News / current affairs summary – Comparison of the U.S. political climate to Nazi Germany.

The current political climate in the United States of America under Donald Trump Junior’s presidency has become increasingly more right-wing and fascist as his second term progresses. Fascism is “an authoritarian and nationalistic right-wing system of government and social organization [with] intolerant views or practice.”1 One of the most notable fascist periods in modern history was in Germany under the Nazi regime, mostly in the 1930s, under Adolf Hitler’s leadership. This period saw one of the worst genocides in history, the Holocaust, which caused around 6 million Jewish people to be killed.2 One of the main worries for the future of the United States of America, and indeed the other parts of the world which Trump has influence over, is deaths on a similar scale, especially with the development in nuclear warfare since the 1930s which could lead to even more destruction.3
Horrifyingly, there are more similarities between the two leaders than there are differences. 
Most of the policies the two men implement involve controlling the lives and bodies of citizens in order to benefit their own ideas for a perfect nation.
A blatant similarity in ideology between the governments was shown when Elon Musk, who was then working for the American government, did the Nazi salute at a rally supporting Trump’s new term as President of the United States of America. The government’s standing on the situation was made even more clear when no other senior members of the government made any public moves to condemn the act.4 
Another similarity is the way they were / are internationally celebrated by their supporters. Hitler was made Time magazines Man of the Year in 1938, whilst Trump was nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize this year. Both of these awards are usually reserved for those who have done exceptional good work, rather than dictators, showing how uneducated the supporters were / are.
Similar restrictions to actions concerning the nations’ flags and freedom of expression were that it became illegal to criticize the Nazi government from 1934, illegal to damage the Nazi flag from 1935, and Trump has condemned desecration of the American flag.5
Abortion policies were also similar for the two governments. It could be argued that both limits were to increase the population of the nations, but in reality banning abortions just leads to more backstreet practices which are more likely to result in harm to the mother, including infertility which would be less likely to occur from a safe, legal abortion, meaning there would be less women able to have children, meaning it does in fact actually hinder how much the population can increase by. There is also the argument that the leaders just want more babies that can grow up to be slaves to capitalism, rather than just wanting a larger population.6
Hitler used his forces to control his population by the use of his Schutzstaffel (more commonly known as the SS). Trump used his forces to control his population by the use of the United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (more commonly known as ICE). Both of these groups target minority groups which the leaders see as detrimental to the visions they had for their nations.
Concentration camps were a key feature in Hitler’s persecution of those he didn’t want part of his idealised world, most of this group consisting of Jewish people. Auschwitz-Birkenau was one of the main concentration camps under the Nazi regime responsible for around 1.1 million deaths during its years in operation. There are estimated to be 44000 Nazi concentration camps in total. A concentration camp is typically defined as a place where minority groups are held for exploitation, without a (fair) trial. It could be argued that Alligator Alcatraz fits this description due to the treatment of its prisoners. This shows a horrifying similarity between the two rulers, especially as the German-led concentration camps were further into Hitlers rule, rather than less than a year (if to count from the start of this term, not from the start of Trumps 1st term as President of the United States of America).
Both men have an alarming interest in eugenics. Hitler favoured the Aryan race which featured blue eyes and blonde hair, but notably, white skin. Trump also appears to back this through blatant racism, but also in supporting actress Sydney Sweeney’s advertisement for American Eagle jeans. In this she said that she has great jeans. Whilst seemingly innocent, many media literate people have pointed out that this likely is a play on words with jeans meaning genes. To further support this, Sweeney fits the Aryian race characteristics as she has (dyed) blonde hair, blue eyes and is of a white ethnic background. 
One difference between the two men is how they came into power. Hitler outright bought his position, and whilst it can be argued Trump bought a portion of his votes, he did come into and existing position.
To summarise, it can be argued that Donald Trump’s ideologies as a leader of a superpower nation are alarmingly in line with those of a Nazi dictator who was responsible for the deaths of millions of innocent people.
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