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1. 	Why is it important for companies to keep up with patent filings?

Patents provide exclusive rights to an inventor, granted by a country, for a limited period of time in exchange for a disclosure of an invention. The disclosure of these inventions is critical to future advancements in science and technology. If carefully analyzed, patent documents can help identify emerging technologies, inspire novel solutions, foster symbiotic partnerships, and enhance overall awareness of business’ capabilities and limitations. Patent filings are therefore important for companies that hope to remain competitive in a highly changing technological climate.

2.	How did Kodak use text analytics to better analyze patents?

Using dedicated analysts and state-of-the-art software tools (including specialized text mining tools from ClearForest Corp.), Kodak continuously digs deep into various data sources (patent databases, new release archives, and product announcements) in order to develop a holistic view of the competitive landscape.

3.	What were the challenges, the proposed solution, and the obtained results?

Kodak’s challenges are to apply more than a century’s worth of knowledge about imaging science and technology to new uses and to secure those new uses with patents. The problem is that it is nearly impossible to efficiently process such enormous amounts of semistructured data (patent documents usually contain partially structured and partially textual data). But through the use of text mining tools, Kodak is able to obtain a wide range of benefits. These include enabling competitive intelligence, making critical business decisions, identifying and recruiting new talent, identifying unauthorized use of Kodak’s patents, identifying complementary inventions for forming symbiotic partnerships, and preventing competitors from creating similar products.

