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	Cynllun Gweithgaredd
Activity Plan

	Gweithgaredd:

Activity:Numicon Bingo


	Nifer o blant:

Number of children:4

	Oed y plant:

Age of children:3
	Nifer o oedolion:

Number of adults:1

	Lleoliad:

Location:Maths corner in Nursery Classroom. But also implemented in the whole classroom and outdoors.

	Amser paratoi:

Preparation time:10 Minutes
	Amser gweithgaredd:

Activity time:20 Minutes

	Adnoddau:


Resources :Numicon Bingo Mats,  Numicon Pieces, Number Beads and number Lines. Paint, sand,water
Play dough.




	Amcan/ion y weithgaredd:




Aim/s of activity: To help children recognize the Numicons and connect with the correct Number.
To recognize the value of the Numicons. To become knowledgeable and understand the concept of sharing. To help the child/ren to understand the value to each number, order and sequence.





	Cysylltiadau â deilliannau:



Links to outcomes: To follow all guidelines from the foundation phase framework.




	Gwahaniaethu:


Differentiation:
Children with a low ability and low self -esteem will be given a target which is achievable to their needs and the task will be simplified to suit their needs. For example numbers 1-3
Children who show a lack of understanding and confidence will be supported and also given an achievable target. only focusing on Numbers 1-5
Children with a good understanding will be challenged but also will be given an achievable target. Also maybe challenge the children with Numbers going up to 1-8.


	Iechyd a diogelwch:


Health and safety: Water tub- be aware of the dangers of drowning.
Numicons- to be aware of swallowing or choking on the small Numicon parts.
Sand Pit - be aware of sand in the children’s eyes.
Paint- aprons to be worn to stop paint going on any clothing.
Fingers getting stuck in the numicons.
Play dough- swallowing bits of the play dough. Play dough going in a childs hair.
Allergies to any of the items noted.












	Rôl yr oedolyn/oedolion:


Role of adult/adult’s :  The role of the adult is to ensure all children are engaged in the activity, to support all children involved, and that all children show an understanding. To show an example of what is expected of them. Also to show enjoyment and positive attitude to either winning or losing in the Game. To also make sure children are focused and understand the number sequence from 0-7 this can be assessed by the adult observing the game and gathering information.


	Y weithgaredd:
The Activity:
The game will contain 4 Numicon mats, 8 individual cards placed face down, and all Numicon’s from numbers 1-8 will be placed on the table. Each Player will take It in turns to turn over one card at a time going clockwise around the 4 children involved. Once the card is turned, the child then has to identify what Numicon is showing on the card. They then have to check to see if the same Numicon is on their Numicon mat and if so place the small card over the Numicon, if the Numi9con card does not match with their individual Bingo mat then they have to place the small numicon card back down, using their memory and eye contact to remember where that card is.
 According to the child/ren strengths, it will be decided what Numicon mats they will have. For example, for a group with a low ability they will be presented with the mats of numicon’s consisting of numbers 1-3. This will be an appropriate target for them to reach. 
For a group showing some understanding but still unsure will be presented with Numicon mats with numbers consisting of 1-5.
Children with a higher understanding will be given Numicon mats and the numbers consisting of 1-8, but if they show a better understanding, they will be challenged with numbers from 1-10.
 All needs will be considered and supported making sure all targets will be achievable, all information is gathered to make appropriate assessment of each child and whether less or additional targets need to be given.
 This will result in the activity running smoothly and will be an enjoyable task for all to complete.
 Whilst completing this activity it is essential that the foundation guidelines are met and carried out. Also note taking is essential to be able analyse and assess the level to what the children are at, and by doing this, it is then decided the level for future activities and tasks. There are many benefits to this activity, for the adult to assess and collect the correct information. To see the child’s strengths and weaknesses and then by carefully planning to help with what they are.
 










                                                        Evaluation.
The activity is appropriate for children ranging from 3-5 years. Introducing all subject’s are important at an early age, however it is the way it is implemented in the setting. For example a child could be watching and not showing much engagement or concentration, where as if the child is involved from the beginning they have instant concentration. This supports the theory by Vygotsky who believed “ That a child on the edge of learning a new concept can benefit from interaction with a teacher or classmate”. 
 Vygotsky also believed that “ in order to scaffold well for children, teachers need to be keen observers” this is why when an activity is carried out close observation is needed to enable and assure that all needs are met and the foundation curriculum planning is followed correctly.
 To help children learn, a number of things can be done to help promote positive learning. For example observe children carefully and plan curriculum that encourages children’s emerging abilities, or pair up children who can learn from each other.
 To help make assessing easier for the teacher it is essential that all staff involved in the activity follow the exact pattern and teaching aspect to ensure that there is consistency and continuity throughout.
 This game assesses number of skills, for example hand and eye co-ordination. Their memory skills also mathematical skills. As some children benefit from just hearing the teacher explain the task, others prefer the concrete approach which helps them engage and understand what is expected of them. This is supported by Montessori’s theory that “all staff need to take time for observation and reflection, and to use these observations to guide your environment and curriculum planning”. 
It is important to implement each corner within the classroom with the same mathematical task.
The Home Corner: This corner could help promote their mathematical skills by needing to count how many are sitting down for dinner? how many plates and cutlery is needed? By doing this the children are still enjoying and learning through play.
Sand and water area: In this area numicons could be hidden amongst the sand and the children would have to find the and place them in order of value. In the water area the water could be coloured with food colouring and bubbles and number ducks could be put in and the children could fish them out with nets and then place them in order. This is still an enjoyable activity for the children and they are also learning and experimenting through play.
The construction area: In this area, the children could build a wall and count how many bricks they need, also the children could count how many tools are needed to do the job. If the children are showing a good understanding, a challenge could be given for example bringing simple money skills into the activity. This can be completed through play.
Free choice:
It is important that the children have freedom to explore indoors and outdoors during the school day. Whilst the children are exploring, a number of activities could be in all areas to challenge the children without them even realising.
This supports Montessori’s theory 
“Montessori’s theories about children have influenced the way all early childhood programs are structured today.”
Montessori’s work has provided a foundation for the work of such later theorists as Piaget and Vygotsky.
Montessori believed that giving children natural things to play with and explore that it gives them the experience, smell, taste, texture etc,
 To implement this in the classroom, we could provide plastic foods in the home corner, or foam bricks for the constructive area, we could cook pasta, spaghetti for the children to play with in the exploring corner. Plastic has generally 1 use where’s natural is open ended. 

The Role of the Adult.
For children to be able to thrive fully, we need to as practitioners be able to provide them with all the correct tools to fulfil this. This can be done by changing the activities on a daily or weekly basis. For example, changing the contents in the water tray, putting exciting things in to draw the children’s attention. By doing this in the classroom, it opens up a range and variety of questions. Also changing items in the role play corner can lead to exciting experiences and produce positive scientific play. 
 Also we need to consider not just the indoor area but also the outdoor area to help promote positive play. We could provide pipes, water bottles etc to provide the flow of water to help explore physical phenomena. It is important for the adult to demonstrate the correct use of equipment as children copy and imitate the adult, therefore if this is done correctly all equipment would be used to the full.
 Another function of play is for the child and adult to engage in conversation which this helps in ‘possibility thinking’. 
Self-assessment is also important to introduce at a young age, it enables the child to have an element of control over their own learning environment. It also gives children a sense of responsibility and self-esteem. Self-assessment also gives the children opportunities for real-life problem-solving experiences.
It is extremely important for the children to have a good understanding of what it is they are assessing, and how to do this successfully. This can be achieved by having prompt cards in all areas of the classroom and also for each area to be supervised by an adult constantly observing and questioning. 
A display board could be kept and visable at all times with the achievements of each child and what achievement they have had.
The adult should always be alert and taking constant notes and observing the way the children are learning. Regular evaluation of the children’s ongoing records is essential. It ensures that the potential offered by areas of the classroom for developing mathematical thinking is recognized and that the emerging needs of the children are regulary addressed.
Practitioners observations can tell them a great deal about the effectiveness of what they are planning and of what they have provided for the children. If a number of children seem to be having difficulty with a particular area of development, is it because there has been insufficient opportunity for them to engage with relevant activities and learning experiences? Like Montessori and Piaget, Vygotsky placed enormous emphasis on the importance of observation. By carefully watching and listening, the adult in charge will become aware of the child’s development. According to Vygotsky, this is the only way the adults can accurately assess the child’s ZPD. This knowledge is essential to good curriculum planning.
 Curriculum planning is the most affected area by Vygotsky’s theory. Unlike Piaget, who thought children’s cognitive learning was more internal than interactive.
Therefor for positive learning and correct guidance and observation it is essential that all staff follow and implement the same strategies in their classroom environment to help promote a happy and successful activity.
The main role of any adult in the classroom is supporting and leading the learning, ensuring the adult is not controlling the learning.
By being there, engaged and supporting rather than taking over- letting the child take his/her own learning journey at their own pace and following their interest, this is far more beneficial for the child. Constantly validating their efforts to build self-esteem and planning and organising an enriched environment that provides choice. This supports a big part of Montessori’s theory.
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