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Explore and evaluate the use of body-worn cameras in evidence-based policing.
[bookmark: _Toc133904029]Introduction 
Evidence-based policing (EVP) is regarded as the method of utilising the best available evidence for informing policies, practices, and decisions of police (Staller and Koerner, 2021). The study will discuss the concept of EVP along with the criminal theories related to the same. The purpose of body-worn cameras will be reflected with the help of the study. Advantages, disadvantages and ethical limitations of body-worn cameras will be highlighted through the help of the study. The utilisation of this evidence during the time of domestic violence will be evaluated. 
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Evidence-based policing (EVP) suggests that Police practices must depend on the scientific evidence regarding the based practices. According to this method, based evidence is required to be utilised for guiding the police.  There are two components in EVP and both are important for the research of evidence (Koziarski and Lee, 2020). First of all, a significant amount of research is needed on this method. Usually, police officers are not aware of conducting scientific rigorous studies hence this depends on the Academics. Criminology is capable of designing studies related to crime and disorder and then the published the same in academic journals. Police officers are mostly not aware of these academic journals, and they have not read about the findings of these case studies. This must be changed in accordance with the implementation of EVP. Police officers must be aware of the academic journals, and they must conduct research to get adequate knowledge about these case studies. Thereafter, a partnership between the Academics and the police officers is needed to be developed in accordance with the achievement of this mission. This will be a critical method for Police officers who already have an accurate worldview.
The second component of this method is to translate the research findings into an accessible method so that the police can work in an easy manner. Usually, academic goals and timelines are totally different from the actual work of policing. Implementation of scientific research by the police in their practice is difficult as most of the police have no knowledge about peer review or the information available in the academic world related to case studies (Boulton et al., 2021). In this situation, police need more information for the resolution of the problems. There exist evidence-cops or pracademics responsible for conducting academic research findings. Translating these findings into actionable information is another objective of police professionals. They have all the tools for understanding the research and determining the solutions of the research through the help of academic help. In this way, scientific methods can easily be implemented in the case of EVP. 
Social disorganization theory is responsible for evaluating the crime in a neighbourhood that can result in issues in traditional social bonds. The definition of social disorganization is the influx of people in the neighbourhood that is responsible for creating a pathological environment which will lead to more crime. Social bonds can be regarded as family, community, and religious connections. Most of the reasons for weakening the traditional social bonds are industrialisation, large-scale migration, and social disadvantage (Kubrin et al., 2022). This theory is responsible for understanding the reasons for delinquency. Disorganisation can be reflected in different areas as well as demographics and it is at high risk in cases where there are a high number of migrant workers as well as the areas with a high proportion of blue-collar workers. 
The social disorganization theory is capable of applying the principles and methods of sociology for the development of the understanding of the prevalence of high crime rates. This is useful to understand the reasons for high crime rates among juvenile and working-class communities. Thereafter, EVP can be utilised for the development of scientific evidence in accordance to go through the causes of crime in specific areas.  This type of crime can be mostly seen in the case of urban neighbourhoods with working-class populations. Social disorganization is regarded as a spatial theory which is capable of evaluating the idea that certain neighbourhoods in a city have higher rates of crime (Linning et al., 2022). The cause for increasing crimes in these areas is the weakening of the traditional rules. there were certain rules and norms in the traditional society that have helped to nurture over time however these has started to break down in accordance with time. Thereafter, a high crime rate among young individuals can be reflected in these areas due to a lack of ethical practices and knowledge of traditional rules and norms. 
According to rational choice theory, individuals make rational decisions in accordance with evaluating the cost and benefits of the situation. People go for the rational decision in case of committing a crime by understanding its causes and consequences. The assumption of this theory is that there are a large number of potential offenders among us who can commit a crime depending upon the situation. The rational choice theory suggests that if the cost of committing a crime can out with the benefits, then these individuals are more likely to commit a crime (Zhao et al., 2021). On the other hand, if the benefits can overweight the cost, then they will not go for this crime. Thereafter, the criminal mindset of these individuals totally depends on the opportunities. For example, the cost of committing a crime can be feeling ashamed, disapproval from friends and family as well as risks of getting arrested. On the other hand, benefits can be regarded as financial, getting huge respect from peers as well as the achievement of excitement and thrill. In the case of EVP, police need to understand the rational choice theory for the committing of a crime by an individual. Reasons for committing the crime and the benefits of the same can be evaluated to understand the causes of the crime. 
Body-worn video (BWV) cameras are small and visible devices that are attached to the uniforms of the officers.  These are utilised for capturing video and audio evidence when officers are present at all types of incidences. All the officers provided with BWV cameras have daily contact with the public. The position of the camera while watching the footage can observe the overall situation from the perspective of the officer. Thereafter, BWV cameras can work as independent evidence or witnesses in a case study. These cameras have their internal storage device, and the officer has the responsibility to shift the footage to a secured location. Afterwards, this can be utilised as evidence for legal proceedings. In case this footage is not needed by the police then they can delete the same as well. When the camera is usually turned on them it can capture a rolling 60-second loop of video without any audio (Metropolitan Police, 2023). 
However, if the police officer does not activate the camera to record then this loop video will not be saved. Whenever the police officer activates the camera then it starts recording the video as well as the audio. In this context, officers usually start their cameras at the very beginning of an incident or encounter. However, these cameras also record in case of normal circumstances if there is no other system for recording the situation (Metropolitan Police, 2023). BWV cameras are incident-specific unless they are being used for specific operations. Flashing red lights can appear in the centre of the camera when it starts recording and the officers can make aware the individuals that they are being recorded.
The purpose of utilising BWV cameras is to provide evidence for the investigation of an offence. This is also responsible for providing transparency about an incident to the police officers. They will be capable of submitting a retain report about an encounter or incident through the help of BWV cameras (Bowling and Iyer, 2019).  Police officers can use this type of camera while stopping a vehicle and going somewhere else to arrest individuals. Searching for a property as well as attending critical incidence is the reason why this camera can be utilised.  This can also be used while attending a domestic abuse response along with the time of performing a stop and search.
The strength of body-worn cameras is to utilise their footage as evidence in court. This is the major benefit of utilising body cameras for law enforcement. The court accepts body-worn cameras as evidence for the purpose of case laws. Without full proof evidence the case can get weak however this footage can help to establish the facts. Thereafter, footage from police dash cameras, as well as body, won cameras can be useful in a court of law (Clare et al., 2019). Besides that, these cameras can also be used for violence prevention. Police think that the crime rate has dropped severely due to the usage of these cameras and capturing of real-time videos along with audio. This can be presented as strong evidence in a court of law hence, offenders are aware of this situation which is the reason for the reduction in the crime rate. The accountability of police has been increased due to the help of the utilisation of this camera. Besides that, reduction in the number of police misconduct has also been reported due to the help of these types of cameras.
On the contrary, the weakness of this camera is the cost of the same. These types of cameras are expensive for the police department to provide for each of the police officers. Besides that, this is sometimes unreliable for the police department. In case of insufficient battery length for daily processing, police officers can face major issues. It has also been reflected that the battery life starts diminishing more quickly during cold weather which can be a challenge for the police officer as well. Police officers need to save all of this footage on the cloud however this can be a costly affair for them to save a large amount of data and videos on the cloud as it is expensive (Lindsay, 2019). Moreover, utilising this type of camera can decrease the safety of police officers. It can affect their mental health due to the continuous experience of criminal activities through the cameras. 
The ethical limitations of body-worn cameras are the invasion of the privacy of individuals. Moreover, these also record the common conversations between police officers and citizens. The challenge related to body won cameras is invading the privacy of citizens (Procon, 2021). This is capable of exposing the victims due to the facial recognition software. This can become a critical challenge for police officers to manage the same.
Body-worn cameras in domestic violence can be significant for the victims to record their current situation. This can be provided to the police officers for evidence. Presenting this video footage to the court for legal processing will also be possible in this scenario. Besides that, it has been reflected that the police officers who have used body-worn cameras at the crime scene have been capable of capturing more evidence. This has been utilised for the solving of criminal cases (Smith et al., 2019). Moreover, this is also helpful for police officers to boost their confidence. The safety of the police officer can also be ensured during the time of solving the domestic violence case. In addition to that, an accurate description of the scene can be possible afterwards due to the help of this type of camera. All of the Crime Scene is being captured with the help of these cameras and they can be evaluated to understand the situation. not only that, but these cameras have been also useful for understanding context, emotions, injuries, and comments made by the victims and the offenders while attending domestic abuse cases. Accurate recording of the Crime Scene is also possible based on these cameras.
[bookmark: _Toc133904031]Conclusion 
Evidence-based policing is the method of utilising scientific research during the time of the resolution of criminal cases. Research academic journals regarding the case studies and translating the same into accessible methods are required in accordance with evidence-based policing. With respect to the discussion, social disorganization and rational choice theory have been analysed. The study has depicted the purpose of Body worn video cameras in accordance to arrest individuals and search for properties. Besides that, the advantage of these cameras is to provide it as evidence in court however this can be an expensive method as well. This camera can also be used in domestic abuse cases to understand the emotions and context of the victim and offender. 
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