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Topic of discussion:
What is recent Ofsted’s inspection report of my local primary schools?  What ratings and recommendations were made to the schools to inform me when choosing a school for my daughter’s primary education?
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Aims and objectives:
I have decided to discuss a recent report from Ofsted for this assignment as I had to choose a primary school for my daughter to attend.  Choosing a school for your child can be challenging, as it requires careful consideration. Primary education is an important foundation in a child’s academic as well as career and upbringing to be successful in life. 
I chose inspection reports from Ofsted for local schools for this assignment and for personal reasons because according to (GOV.UK, 2019), “Ofsted is the Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills. We inspect services providing education and skills for learners of all ages. We also inspect and regulate services that care for children and young people.  Ofsted’s role is to make sure that organisations providing education, training and care services in England do so to a high standard for children and students.
Every week, they carry out hundreds of inspections and regulatory visits throughout England and publish the results online.
Ofsted report directly to Parliament and we are independent and impartial”.
Their responsibilities and priorities' according to (GOV.UK, 2019) include:
Inspecting
· Maintained schools and academies, some independent schools, and many other educational institutions and programmes outside of higher education
· Childcare, adoption and fostering agencies and initial teacher training
Regulating
· A range of early years and children’s social care services, making sure they’re suitable for children and potentially vulnerable young people
Reporting
· Publishing reports of our findings so they can be used to improve the overall quality of education and training
· Informing policymakers about the effectiveness of these services
Ofsted is a member of the National Preventive Mechanism which monitors and reports on places of detention.
Our priorities
We will ensure that:
· All of our work is evidence-led
· Our evaluation tools and frameworks are valid and reliable
· Our frameworks are fair
· We launch the Education inspection framework in September 2019
· We aim to reduce inspection burdens and make our expectations and findings clear
· We target our time and resources where they can lead directly to improvement
My research into finding the right primary school locally led me to access various reports to assist my decision from Ofsted which I will discuss in this paper.  I find Ofsted to be credible, reliable and non-bias with their reports.

Source of data
I considered the main two sources of data collection for this assignment for choosing a school which is Primary and Secondary data. As narrated by (Statistics How To, 2019), “Primary data is data that is collected by a researcher from first-hand sources, using methods like surveys, interviews, or experiments. It is collected with the research project in mind, directly from primary sources.
The term is used in contrast with the term secondary data. Secondary data is data gathered from studies, surveys, or experiments that have been run by other people or for other research.
Typically, a researcher will begin a project by working with secondary data. This allows time to formulate questions and gain an understanding of the issues being dealt with before the more costly and time-consuming operation of collecting primary data”.
I therefore will base my research on this topic on secondary data.  Ofsted’s publication is authentic and reliable.  However, I gained more information from the school of choice by using the following to gain more knowledge.
· I attended the Parents open day meeting where I was able to ask questions about the progress of the recommendations from the previous year of the visitation report from Ofsted.
· My own inspection round the school gave me good insight regarding Health and Safety.
· I inspected facilities such as the sports and recreational grounds, classrooms, the level and quality of hygiene, toilets and others that are also relevant for the comfort of children.
· Parents I spoke to also gave me relevant information about the school.  
· Visiting the school during school runs was important.  This gave me good insight into the safety and security for the children.
· I had the opportunity to speak to teachers who gave the confidence I needed to enrol my child. 

Method of data
This module taught me two methods of data collection.  I further read on various websites and books to understand what my research will be based on.  The two methods are Qualitative and Quantitative.
(atlas.ti, 2019) describes Quantitative data as, “Quantitative research is considered to have as its main purpose the quantification of data. This allows generalizations of results from a sample to an entire population of interest and the measurement of the incidence of various views and opinions in a given sample. Yet, quantitative research is not infrequently followed by qualitative research which then aims to explore select findings further”.
(atlas.ti, 2019) explains Qualitative data as, “Qualitative research is considered to be particularly suitable for gaining an in-depth understanding of underlying reasons and motivations. It provides insights into the setting of a problem. At the same time, it frequently generates ideas and hypotheses for later quantitative research”.
My research method upon this description depends on qualitative data.  Ofsted uses the following as basis for their inspection to rate primary schools:
· Description of the school
The report describes the school based on several factors.  Some of the factors are the ethnic integration of the population especially the minority.  The number of pupils entitled to free school meal is included in the report.  Any awards or commendations awarded to the school is recognised at the description stage. 
· Overall effectiveness of the school
The general effective of the school is graded on how welcoming it is.  It also considers the overall environment as well as the climate for learning.  Further, the report looks at the improvement of its academic achievement especially in Maths and English.  Health and social education are important curriculums, so these are also considered during inspections.  Evidence of teamwork and good management is credible in the report.
· Achievement and standards
Grading depends on improvements made from last the visit.  Maths, English and Science are fundamental subjects, so schools are graded on them.  The report recognises improvement in these subjects.
· Personal development and well-being
· Quality of provision Teaching and learning
· Curriculum and other activities
· Leadership and management
· Care, guidance and support


This is then graded in the following criteria:
Grade 1 - Outstanding 
Grade 2 - Good 
Grade 3 - Satisfactory 
Grade 4 - Inadequate
Sample size
The topic and my aims and objectives are of interest to my family, so I made a broad search.  I considered nationwide reports inspection from Ofsted and using “sample size” as a tool helped to reduce my choices.
(Methods.sagepub.com, 2019) refers to “sample choice” as, “the sample size of a survey most typically refers to the number of units that were chosen from which data were gathered. However, sample size can be defined in various ways. There is the designated sample size, which is the number of sample units selected for contact or data collection. There is also the final sample size, which is the number of completed interviews or units for which data are actually collected. The final sample size may be much smaller than the designated sample size if there is considerable nonresponse, ineligibility, or both. Not all the units in the designated sample may need to be processed if productivity in completing interviews is much higher than anticipated to achieve the final sample size”.

Results
After careful consideration of all the factors described, I chose 5 schools within the Barking and Dagenham borough where I reside with my family.  The Primary schools were:
· Rush Green Primary school
· Eastbrook School
· St. Mary's Catholic Primary school
· William Bellamy Primary SchoolPrimary Sch
· Crowlands Primary School 
The above schools were all graded as Good during inspection between 2018 and 2019.  I further reduced my choice to 3 schools based on my research and made my decision on their Grading, and most importantly distance in miles from home, commonly known as “school run”.  
My findings of the 3 primary schools from Ofsted’s investigation report regarding areas of development also played a major role in my decision of the choice of primary school. 
According to a recent inspection by (Files.api.ofsted.gov.uk, 2019), next steps and recommendation made to Rush Green Primary school was, “Leaders and those responsible for governance should ensure that: 
 They establish a manageable and workable system to measure pupils’ progress in the foundation subjects, so that teachers can plan for learning which provides a suitable degree of challenge for all pupils
 Recently appointed leaders continue to be coached and mentored, in order to strengthen their leadership of the areas they oversee”.
(Files.api.ofsted.gov.uk, 2019) further highlights external support received by Eastbrook School as, “You and your team benefit from a wide range of support. The local authority has been instrumental in brokering effective support from Leys Primary School. This focuses on leadership guidance and practical on-site support for staff. More recently, leadership support has also been commissioned from All Saints secondary school, which is part of a local teaching school alliance. This includes working with teachers and leaders in targeted departments to improve the quality of teaching, learning and assessment and raise pupils’ achievement”. 
St. Mary's Catholic Primary school was given recommendations from Ofsted according to (Files.api.ofsted.gov.uk, 2019) for “Leaders and those responsible for governance should ensure that:
  they build on the developments in writing so that all pupils make strong progress by the end of key stage 2.
 teaching and learning in the wider curriculum is of the same high quality as in English and mathematics”.
Below are various charts showing the distance of the five schools initially selected for my research.  
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Discussion
All 5 schools were graded Good between 2018 and 2019 as discussed earlier in this paper, I however made further investigations into “school runs” as it can affect the following: 
· Punctuality
· Cost of travel
· Walking or bike riding distance to enhance the quality of health for both parent and child
· Being close to the school will be important if I must attend to my child in case of an emergency

Conclusion
To conclude this paper, this module has enlightened and given me the tools to research and finally choose Rush Green Primary school for my daughter’s primary education. The choice of secondary data I retrieved gave me the confidence I needed to make this important decision.
The digital skills I acquired from attending university helped me present this paper.  Various excises such as the use of Microsoft Excel, has helped in producing this paper.  I can also reflect on my learnings from this module to assist me in my interest to work in Health and Social Care.  
I have gained good knowledge in what to look for when searching for a good foundation for a child’s education.   
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