Kamil Harris Assignment 1 EBP


Introduction
There are many theories and ideas associated with classical criminology for example the actions of criminals, the thought process, and if they do it for pleasure or excitement.
Classical criminology was an idea in the 18th century that humans are beings with the capability to make a choice or action, but classical criminology is focused on the idea that it’s a decision of the person to commit their crime and not anything outside forcing their decision to do it.
There are many theories over the years that have been used to understand the criminals thought process to why they would do the crime or not do it.
Rational Choices
This theory is based around the idea that people make rational choices depending on the reward and the risk for example if the reward outweighs the risk, then the person is most likely to do it due to there being a low chance of them getting caught etc.
Deterrence Theory
This idea is about criminals not committing crimes due to the risk outweighing the reward for example if cameras have heavy presence in an area, then crimes are less likely to be committed because the criminal knows there's a higher chance of them getting caught and going prison or getting fined etc.
https://soztheo.de/theories-of-crime/rational-choice/classical-criminology/?lang=en

How does this help understand crime and criminality 
There are many theories and ideas that help us tremendously in understanding crime and criminality for example the deterrence theory does work and to this day still is used because of how effective it is certain factors like lighting, CCTV, police, high population / busy areas deter criminals from committing crime which tells us that it’s a fully conscious decision by the criminal to commit these acts and this is similar to the rational choices theory because they are fully conscious of the decision to commit or to not commit the crime depending on the possible outcome.








Models of evidence-based policing 
POP – Problem oriented policing also refer to as problem-solving policing is a way of dealing with crime and disorder as its based around finding the starting cause of the issue or conditions that allow the issue to continue to then create a solution that will be effective.
SARA
SARA is an acronym that stands for Scanning, Analysis, Response, Assessment this model has 4 stages that must meet certain requirements before moving on to the next stage but depending on if new information is learnt adjustments are required to keep continuing through the stages
Scanning 
Organizing possible criminal and disorderly problems from most important to least important  
Analysis 
Looking for possible issues by gaining knowledge and intelligence to find out underlying causes that may be a factor in the issue
Response 
Developing and implementing a response to address the root of the issue in the analysis stage 
Assessment 
Assessing if the response had a big or small impact and if its effect was what they predicted so they can make necessary changes if needed 
Community policing: 
Encouraging officers to build relationships with the community, which can lead to greater cooperation and information being shared to officers to help reduce or prevent possible crime.
Target hardening 
Making it more difficult for robbers / criminals to commit crimes by increasing the security measures of potential targets, such as installing surveillance cameras and improving lighting in dark areas such as alleyways, and dark roads 

https://www.college.police.uk/guidance/problem-solving-policing




Hotspot
The term hotspot refers to a tiny area in different cities where criminal activity occurs quite often that is very predictable in terms of where it will happen and what crime will be committed. Hotspot is used in policing by increasing the number of visible patrols which in return decreases the criminal's chance of taking advantage if presented with the opportunity to commit a crime which is similar to the deterrence theory where if certain factors are in place for example better lighting or police presence the criminal is less likely to commit a crime because of the chances of them getting caught/ getting sent to jail is very high compared to if there were no deterrence in the area.
https://www.college.police.uk/guidance/hot-spots-policing#:~:text=Hot%20spots%20policing%20is%20a,but%20clustered%20in%20small%20locations



How classical criminology is used to understand the reasoning behind these methods 
Classical criminology is used to understand the reasoning behind these methods for example the method hotspot is very similar to the deterrence theory which is used in classical criminology. They both share very similar ideas and theories for example hotspot is used to deter criminals by using heavier presence and visibility and in classical criminology the deterrence theory is based around using factors to deter criminals such as better lighting in dark areas like alleyways. So overall the doing and understanding of these methods like SARA, HOTSPOT, POP wouldn’t be possible without classical criminology as all these methods link back to classical criminology for example all the methods use the theory of rational choices, deterrence theory,

Apply the ideas of evidence based policing and classical criminology to your chosen crime 
Evidence based policing and classical criminology have different ideas and theories but some of them are very similar to each other the crime of someone committing a robbery or theft is a conscious decision and is done for many reasons some people do it for pleasure / fun some people do it for money / self-gain but overall, it is a conscious decision that is made from the criminal.
Evidence-based policing
Hotspot policing: Focusing on high-crime areas where robberies occur frequently and deploying officers to those areas to prevent and deter robberies.
Target hardening: Making it more difficult for robbers to commit crimes by increasing the security measures of potential targets, such as installing surveillance cameras and improving lighting.
Community policing: Encouraging officers to build relationships with the community, which can lead to greater cooperation and information sharing that may help prevent robberies.
Problem-oriented policing: Identifying specific problems related to robbery in a particular area and developing targeted strategies to address those problems.
Classical criminology
Deterrence: Increasing the severity of punishments for robbery to deter individuals from committing the crime.
Rational choice theory: Understanding that individuals make rational decisions based on the costs and benefits of committing a crime, and that increasing the costs (e.g., the risk of being caught and punished) can reduce the likelihood of robbery.
Social disorganization theory: Recognizing that certain areas may have higher rates of robbery due to a lack of social control and community cohesion.
Routine activity theory: Understanding that robberies occur when there is a suitable target, a motivated offender, and a lack of capable guardians to prevent the crime. By increasing capable guardians or reducing suitable targets, robberies can be prevented.
Overall, I do think for the crime of robbery there are many effective theories and ideas that are used to deter / prevent the crime such as the points I listed above classical criminology can use deterrence such as police presence, highly populated areas and CCTV or even heavy handed punishment for committing said crime to reduce the chances of a criminal committing a robbery where as Evidence based policing uses data that is collected to make and use methods to also deter / prevent crime such as the hotspot method where police would be deployed/ stationed in high crime activity areas to reduce the chance of criminals committing a crime such as robbery / theft or even taking a social approach to the problem by using community policing which is when officers try to build good and healthy relationship with people within the communities they reside in as it's an effective way to gain information that could be used for the prevention of a crime or attack that may take place.
Strengths and weaknesses for evidence based policing
evidence-based policing have many strengths which allow the theories and ideas to thrive but then there are weaknesses which set the theories and ideas back for example The best advantage to using evidence-based policing is that the law enforcement can make their decisions when there is an established and proven method of investigation in addition to this they can develop on already existing evidence and progress procedures through theories and ideas that are based on experience from practical officers 
The fact that policies and procedures for evidence-based policing will only be as effective as the research itself is a significant drawback. It's common for researchers to skimp on the details of their hypotheses, data collection, methods, and testing procedures. The results of that research might not be reliable if any of these areas are flawed. A lot of police officers might not be knowledgeable enough about research techniques to apply these tactics effectively. Last but not least, simply labelling policy choices as "evidence-based" may mislead the public into believing that they are the best and most successful options available.
Overall evidence-based policing will only be as successful as the research gained because if the research is not accurate and precise then the methods / ideas that come from it won’t be good for practical use by officers.
https://www.ehow.co.uk/info_8495574_advantages-disadvantages-evidencebased-policing.html





Strengths and weaknesses of classical criminology
There are many strengths and weaknesses within classical criminology that allow it to be successful or unsuccessful within its theories and ideas for example some people commit crimes impulsively and don’t think it through properly but there are theory's such as rational choice that state if the reward outweighs the risk, they’ll commit the crime but there are also many other factors that contribute to this like biological factors for example “biological factors that stop someone from thinking properly” or even the person not understanding that what they're doing is a crime and has a punishable offence so in that regard classical criminology does have weaknesses but it also has good advantages to it for example A new set of prison systems that made the behaviour from the inmates positive / good or even the decision to get rid of the death penalty as it was seen as useless due to the fact that it would change nothing and it wouldn’t rehabilitate anyone just take life's away and even making punishments fair to the crime they committed for example different jail times for petty theft and high scale theft for example stealing a car would get you a sentence in the range of years and stealing a sweet or chocolate would result in a fine or short term sentence in addition some crimes have punishments based on the idea that it will heavily deter them from committing the crime for example the prison sentence for murder is so high that people are less likely to commit the crime because of the punishment involved. https://getrevising.co.uk/grids/the-classical-school-an-evaluation (Emily Ether) (09-01-2020)





Conclusion
Evidence based policing and classical criminology contribute to the reduction of crime and help deter possible criminal activity even though there are factors which can make the data weak. overall, the methods and ideas used are effective if no biological factors / psychological factors are involved because certain factors like mental health, or even certain conditions they have could have a massive impact on the theory / approach as it may have not been accounted for making the theory / idea invalid as its missing crucial information.





















