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What job titles did you search for?
The author searched various job roles and key roles associated with the IT and networking industry, the first job role the author searched for was a network engineer. The job role of a network engineer is to build and maintain enterprise networks that organizations and companies rely on for day to day use [1]. The second job role that the author researched was network administrator, whose job is to maintain and solve any issues that may arise in the day to day operation of enterprise networks [2]. The Third role researched was network analyst, whose role is to maintain, install, and layout all network components in the company's network [3]. The author also searched for security analyst roles, whose role is to protect IT infrastructure from malicious activity by monitoring and analysing the network and IT systems [4]. Finally, the author searched for IT security specialist vacancies whose role is to ensure the security of IT systems and networks by searching for vulnerabilities and risks in the system [5].

What skills or certifications were required?
Many of the roles the author found required a degree in a field related to computer science, experience with, and knowledge with communication networks. When the author searched keywords, he found that CCNA, Cisco, and cisco related keywords came back with a lot of job roles and many of the roles searched also required or at least mentioned having experience with cisco devices and cisco qualifications.

Where is the work?
The research showed that London unsurprisingly had the most job openings in the UK for all of the roles searched. London alone had more job vacancies than the other home nations combined, for example, there are a combined 610 networking engineer jobs vacant in Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland, there is 1,699 networking job openings in London over a 1000 more openings in the role. However when considering London is the biggest city in the UK, the capital of the UK, and one of the financial capitals of the world it makes sense that it would be the area with the biggest demand for networking specialists and cybersecurity experts. Swansea had very few jobs opening in all of the roles searched compared to other cities.
Where in the country pays the best on average?
London also seemed to be the area where Networking professionals and IT security Specialists earn the most with London always being at the national average or above it. This makes sense when considering the wealth of many businesses in the heart of the capital. However, London is also considered to have a higher cost of living than other parts of the UK. However, Wales seemed to show the lowest pay for networking and security professional’s in the data that a sample was available as some roles did not give an average for Wales.
Did you find any jobs that you are interested in or anything else interesting?
The author found several job positions that interested him, or he did not know existed. The role that interested the author the most was a network graduate job for MBDA missile systems, the role requires at least a 2:2 graduate degree in computer science or related field and understanding of communication networks. The author is interested as the role allows for travel around Europe and work with high tech equipment. 
Something else that the author was surprised by was how well Gloucestershire and Cheltenham did in terms of job availability and pay, the author knows Considers returning home to look for work after finishing the course a viable option instead of having to move to a bigger city though moving is still an option.
Appendix One - Job vacancies associated with the keyword in every geographical location(15-mile Radius).
Data collected on 05/10/2020 from www.indeed.com 
	Area
	Network Engineer
	Network
Administrator
	Network Analyst
	Security Analyst
	IT Security Specialist
	CCNA
	CCNP
	Cisco

	United Kingdom
	5,345 [6]
	991 [7]
	1,805 [8]
	153 [9]
	2,380 [10]
	359 [11]
	292 [12]
	1122 [13]

	Swansea
	4 [14]
	4 [15]
	1 [16]
	0 [17]
	6 [18]
	1 [19]
	0 [20]
	1 [21]

	Cardiff
	79 [22]
	22 [23]
	14 [24]
	1 [25]
	1 [26]
	4 [27]
	2 [28]
	9 [29]

	Wales
	99 [30]
	35 [31]
	28 [32]
	3 [33]
	57 [34]
	8 [35]
	2 [36]
	15 [37]

	Scotland
	413 [38]
	85 [39]
	141 [40]
	7 [41]
	100 [42]
	11 [43]
	7 [44]
	47 [45]

	Edinburgh
	110 [46]
	34 [47]
	51 [48]
	3 [49]
	39 [50]
	6 [51]
	1 [52]
	15 [53]

	Northern Ireland
	98 [54]
	10 [55]
	43 [56]
	5 [57]
	32 [58]
	6 [59]
	6 [60]
	26 [61]

	Belfast
	85 [62]
	8 [63]
	43 [64]
	5 [65]
	30 [66]
	5 [67]
	6 [68]
	25 [69]

	Bristol
	165 [70]
	28 [71]
	30 [72]
	6 [73]
	107 [74]
	12 [75]
	9 [76]
	33 [77]

	Gloucester 
	50 [78]
	8 [79]
	15 [80]
	5 [81]
	41 [82]
	3 [83]
	0 [84]
	1 [85]

	London
	1,699 [86]
	197 [87]
	797 [88]
	50 [89]
	638 [90]
	100 [91]
	96 [92]
	362 [93]

	England
	4,735 [94]
	861 [95]
	1,593 [96]
	138 [97]
	2,191 [98]
	334 [99]
	277 [100]
	1,034 [101]



Appendix Two – Average wage of each role based on geographical location
Data collected on 05/10/2020 from https://www.indeed.co.uk/salaries

	Area
	Network Engineer
	Network
Administrator
	Network Analyst
	Security Analyst
	IT Security Specialist

	United Kingdom
	£39,961 [102]
	£ 27,759 [103]
	£35,364 [104]
	£44,435 [105]
	£52,275 [106]

	Cardiff
	£36,601 [107]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	£43,148 [108]

	Wales
	£29,120 [109]
	N/A
	£28,993 [110]
	N/A
	£35,389 [111]

	Scotland
	£35,965 [112]
	£ 29,403 [113]
	£36,215 [114]
	£34,480 [115]
	£43,944 [116]

	Edinburgh
	£47,954 [117]
	N/A
	£42,039 [118]
	N/A
	£51,156 [119]

	Northern Ireland
	£40,124 [120]
	N/A
	£37,253 [121]
	£42,092 [122]
	£44,666 [123]

	Belfast
	£39,982 [124]
	N/A
	£37,459 [125]
	£39,982 [126]
	£44,358 [127]

	Bristol
	£39,098 [128]
	N/A
	41,097 [129]
	£37,392 [130]
	£47,804 [131]

	Gloucester 
	£29,928 [132]
	£ 41,639 [133]
	N/A
	£28,804 [134]
	£54,073 [135]

	Cheltenham
	£59,941 [136]
	N/A
	N/A
	£40,272 [137]
	£50,063 [138]

	London
	£53,411 [139]
	£ 44,515 [140]
	£45,954 [141]
	£55,051 [142]
	£65,525 [143]

	England
	£40,152 [144]
	£ 27,672 [145]
	£36,196 [146]
	£45,048 [147]
	£53,758 [148]
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