                   Raising the age of criminal responsibility bill
Who introduced the bill:
According to Bateman T (2012)’ on the 17th January 2013, a private members bill was introduced to parliament by Lord Dholakia to raise the age of criminal responsibility from 10 to 12 years old’. 
What type of bill is it:
According to the UK parliament (2020) the type of bill is a private members’ bill.  A private members’ bill is a type of public bill, as a private members’ bill must go through the same set of procedures as other public bills. Private members’ bills are public bills introduced by MP’s and Lords who are not government ministers. They can be introduced in either house and must go through the same set of changes as public bills. According to the uk parliament (2020) private members ’bills can be introduced in either house or must go through the same set of changes as public bills. For the private members’ bills to be introduced in the house of Lords a member needs to provide its short title (what it is known as) and as a long title (briefly describes what it does). Complete texts are not necessary and some private members’ bills are never published in full. The current age of criminal responsibility was established in 1963 but, until 1998, the common law principle of doli incapax had afforded a degree of protection to children aged 10 to 14 years, by requiring the prosecution to show not only that the child had committed the act alleged, but also that he or she knew that the behaviour in question was seriously wrong, rather than just naughty or mischievous.
What stage the bill is at:
According to UK parliament (2020) the age of criminal responsibility had its second reading on Tuesday 11 September. As no changes were suggested or made a motion was agreed to that both committee and report stages be dispensed, with that bill progress to the third reading which was held in the Lords on Wednesday the 12 June for a chance to ‘tidy up’ the bill and make changes.
What is the purpose of the bill and what is it set out to do: 
According to the house of parliament (2018) the bill aims to raise the age of criminal responsibility from 10 to 12 years of age. Children who are below the criminal age cannot be arrested or charged but those above the age are presumed to be sufficiently mature to stand trial, an in the eyes of the law as accountable as adults. These assumptions have been questioned in light of recent understanding of brain and behaviour development in childhood. 
Today I will be talking about is the bill needed 
Why the majority are for the bill
Why the minority oppose the bill
Is the bill needed:
 According to UK Parliament (2020) Majority of people say the bill is needed as 10-year-old children know right from wrong, but they do not think thought the consequences of their actions. They also cannot empathise with other people’s feelings as adults would, so therefore not be treated as adults.  According to UK parliament (2017) Lord Dholakia states that dealing with 10-year olds through the non-criminal procedures would be much more effective than putting them through the criminal justice. Evidence has shown that children who were dealt with through the criminal justice were more likely to reoffend than children who were dealt with in other ways. 
What support the bill has and who is supporting it:
 According to PIDD H et al (2019) children’s commissions (2016), All party parliament for children (2010), The children’s society and All party group for children are just a few of a lot of organisations and parties which support the bill and have called upon the government to raise the age of criminal responsibility as it is such a young age for them to fully understand what is happening to them if they are going through the full consequences of the law. There are much better ways of dealing with young offenders these days, which would be much more effective than them going through criminal justice. Longfield describes the youth courts as ‘chaotic and dysfunctional’ calling for a complete review and revealing plans for a project looking into the youth criminal justice system next year. The criminal justice system is not a friendly environment where you could help a young person and it’s not meeting standards. Accrding to centre for crime and justice studies (2012) . On 17 January 2013, a private members Bill was introduced to Parliament, by Lord Dholakia, to increase the age of criminal responsibility to 12 years. At the time of writing, the outcome is unknown, but without the support of the two main parties, the prospects that it will become law are slim. More recently, the All Party Parliamentary Group for Children and the All Parliamentary Group on Women have both recommended an increase in the age at which children become criminally liable. Significantly, Liberal Democrat policy on this point is at odds with that of their Conservative partners Other jurisdictions within the UK have been less resistant to change: in Scotland, the age at which children can be prosecuted was raised from eight to 12 years in 2010; in Northern Ireland, which currently shares a minimum age of criminal responsibility with England and Wales, Justice Minister, David Ford, recently confirmed that he is committed to pressing for an increase.
What opposition is there
According to UK parliament (2017) Lord Faults the minister of justice at the time stated the government believe that children age 10 years old and above are able to see the difference between bad behaviour and serious wrongdoing. So, if they commit an offence it is important, they understand that it is a serious matter, therefore the government have no plans to raise the of criminal responsibility from 10 to 12 years old. After a lot of research, I have found there are not many people opposing the bill except some parties in the government. 
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