What Role did Alexander the Great’s Wives Play in his Empire?
Abstract
Alexander the Great had four important women in his life. Roxanne, Parysatis and Stateira were wives to Alexander and Barsine, while not officially married, was an important figure. This study examines the romantic and political motives behind the relationships. Many of the ancient sources such as Plutarch, Arrian and Curtius Rufus talk about the romantic aspects of Alexander’s relationships with women, however political advantages of the relationships are so strongly evident that they appear to be the prime motivation. Ancient writings from Arrian, Plutarch and Curtius Rufus provide the primary sources for the study and scholarship by Carney, Fox, Ogden and Tarn provide additional analysis and evaluation of these important relationships of Alexander. The wives of Alexander were shown differently in sources depending on the goals of Alexander and his successors. All four of the women helped strengthen political alliances in his empire. The marriages served to bring peace and stability among conquered nations and furthered Alexander’s political agenda.  
Plan
Introduction 
Aim: to introduce Alexander and the background of his four key relationships. Present the aims and objectives of the research and to discuss the ancient sources. 
Alexander’s campaigns and the extent of his empire. (Plut. Alex.; Arrian.; Curt.; Fox, R. 1973)
The meeting of Roxanne and Alexander. (Curt. 8.4.21-6; Plut. Alex. 47.7-8 Heckel, W. Yardley, J. 2007)
Meeting relationship between Alexander and Barsine. (Tarn, W. 1948; Green, P. 1991)
The marriages of Parysatis and Stateira. (Arrian. 7.4.4-8; Heckel, W. Yardley, J. 2007)
Both Arrian and Plutarch only mention these women in relation to the marriages and alliances with Alexander and make no significant mention of these women beyond this. These women appear unimportant beyond their role as marriageable partners. The singular emphasis on the marriages and alliances of these women with Alexander in the ancient writings suggest that all four relationships were politically advantageous in his agenda of expanding his empire. (Plut.; Arrian.; Curt.; Heckel, W. Yardley, J. 2007)
Inconsistency of the sources, difficulties relating to validity and historical accuracy. (Plut.; Arrian; Heckel, W. Yardley, J. 2007)
Chapter One: Roxanne
Aim: to investigate Alexander’s alleged romance with Roxanne and examine the political advantages of the marriage. 
The marriage to Roxanne is most commonly considered a love match. (Arrian. 4.19.5; Plut. Alex. 47.7-8; Curt. 8.4.21-6; Ogden, D. 1999:128; Hamilton, N. 1989 265; Green, P. 1991: 369-371)
The information on Roxanne is sparse despite her being the being the most represented wife and relationship in the sources. She gave birth to Alexander IV after Alexander the Great had died. (Odgen, D. 1999; Heckel, W. Yardley, J. 2007)
The marriage to Roxanne brought peace amongst the Bactrian diplomats. (Plut. Alex. 47.7-8; Curt. 8.4.21-6; Fox, R. 1973)
There are inconsistencies in the sources as well as sparse information about Roxanne. (Arrian. 4.19.5; Plut. Alex. 47.7-8; Curt. 8.4.21-6)
Chapter two: Barsine 
Aim: to introduce Barsine and explore the relationship between her and Alexander. To establish that the motivation for the match was to produce heirs and also to maintain support from the Persian elite.
Barsine was a member of an elite family potential providing political connections and support for Alexander. (Fox, R. 1973; Green, P. 1991)
Barsine appears to be important because of her known fertility as a way for Alexander to produce an heir. Barsine was the mistress to Alexander the great. (Carney, E. Ogden, D. 2010: 51; Green, P. 1991:245)
Speculation that she had a son, Heracles, who was fathered by Alexander and Roxanne may have killed them both. (Fox, R. 1973; Tarn, W. 1948: 330-338)
The inconsistencies in the sources and the sparse information on her and Alexander’s relationship. (Plut.; Arrian; Fox, R. 1973; Carney, E. Ogden, D. 2010)
Chapter three: Parysatis and Stateira
The aim of this section is to determine the political reasons behind the marriages of Parysatis and Stateira to Alexander, and to what extent this helped to further his goals in Persia. 
Parysatis and Stateira are cousins and part of different branches of the Persian royal family. Alexander captured them at the battle of Issus. (Curt. 3.11.20-12.17; 3.12.21-6; Diod. 17.67.1)
Alexander married the women at a mass wedding in Susa. (Arrian 7.4.4-8; 12.10.9-10. Green, P. 1991: 446-453. Fox, R. 1973.) 
The unions helped secure his goals in Persia. (Carney, E. Ogden, D. 2010: 43, 255)
The death of Parysatis and Stateira at the hands of Roxanne. There are inconsistencies in the sources and scholarship with the marriages of these women as well as there being debate between scholarship. (Plut. Alex. 77.6-7; Fox, R. 1973; Green, P. 1991.) 
Conclusion
The women in Alexander’s life were important and there may have been romantic aspects behind the relationship but after looking at the political motivates, it can be argued that Alexander used these women to further his own goals and this affects how the women are portrayed in the sources. The women themselves are sparsely talked about, suggesting the ancient writers such as Plutarch, Arrian and Curtius Rufus were only interested in the marriage ceremony and very little information about the relationship between the wife and Alexander. All four of the marriages and relationships helped to further Alexander’s goals to cement him as the leader of a large empire. The marriages helped to bring peace and stability, particularly after Alexander had conquered a wide range of people. 
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