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Executive Summary
The hospitality industry uses several modes of transport, while the assessment has focused on commercial airlines. The industry statistics have showcased both the positive and negative sides of commercial airline transport. The report below discusses the chosen mode of transportation, which is air transport, mainly focused on Commercial air transport (CAT). The involvement of the commercial airline industry was discussed. The impact the industry is making on the environment, landscape and the community of the planet was also critically examined in the report below. The benefits of CAT in terms of employment growth have been a part of the impacts on the community, and the overall aspects of environmental growth have been a part of the positive impacts. The report has also showcased potential challenges regarding climate issues, water pollution, and the impediments to the community. The implementation of technological growth, as per the investment of British Airways, Rolls-Royce and Airbus, has been an effective way for the companies with CAT to make their approach sustainable and grow as per the development needs of the airline industry. 
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It is relevant to mention that this report will showcase the prominent mode of transport, which is used by the hospitality industry. Now, the discussion will highlight the air transport industry, keeping an eye on the commercial airlines. As of 2024, the revenue made by global air passengers has increased to 10.4% while comparing with the data of 2023. After the outbreak of the pandemic, people have started journeying via airlines, and it is again facing strong growth. While Asia-Pacific airlines have been prominent and placed at the top of the list. Prominent examples of commercial airlines include Qatar Airways, Airbus, Boeing, American Airlines, Delta Air Lines, and others (IATA, 2025). While the mode of transport speeds up the processes and helps people to quickly reach destinations across borders, it has also been identified that the issue of sustainability arises. Hence, the aviation industry has emitted about 1.9% greenhouse gases. This has also extracted 2.5% of CO2 (Paraschi et al. 2024). Linking with this discussion, Green Key Initiative is important to mention, as degradation caused by the airline industry is making hurdles for the tourism and hospitality sector to acquire this award, which is basically awarded for displaying the consciousness of the people associated with the industry and the practices. It is awarded to such hotels, campsites and/or restaurants that actually achieve the stigma (Green Key, 2026). 
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The Chosen Mode of Transport
The mode of transport that is chosen in this discussion is air transport, or more specifically, Commercial air transport (CAT). This type of airline conducts commercial flights and is used for the transportation of a huge number of the general public. Commercial airlines also carry cargo. A few of the biggest commercial airlines are Delta Airlines and American Airlines (Trever, 2025). Apart from the others, some major commercial airlines are Emirates, Lufthansa Group, and United Airlines (Nilson, 2024).  
Involvements of the airline industry
The airline industry, especially the commercial airline industry, is responsible for arranging cargo and passenger flights. The commercial airlines offer luxury flights like Delta Airlines and budget flights like Southwest Airlines. The industry also plays a major role in shaping global tourism, trade, and logistics. The supply chain of major businesses is dependent on the efficiency of this industry (Spikerman, 2025).
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Figure: Airline Industry with the Largest Number of Passengers
(Source: Buchholz, 2025)
Commercial airline transport has links with the economic growth in the global context, as it impacts the cargo and passenger demands of a country. It has linked with the optimal quality of airline service as per meeting the demands of the customers. The aspects of operational growth of CAT’s infrastructure have been a part of the increasing quality of the airline industry. The data, as per the year 2022, has shown the rank of the countries with the number of passengers in the airline industry. In that case, the Asia-Pacific airline industry has a total of 3.42 billion passengers in 2024, with massive growth as compared to Europe. It has showcased the value of commercial airline transport to meet the growth of the passengers while managing the effective logistics of the global airline industry (Buchholz, 2025).
Impact on the environment
The air transport industry is known for its harmful impact on the environment. The flights cost a huge amount of fuel. Air transport is also infamous for emissions of greenhouse gases like Carbon dioxide. The airline industry has been responsible for 5.9% of global greenhouse gas emissions in the past. An average medium-sized aircraft generally produces around 6750 kgs of Carbon Dioxide, which certainly impacts the environment of the planet negatively and risks the health of the community. This mode of transportation is also linked with the global warming and climate change process (Barke et al. 2022). The approaches of stakeholders in the airline industry have created the value to the sustainable value by increasing the quality of airline operations with a focus on commercial air transport (CAT). It has valued the increasing sustainability initiatives by the stakeholders associated with the airline industry in commercial air transport (Battersby, 2025). 
Impact on the landscape
The positive impacts of commercial air transport have been associated with recycling the materials used to manufacture fleets, focusing on issues related to landfills. The renewable sources of energy in the airline industry have been pivotal for making suitable approaches in the global context, to make air transport optimal, and the growth of waste management initiatives. The sustainable initiatives by the global airline companies have mitigated environmental pollution by showcasing their potential to grow their airport structure as well as the overall management of the stakeholders' participation in the case of environmental management (Korstanje et al. 2020). 
Impact on the community
The pressure from the community arose, and awareness was created. The main reason behind the harmful impact of flights on the environment is the fossil kerosene combustion in the flight operations. Currently, pressure from the community and government is forcing airlines to go for renewable energy and sustainable operations (Ficca et al. 2023). It has created growth in the global economy by increasing the number of employees in the global context. The rise of tourism has been part of the positive aspects of commercial air transport, enhancing community growth as per the value of profits, with the demand for airline transport for commercial use. A total growth of enterprise due to commercial air transport has increased by 13.78% in the UK, showcasing its enhancement to productivity and employment as a part of the positive impact on the airline industry (Statista, 2025). 
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Damages on Community
It is important to mention that communities that are located near the airport are facing huge issues regarding noise. Noise pollution by commercial airlines is a major and significant issue in the current day. Therefore, the issue is degrading human health as sleep disturbances are happening. Health issues like hypertension, stroke, and other related conditions are arising. For example, London Heathrow, the major and renowned airport in Europe, has significantly contributed to noise pollution. Although 3.6 million residents living near the airport have raised their concerns. Even though such midnight sleep disturbances and other factors are affecting and creating anxiety disorders. With the assistance of metrics to measure noise levels on a daily basis, four key metrics have been used by the European regional office of WHO, which has imposed data on death rates (Gong et al. 2025).
Damages to Climate
It is not unknown that the airline industry is causing major disruption to the environment. Hence, the amount of greenhouse gas emissions is significantly growing. 2-3 per cent CO2 globally has been accelerating from the industry (Rupcic et al. 2023). In this case, a recognised theory called Triple Bottom Line or 3Ps is important to mention, as this tells businesses to look for approaches or practices that help to leverage both the people and the planet while boosting the profitability of that business. John Elkington coined the model and emphasised the responsibilities of companies regarding CSR. As per recent studies, the industry is undertaking various initiatives regarding decarbonisation, where SAF adoption has been a relevant factor. Even passengers are being concentrated and are proceeding with banning single-use plastics if used in packaging (Thepchalerm and Pinsuwan, 2025). As opined by Edgell (2019), sustainable tourism has a greater future and embedding such tourism can build a long-term relationship between the industry and its consumers.
Water Quality Degradation
The environmental degradation by commercial air transport has been one of the major challenges faced by the airline stakeholders to maintain the value of the logistics and the creation of growth in terms of sustainability in tourism. Pollutants in airports have been one of the major sources to make the water contaminated, as per the needs of the stakeholders to create an effective quality of airline performance. In this case, airports have one of the sources for the waste to be mixed with nearby water, impacting the water bodies and reducing their life spans. It has created pressure on the stakeholders of the global airline industry to value the quality of growth in terms of maintaining sustainable tourism in the future (Dehkordi et al. 2024). 
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Fostering Technological Innovation:
In terms of commercial air transport (CAT), the implementation of various technologies, such as Artificial Intelligence (AI), has been pivotal to maintaining sustainability in terms of the growth in the infrastructural aspects in the case of managing the overall logistics of an airline business. It can help the stakeholders to monitor the potential adverse impacts of the lack of sustainability in the airline activities. British Airways has provided its growth in the recycling strategies as per the needs of waste management to make it more sustainable. The implementation of sustainable aviation fuels (SAF) has allowed the company to maintain effective collaboration with other stakeholders to make renewable resources a part of growth in the airline industry, as per the evaluation of overall sustainability in operational aspects (Dimitrova, 2021). 
Implementing Investment Plan:
The management of research and development has been crucial for the overall growth in terms of the valuation of sustainable initiatives in the airline industry. It can help the stakeholders of commercial airlines to manage the potential growth and reduce legal issues in the future. It will help the stakeholders to value the long-term growth regarding the overall aspects of managing environmental issues. One of the major airline companies, Rolls-Royce, has showcased its value in a sustainable environment to align its vision with sustainable development goals (SDGs) by 2050, and it has showcased the recommended strategies for other companies with CAT to manage their potential to mitigate the issues regarding sustainable airline activities. The evaluation of the stakeholders' participation has been crucial for the overall prospects to value the overall airline industry’s sustainability as per the growth needs in the competitive industry (Rolls-royce, 2025). 
Creating Sustainable Air Transport:
The impacts of sustainability in airline systems with sustainable value will provide the type of airline transport to make less adverse impact on the community and environment. It will help the stakeholders to reduce the carbon footprint associated with CAT by taking initiatives to recycle the materials used in the manufacturing of fleets and other parts. In the case of managing the issues in the future, Airbus has showcased its value in terms of reducing noise and carbon emissions while making the airline industry more productive, as per the value creation of the stakeholders in the case of managing sustainability. It has also been optimal for other airline companies to mitigate the adverse impacts of the lack of awareness-related issues in the future growth of the companies related to their association with sustainable airline systems (Airbus, 2025). 
[bookmark: _Toc220362932]Conclusion and Recommendations
The report above critically evaluated the air transport industry. One of the most significant parts of the global hospitality industry. The above report critically discussed the operations of the air transport industry, focusing especially on the operations of the commercial airlines. The involvement of the airline industry and the industry’s impact on the environment and community were critically explored in the report. The types of damage the air transport industry is causing were also examined in the above report, along with some remedies that can be used as a solution for them.
In order to resolve the several damages that the airline industry is causing to the planet's environment, commercial airlines should take sustainability measures seriously. The airline should focus on reducing greenhouse gas emissions. In order to do so, the airlines should focus on limiting the usage of fossil kerosene and increasing the usage of sustainable and renewable alternative energy resources that are available to help the planet fight back against climate change and global warming. Advanced technologies should also be used for that purpose. An impactful, sustainable transformation of the operations can only result in fighting the damage the industry is causing (Barke et al. 2022). 
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