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1.0 Executive Summary

This report contains an evaluation of why I have chosen the construction industry for my studies and for my professional career. It will focus on how I was inspired by the industry and how I approached becoming a part of it. My report will highlight various factors that let to my decisions based on my own research and summarise my experience within the industry up until the present time.
I will research the experiences of construction professionals and contrast their outlook on their career with my own goals. 
2.0 Terms of Reference

2.1 The focus of my report includes:
2.1.1 My education, experience and inspiration regarding the construction industry.
2.1.2 My interest in Civil Engineering, my experience and knowledge gained from my career in engineering design.
2.1.3 External accounts from accredited engineers and their opinions on the industry. 
2.1.4 The report is due by the 3rd of November 2022.
3.0 Report
My Experience
My decision to pursue construction for my studies and for my career started during my time in comprehensive school. Where I had excelled with a hands on medium within my resistant materials class, however my true passion was for design. I had chosen CAD and Art & Design for my options in my senior years as I knew this would allow me to gain the fundamental knowledge to set myself up for higher education studies in the field.
Through my college years where I had studied BTEC Art & Design, some of the modules I worked on introduced me to architecture. I designed my own buildings, some of which I was able to develop into scaled 3D models made from wood and various other materials. 
Confident I was able to apply my experience and technical ambitions to a professional setting. To this end I applied and was successful in being appointed as a Trainee Technician role within the Design Engineering division of Carmarthenshire County Council. The post has allowed me to gain initial experience working on a number of projects within Civil Engineering and the opportunity support this through training.
My introduction into the Civil Engineering industry has allowed me to further explore my interests and gain vital knowledge and skills within, including: design and development of numerous highway design schemes, using design software such as AutoCAD, Civil 3D and LSS, completing bills of quantities for contractors and conducting topographical surveys on site.
My role within the construction industry has allowed me to work alongside many experienced engineers with each decades of experience. This has inspired me to pursue a career in engineering myself, and to follow the necessary path to accreditation so I may in future oversee my own design schemes.
Why Civil Engineering?

Early on in my academic career I developed an interest in the built environment, however through my current employment, the insight I now have into what the industry achieves. When asked “What about being a Civil Engineer inspires you?” Project Manager Jack Rose said “It’s knowing that I can make a genuinely positive contribution to the lives of people. Whether it’s clean water, or a smooth ride to work, this matters” Rose (n.d). 
Rose’s answer reflects similarly to my own views on the industry, the contribution made to the community and society in general is what inspires me. 

I believe that being responsible for the first stages of the design process, and continued efforts through to the completion of a project that will be utilised and valued by many is a reward in itself.
The career of Civil Engineering presents many opportunities, the salary, even from the entry levels of engineering can start from £26,000 annually and range as high as £78,000.
“Consulting civil engineer salaries are generally in the region of £26,000 to £32,500.

Junior/graduate members earn an average salary of £34,454; this is lower for non-members.

The average salary for civil engineer members of the Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) is £56,965.

The average salary of a director (or above) is £78,333. With fellow status, and in certain locations, this can be higher.” AGCAS (2022).
I do not believe that salary should be the only deciding factor when making decisions about a career, however I have no doubt that salary plays a big part in the quality of my life, therefore it is an important consideration.

Based on my own professional experience in the industry, the work life balance of a Civil Engineer appears healthy.
The engineers at my current employment work on a flexi schedule, where they are able to work hours of their choice, including hybrid working with days working from home and days working in the office. I have realised that flexibility of working schedules is important because it relieves any pressure both from within work and at home. 
“I never realised how flexible a career in civil engineering could be, and how it would adapt as my life changed.” (Pether n.d.). 

In my opinion the most important element of my career is how satisfied I am in my role. From my own observation I can say that each Civil Engineer or other member of the design engineering team are certainly satisfied within their career. 
Many of the members of the Institution of Civil Engineers on their website hold their career in high regard. Often progression in the industry allows them to travel over the world and work on large projects with other experienced industry professionals. The opportunity to not only learn from other likeminded professionals but to become more experienced by working in other regions with differing regulations and laws, studying different environments and how professional practices are applied to these variables.
4.0
Conclusion
My evaluation of why I chose construction for my studies. 

Through my report I have reflected on my education and how it has      played a role in establishing myself in my current studies.
I have analysed my role as a design engineering technician and the work I do with civil engineers and other skilled construction industry workers. 

The accounts of the ICE accredited engineers and how they find purpose in their career very much align with my own opinions, and gives me confidence that I have made the correct choice in my studies.
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