pressure and expectations from families and friends and if the female child is not married by a certain age she is not wanted later, could get abused and mistreated. Females are deprived from communicating with the outside word which can affect their well-being and self-esteem. According to (Walaiye et al, 2016) Sixty-Five Million girls never saw what a school looks like and over One Hundred Million children don't continue with their education.  Nigerian Government have attempted to help with the challenges of gender issues and introduces the “Girls Education Project” (GEP) and an education sector program (ESSPIN) and focusing on female education. But it is still happening families are still sticking to their beliefs and using their daughters to tackle their financial problem. (Fatai Ayiki Azeez et al., 2024). According to the “African Charter on the rights and welfare of the child” - Article 31- Children have duties to their families and communities, to respect their parents, elders, and superiors, and to uphold and reinforce African traditions in what they do with those in the community. UNCRC does not contain this Article 31. Poverty is a massive barrier to education and families prioritise education for boys down to this. (Fatai Ayiki Azeez et al., 2024).  
This is so unfair on females every child should be treated equally as UNICSF,2020 states that all children, no matter where they live or circumstances should have the right to education as Article 28 and 29 focus on the quality and content of education which all  children should have the rights to. UNICEF (2020). Many children in Nigeria do not experience these rights even though Nigeria became a member with the United Nations convention UNCRC on March 21st, 1991, and agreed that Education is necessary for every child. (United Nations, 2008). 
Nigeria has cultural beliefs and believes girls' roles are to get married and start a family at an early age. Thirty percent women are married before they turn Eighteen years old, these young women don't continue with their secondary education. MAKALA fund is an organisation whom state girls have the right to education for Twelve years by creating a safer, equal and healthier world with help from the governments, staff, families who are trying to end child marriage and improve policies to ensure young girls who are married and pregnant to return to school to continue their education.  (Malala Fund, 2023)
A programme called “Education as a vaccine” has trained Forty-One girls to talk to Government leaders and the community about how important girls' education is and about hidden school fees. As a result from this program, more girls have started to go to school as the rate had gone down from Seventy Three percent to Sixty-Seven percent from Three communities. 
(Malala Fund, 2023)
Conclusion 
In Nigeria many children still face barriers to good education even though the country has signed international agreements like the UN Convention on rights of the child (UNCRC) over 10 million children primary aged are not enrolled in school and the ones who do go to school struggle with basic skills. Poverty, gender, inequality, and insecurity continue as major barriers that restrict education, there is not enough money spent in education and not enough trained teachers. Cultural issues like early marriage puts children out of education early especially females. To improve Education in Nigeria they do need better funding and more teachers trained. reduce child labour and kidnapping which Schools should be made safer so children can attend and learn.
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