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The Campaign for Women’s Suffrage in New Zealand
New Zealand is credited to have had led the way for women’s suffrage in the western world.[footnoteRef:2] The campaign for women’s enfranchisement began with Mary Ann Mullers article of An Appeal to the men of New Zealand, that stated the need for women’s right to vote.[footnoteRef:3] The campaign gained the momentum in New Zealand during the 1880s, after a decade of campaigning women gained the vote in 1893 for women over the age of 21. New Zealand was one of the first countries to grant the vote to women and was also unusual in that Māori women were included in the Bill. The campaign for women’s suffrage was happening in a colonial context in which New Zealand had only recently gained independent governing status from Britain.[footnoteRef:4] New Zealand was colonised by the British and became part of the British Empire officially in 1840 by the Treaty of Waitangi.[footnoteRef:5] The Treaty of Waitangi was signed by Māori Chiefs and Lieutenant-Governor William Hobson, on behalf of the crown, this united the Māori people under British citizenship.[footnoteRef:6] The New Zealand settlers formed a liberal government in the region, the government was divided into the House of Representatives and the Legislative Council.[footnoteRef:7] The British Colonial Office relinquished its power over internal affairs to the settler legislators in the 1850s.[footnoteRef:8] This allowed any bills or acts to be passed without the intervention of the British Crown such as the Electoral Bill Act 1893, which granted women the right to vote.[footnoteRef:9] The campaign for women’s suffrage in New Zealand was successful due to the determination of settler women such as Kate Sheppard and Māori women like Meri Te Tai Mangakahia, also with some historical factors that eased the path to women’s suffrage. This essay examines the contribution of key suffragists, the effectiveness of the campaign strategy and the colonial context including the treatment of the Māori people.  [2:  	Irma Sulkunen, ‘An International Comparison of Women's Suffrage: The Cases of Finland and New Zealand in the Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century’, Journal of Women’s History, 27.4 (2015), pp. 88-111,206-207 (p. 88).]  [3:  	Charlotte Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, in Suffrage, Gender and Citizenship: International Perspectives on Parliamentary Reforms (Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2009), pp. 14–33 (p. 18) <https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/Delivery.cfm?abstractid=2249849#page=22> [accessed 15 November 2024].]  [4:  	Patricia Grimshaw, ‘Settler Anxieties, Indigenous Peoples, and Women’s Suffrage in the Colonies of Australia, New Zealand, and Hawai’i, 1888 to 1902’, Pacific Historical Review, 69.4 (2000), pp. 553–72 (p. 557), doi:10.2307/3641224.]  [5:  	Julie Evans and others, Equal Subjects, Unequal Rights Indigenous People in British Settler Colonies, 1830s-1910, Studies in Imperialism, MSI edition (Manchester University Press, 2003), p. 71 <https://viewer-ebscohostcom.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/EbscoViewerService/ebook?an=2959786&callbackUrl=https%3a%2f%2fresearch.ebsco.com&db=e001mww&format=EB&profId=ehost&lpid=&ppid=&lang=en&location=https%3a%2f%2fresearch-ebsco com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk%2fc%2fonvpsy%2fsearch%2fdetails%2f244o4vnfr5%3fdb%3de001mww&isPLink=False&requestContext=&profileIdentifier=onvpsy&recordId=244o4vnfr5> [accessed 7 November 2024].]  [6:  	Evans and others, Equal Subjects, Unequal Rights Indigenous People in British Settler Colonies, 1830s-1910, p. 71.]  [7:  	Grimshaw, ‘Settler Anxieties, Indigenous Peoples, and Women’s Suffrage in the Colonies of Australia, New Zealand, and Hawai’i, 1888 to 1902’, p. 557.
Charlotte Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, in Suffrage, Gender and Citizenship: International Perspectives on Parliamentary Reforms (Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2009), pp. 14–33 (p. 17) <https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/Delivery.cfm?abstractid=2249849#page=22> [accessed 15 November 2024].]  [8:  	Grimshaw, ‘Settler Anxieties, Indigenous Peoples, and Women’s Suffrage in the Colonies of Australia, New Zealand, and Hawai’i, 1888 to 1902’, p. 557.]  [9:  Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 15.] 

New Zealand became part of the British Empire in 1840 by the Treaty of Waitangi which integrated Māori people into British citizenship.[footnoteRef:10] Unlike other situations of  colonisation by the British, the Māori people were aware of the events that were ongoing in Australia which caused a wariness from the Māori Chiefs.[footnoteRef:11]  The Māori people were organised, they already had a tribal government, they were armed through their warrior culture and had the knowledge and holdings of fertile land which was needed by the colonizers.[footnoteRef:12] It was a unique situation as New Zealand settlers understood that the Māori people had potential to influence politics and as such the British settlers were cautions when structuring their inclusion in parliament and mainstream politics.[footnoteRef:13] There was an attempt to included Māori men in a position of ‘power’ through the 1846 Charter, however this was discarded but it was used in future negotiations by the New Zealand Settlers.[footnoteRef:14] The voting laws during this time meant voting was accessible for men over the age of twenty-one who could read and write in English and owned property. While these conditions did not exclude Māori through racial discrimination, most Māori men were excluded through the traditional practice of collective ownership of tribal land.[footnoteRef:15] Women, including Māori women, were still not considered at this stage. [10:  	Evans and others, Equal Subjects, Unequal Rights Indigenous People in British Settler Colonies, 1830s-1910, p. 71.]  [11:  	Evans and others, Equal Subjects, Unequal Rights Indigenous People in British Settler Colonies, 1830s-1910, p. 72.]  [12:  	Evans and others, Equal Subjects, Unequal Rights Indigenous People in British Settler Colonies, 1830s-1910, p. 71.]  [13:  	Evans and others, Equal Subjects, Unequal Rights Indigenous People in British Settler Colonies, 1830s-1910, p. 63.
	Grimshaw, ‘Settler Anxieties, Indigenous Peoples, and Women’s Suffrage in the Colonies of Australia, New Zealand, and Hawai’i, 1888 to 1902’, p. 561.]  [14:  Evans and others, Equal Subjects, Unequal Rights Indigenous People in British Settler Colonies, 1830s-1910, p. 72.]  [15:  	Evans and others, Equal Subjects, Unequal Rights Indigenous People in British Settler Colonies, 1830s-1910, p. 74.] 

The Māori people still did not have representation in government. Instead during the 1850s the Māori people began to set up alternative forms of parliament to address Māori issues.[footnoteRef:16] The Māori church parishes set up a committee (Komiti) to address moral and practical issues in the local community. Runanga was arranged to discuss important issues that effected the wider community. The development of these institutions led to the Māori King movement.[footnoteRef:17] The increasing tensions between the Māori people and the New Zealand governing settlers broke in 1860 when open war was declared in Taranaki which caused a great divide between the Māori people and the British settlers. To put a stop to the conflict a politician, James Fitzgerald, in 1862 proposed that due to the Treaty of Waitangi it must be recognised that the Māori people are British citizens who have all the civil rights to engagement in politics under the terms and conditions stated.[footnoteRef:18] The Māori Representation Bill in 1867 recognised Māori men, aged twenty-one and over, as eligible to vote in New Zealand elections.[footnoteRef:19] The Bill granted Māori men, but not women, only four seats in parliament, one seat in South Island and three in the North, this allowed only four Māori men to stand for election.[footnoteRef:20] However, the four seat rule was weak and the Māori people sought other alternatives again in 1880s. The Maoridom Kotahitanga (unity) movement followed a similar government structure resembling Westminster parliament but, this was separated from the New Zealand government.[footnoteRef:21] The historical context of Māori men’s inclusion in parliament sets the tone for the campaign of women’s enfranchisement, including that of Māori women. [16:  	Evans and others, Equal Subjects, Unequal Rights Indigenous People in British Settler Colonies, 1830s-1910, p. 78.]  [17:  	Evans and others, Equal Subjects, Unequal Rights Indigenous People in British Settler Colonies, 1830s-1910, p. 78.]  [18:  	Evans and others, Equal Subjects, Unequal Rights Indigenous People in British Settler Colonies, 1830s-1910, p. 79.]  [19:  	Evans and others, Equal Subjects, Unequal Rights Indigenous People in British Settler Colonies, 1830s-1910, p. 80.]  [20:  	Grimshaw, ‘Settler Anxieties, Indigenous Peoples, and Women’s Suffrage in the Colonies of Australia, New Zealand, and Hawai’i, 1888 to 1902’, p. 562.]  [21:  	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 26.] 

The successful Electoral Act in 1893 for female suffrage included Māori women but saw opposition from Māori men.[footnoteRef:22] The legislators of New Zealand admitted Māori women in the Act but, with the voting right only to be extended to the already pre-existing Māori seats in the elections.[footnoteRef:23] The Māori women were integral to Māori culture as they had prominent roles and a valued position in Māori communities such as the women Akenehi Tomoana who had chiefly status. When constructing the Kotahitanga Māori parliament there was no consideration of Māori women’s participation due to the clear separated gender system in Māori culture.[footnoteRef:24] In May 1893, before the Electoral Act was passed, Meri Te Tai Mangakahia, with Akenehi Tomoana, stood in Kotahitanga Māori parliament and publicly proposed a motion to include women candidates to stand for election in both houses and to allow Māori women’s right to vote. The proposed motion failed which led Māori women to engage with Kotahitanga committee to address the concerns that faced Māori women.[footnoteRef:25] When New Zealand parliament passed the Electoral Act in September of 1893, it included Māori women and made them eligible to vote in the general elections. Māori women were not particularly active in the campaign for women’s suffrage but, some Māori women did exercise their right to participate in the general election that same year.[footnoteRef:26] However, Māori women did not have the right to vote in the Kotahitanga Māori parliament elections until 1897.[footnoteRef:27] This demonstrates a different political experience between New Zealand women settlers and Māori women.  [22:  	Grimshaw, ‘Settler Anxieties, Indigenous Peoples, and Women’s Suffrage in the Colonies of Australia, New Zealand, and Hawai’i, 1888 to 1902’, p. 560.
	Sulkunen, ‘An International Comparison of Women's Suffrage’, p. 99]  [23:  	Grimshaw, ‘Settler Anxieties, Indigenous Peoples, and Women’s Suffrage in the Colonies of Australia, New Zealand, and Hawai’i, 1888 to 1902’, p. 572.]  [24:  	New Zealand History, ‘Meri Mangakāhia’, Meri Mangakāhia, 2024 <https://nzhistory.govt.nz/people/meri-mangakahia> [accessed 17 November 2024].
 	New Zealand History, ‘Ākenehi Tōmoana’, Ākenehi Tōmoana, 2018 <https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/akenehi-tomoana-maori-womens-advocate> [accessed 17 November 2024].
 Irma Sulkunen, ‘An International Comparison of  Women's Suffrage: The Cases of Finland and New Zealand in the Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century’, Journal of Women’s History, 27.4 (2015), pp. 88-111,206-207 (p. 99).]  [25:  	New Zealand History, ‘Meri Mangakāhia’
 	New Zealand History, ‘Ākenehi Tōmoana’
 	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 27.]  [26:  	 Sulkunen, ‘An International Comparison of Women's Suffrage’, p. 99
Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 20.]  [27:  	New Zealand History, ‘Meri Mangakāhia’.] 

The colonisation of New Zealand saw mass migration, mainly from Britian, in the mid-1800s. This increased the population from 130,000 to 500,000 in New Zealand in the1880s.[footnoteRef:28] This had an impact on the general outlook and demographic of society. The new colony of New Zealand needed women as an essential part of the agrarian economy to help establish the colony. They became part of a ‘working unit’ and women saw a change in their social status which, according to Irma Sulkunen, led to, ‘preconditions for political demands’.[footnoteRef:29] Women were an essential part in the farming homestead with its traditional gendered roles within the household economy of a small holding. The government acknowledged that women were essential in helping to establish a new colony, again increasing their social status in society.[footnoteRef:30] In addition, the treatment of Māori people and the Māori Representation Bill in 1867 showed women that under British citizenship all subjects were eligible to vote. [28:   	Sulkunen, ‘An International Comparison of Women's Suffrage’’, p. 92.]  [29:   	Sulkunen, ‘An International Comparison of Women's Suffrage’’, p. 94.]  [30:   	Sulkunen, ‘An International Comparison of Women's Suffrage’, p. 94.] 
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Figure 1‘An appeal to the men of New Zealand’, by Femina (Mary Muller), Cover of the original 1869 pamphlet, held at Hocken Library, Dunedin, (1869), New Zealand History.
In 1869 Mary Ann Muller published a pamphlet, under the name Femina, called An Appeal to the men of New Zealand (Figure 1). It highlighted the need for women’s suffrage.[footnoteRef:31] The appeal communicated why women should be entitled to the vote as citizens of the British Empire. In her opening statement Mary Ann Muller asked the question, ‘How long are women to remain a wholly unrepresented body of the people?’.[footnoteRef:32] The article criticised the voting law and noted that women now had higher education and employment alongside men and, as such, should be enfranchised.[footnoteRef:33] Alongside Muller, Mary Ann Colclough argued the same principles of Muller through her correspondence with the Auckland newspaper during the 1870s. Colclough argued for women’s political rights and employment rights as well as for better access to education.[footnoteRef:34]  The effect of the publication and correspondence saw two bills entered and debated in parliament in 1878 and 1879 but, both bills fell through.[footnoteRef:35] [31:  	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 18.]  [32:  	‘“An Appeal to the Men of New Zealand”’, ‘An Appeal to the Men of New Zealand’, 2024 <https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/appeal-men-new-zealand> [accessed 17 November 2024].]  [33:  	‘“An Appeal to the Men of New Zealand”’, ‘An Appeal to the Men of New Zealand’, 2024 <https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/appeal-men-new-zealand> [accessed 17 November 2024].]  [34:  	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 18.]  [35:  	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 19.] 

	The question of women’s enfranchisement become a major question within politics.  During the mid-1800s the campaign began to gain momentum and support with the help of key suffragist activist Mary Leavitt.[footnoteRef:36] According to Patricia Grimshaw, Mary Leavitt was ‘instrumental in bringing forward the question of women’s suffrage in political debates in the later 19th and early 20th centuries’ in New Zealand.[footnoteRef:37] Mary Leavitt was part of the Women’s Christian Temperence Union (WCTU) an American organisation led by Frances Willard. The main agenda of the organisation was the concern of male drunkenness and the impact it had on women and children however, women’s political rights were also considered important.[footnoteRef:38] Mary Leavitt was commissioned to travel and spread the agenda of the WCTU in British colonies such as New Zealand.[footnoteRef:39] Mary Leavitt arrived in New Zealand in 1885 and between February and August Leavitt had formed ten branches of the WCTU, which became one of the main organizations for women’s enfranchisement. Leavitt appointed Kate Wilson Sheppard as Franchise Superintendent, which enabled Sheppard to become one of the main figureheads of the movement in New Zealand.[footnoteRef:40] In addition with the WCTU, the Dunedin Tailoresses Union was also part of the campaign for women’s enfranchisement. Although New Zealand was an agricultural country, small industries had begun to flourish, this led to the growth of union movements such as the Dunedin Tailoresses Union in 1889. The Union was mostly made up of working-class women that supported the Campaign for women’s suffrage.[footnoteRef:41] Along with other organisations the campaign for women’s enfranchisement was organised and cohesive in its arguments for suffrage. Kate Shappard as well as other suffragist campaigners successfully used tactics such as petitions to campaign for the vote.  [36:  	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 19.]  [37:  	Grimshaw, ‘Settler Anxieties, Indigenous Peoples, and Women’s Suffrage in the Colonies of Australia, New Zealand, and Hawai’i, 1888 to 1902’, p. 555.]  [38:  	Grimshaw, ‘Settler Anxieties, Indigenous Peoples, and Women’s Suffrage in the Colonies of Australia, New Zealand, and Hawai’i, 1888 to 1902’, p. 554.]  [39:  	New Zealand History, ‘New Zealand Women’s Christian Temperance Union’, Women Together, 2024 <https://nzhistory.govt.nz/women-together/new-zealand-womens-christian-temperance-union> [accessed 15 November 2024].]  [40:  	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 19.
Grimshaw, ‘Settler Anxieties, Indigenous Peoples, and Women’s Suffrage in the Colonies of Australia, New Zealand, and Hawai’i, 1888 to 1902’, p. 558.]  [41:   	Sulkunen, ‘An International Comparison of Women's Suffrage’, p. 104.
 	Grimshaw, ‘Settler Anxieties, Indigenous Peoples, and Women’s Suffrage in the Colonies of Australia, New Zealand, and Hawai’i, 1888 to 1902’, p. 557.] 

	The success of the Electoral Act in 1893 is attributed to the tactics used by the suffragists. There were many different tactics used by women activists such as, extra-parliamentary lobbying, mass meetings and petitions which, according to Charlottle Macdonald, were key to winning the vote.[footnoteRef:42] Petitions allowed for women’s suffrage to be debated in parliament with the Act coming close to being passed in the years 1890 to 1892. The final petition saw success in 1893.[footnoteRef:43] The passing of the all-male suffrage bill in 1891 and another failure of the women’s suffrage bill in 1892 increased support for the campaign and women doubled their efforts to achieve suffrage.[footnoteRef:44] The petition of 1893 was judged, according to Macdonald, to be the largest petition raised in Australasia to date with 31,872 signatures, a quarter of the total of the female population.[footnoteRef:45] Petitions were the most effect strategy used by the suffragists but, on the other hand pamphlets, similar to that of Mary Ann Muller, was also another successful campaign tactic. In 1888, Kate Sheppard published a pamphlet, Ten Reasons why the women of New Zealand should vote, which outlined ten points for votes for women.[footnoteRef:46] The ten points continued the argument that Mary Ann Muller proposed in her, An Appeal to the men of New Zealand, which the first three points demonstrate,  [42:  	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 20.
 	Sulkunen, ‘An International Comparison of Women's Suffrage’, p. 97.]  [43:  	Grimshaw, ‘Settler Anxieties, Indigenous Peoples, and Women’s Suffrage in the Colonies of Australia, New Zealand, and Hawai’i, 1888 to 1902’, p. 558.
 Sulkunen, ‘An International Comparison of Women's Suffrage’, p. 97.]  [44:   Sulkunen, ‘An International Comparison of Women's Suffrage’, p. 102
 	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 21.]  [45:  	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 21.]  [46:  	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, pp. 19–20.] 

1. Because a democratic government like that of New Zealand already admits the great principle that every adult person, not convicted of crime, nor suspected of lunacy, has an inherent right to a voice in the construction of laws which all must obey.
2. Because it has not yet been proved that the intelligence of women is only equal to that of children, nor that their social status is on a par with that of lunatics or convicts.
3. Because women are affected by the prosperity of the Colony, are concerned in the preservation of its liberty and free institutions, and suffer equally with men from all national errors and mistakes.[footnoteRef:47] [47:  	New Zealand History, ‘Ten Reasons Why the Women of New Zealand Should Vote’, Ten Reasons Why the Women of New Zealand Should Vote, 2017 <https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/ten-reasons-why-women-new-zealand-should-vote> [accessed 19 November 2024].] 

The pamphlet presented arguments that were compelling and difficult to dismiss. It amplified the discuss of women’s suffrage in the public sphere. Petitions were key in the success of the campaign as they demonstrated growing support for women’s suffrage in New Zealand and forced the argument debated in parliament.[footnoteRef:48] Also, the other tactics such mass meetings and extra-parliamentary lobbying, helped to reach and unite the women of New Zealand and draw support for the cause.   [48:  	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 20.] 

	The campaign for women’s suffrage saw mixed support within parliament from politicians and clear opposition from the Liquor Trade Industry. The Liquor Trade industry opposed women’s suffrage due to the WCTU values on drunkenness and were worried when women could vote it would have restricted their businesses and trade.[footnoteRef:49] The main opposition to women’s suffrage in parliament was Liberal leader and former publican Richard Seddon.[footnoteRef:50] Richard Seddon was key to hindering the bill to enfranchise women in 1891 and again in 1892 along with other cabinet ministers in the Legislative Council in parliament. The bill for women suffrage had passed the House of Representatives more than once but, was opposed by Seddon and other politician’s in the Legislative Council.[footnoteRef:51] However, there were key politician supporters of the movement such as senior conservative politician Sir John Hall who presented the 1893 petition to parliament.[footnoteRef:52] Sir John Hall introduced the suffrage Bill to the House of Representatives in 1890 and again until 1893, this further increased suffragist activism.[footnoteRef:53] When the Bill entered parliament in 1893 supporters wore white camellia flowers in contrast to the opposition, who wore red camelias.[footnoteRef:54] According to Macdonald, the reason for the women’s suffrage success was the support by politicians and ‘large scale organised agitation of women outside parliament’.[footnoteRef:55] Despite this, New Zealand women could not stand for parliamentary elections until 1919.[footnoteRef:56] The National Council of Women were formed in 1896 to remobilise after the success of the Bill in1893.[footnoteRef:57] They achieved success in 1919 but, it would be further 14 years before a women won a seat in parliament.[footnoteRef:58] [49:  	 Sulkunen, ‘An International Comparison of Women's Suffrage’, p. 103.]  [50:  	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 17
 	 Sulkunen, ‘An International Comparison of Women's Suffrage’, p. 103.]  [51:  	New Zealand History, ‘Brief History’, Women and the Vote, 2023 <https://nzhistory.govt.nz/politics/womens-suffrage/brief-history> [accessed 7 November 2024].]  [52:  	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 17
 Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 21.]  [53:  	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 20.]  [54:  	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 22.
New Zealand History, ‘Brief History’.]  [55:  	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 17.]  [56:  	Sulkunen, ‘An International Comparison of Women's Suffrage’, p. 91.]  [57:  	Sulkunen, ‘An International Comparison of Women's Suffrage’, p. 105.
	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 26.]  [58:  	Macdonald, ‘Suffrage, Gender and Sovereignty in New Zealand’, p. 15.] 

The campaign for women’s suffrage in New Zealand was successful due to key female suffragists such as Kate Sheppard, who helped lead the movement, and Muller who publicised the question on women’s suffrage in New Zealand. Māori women like Meri Te Tai Mangakahia, who questioned Māori culture and politics on excluding women in the Māori Parliament were also significant. The campaign strategy used by the suffragists such as petitions and pamphlets was effective within the colonial context in which women were central to the economy. The arguments that saw Māori men included in the vote in New Zealand contributed to the later inclusion of Māori women in the voting law. In accordance with Patricia Grimshaw, the reason for the success of New Zealand and Australia Suffrage was due to the different anxieties of settlers, ‘Settler anxieties about indigenous people’s potential access to political rights influenced the differing political outcomes for women’s suffrage campaigns.’[footnoteRef:59] The treatment of Māori people and the attempt to include them in parliament, however weak, paved the way for the discussion of women suffrage. Furthermore, the coherent arguments that were made forced parliament to discuss and acknowledge women’s suffrage, alongside the organised mobilisation  and unity of women saw the success of New Zealand Suffrage.   [59:  	Grimshaw, ‘Settler Anxieties, Indigenous Peoples, and Women’s Suffrage in the Colonies of Australia, New Zealand, and Hawai’i, 1888 to 1902’, p. 556.] 
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Figure 1‘An appeal to the men of New Zealand’, by Femina (Mary Muller), Cover of the original 1869 pamphlet, held at Hocken Library, Dunedin, (1869), New Zealand History.
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