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Kurt Hahn
Kurt Hahn was a pioneer of outdoor education, and of experimental teaching. Kurt Hahn’s philosophy to learning was not only forward thinking of his time, but also influential towards the way we can learn today. “One of Kurt Hahn’s early innovations was the introduction, with a local school, of the moray badge, a county award. It was to be awarded when people met certain standard in track and field, expeditions and lifesaving. It was this idea that was to be developed into the duke of Edinburgh’s award scheme.” This was important because having Prince Philips name on the award and John Hunt (leader of the first successful Everest expedition) as first director would give a greater profile and encourage more people to take part.
Kurt Hahn’s philosophies of educating were unique, with the seven laws of Salem,” these principles were set out in a document written in 1930 (and quoted in flavin 1996: 15 – 17)”.

1. “Give the children opportunities for self-discovery”.

2. “Make the children meet with triumph and defeat”.
3. “Give the children the opportunity of self-effacement in the common cause”.
4. “Provide periods of silence”.

5. “Train the imagination”.

6. “Make games important but not predominant”.

7. “Free the sons of the wealthy and powerful from the enervating sense of privilege”.

These seven principles are particular unique and important, giving a balance of foundations to the children, and for them to later build upon as an individual.
Kurt Hahn also was known as the “moving spirit” towards the idea of outward bound through the moray badge scheme, Outward Bound grew and in 1946 the Outward Bound Trust was established which was essential to the growth bringing funds and encouraging influential people on the board. Hahn was also part of the board eventually becoming an honorary member.
Kurt Hahn’s contribution to outdoor education and experimental learning was substantial; Hahn’s ideas and vision was greatly important giving his students essential mental and physical skills, to combat the robust world. Hahn’s philosophies are also the bases for future generations to build upon.    
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