Martial Summary
Martial, or Marcus Valerius Martialis, was born at around 38 – 41 AD, in a roman colony near Spain, he was the poet who perfected the Latin Epigram, which was a piece of work that showed us Roman Society. He was a well educated man and in his early 20s, he became client to a powerful family, this being around 64 AD. He was well looked after by two others, those being Lucan and Seneca. Though they met their deaths in 65 AD after they were implicated in a plot against Nero. After this, Martial would write books, though this brought him very little financial wealth, he would go on living off the rich. This wasn’t the greatest way of living as his relations between the families would sour, in his Epigraphs, it would contain some of his opinions of the families he depended on, containing lots of complaining about those families with what seemed like desperation. During this time, this would have been between 65 and 80 AD, he would publish the Liber Spectaculorum, a book of poems on the Colosseum. His reputation was slowly growing in Rome and eventually he was granted a farm and then a house by 94 AD. He was then allowed the right to have three children, though this never came to be. He had a good relationship with the emperor of his time, this was Domitian, until his death in 96. After realizing the change in what the public could tolerate with literary works and he moved back to Spain until his death in 104.
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