TSD Graduate Summer School
Beginning your Dissertation
Strengths and Weaknesses
Please complete the following:
	Which of the following applies to you?
	Yes / No

	1. I am good at managing my own work & don’t need reminders from my supervisor. Just leave it to me.
	

	2. I am quite good at organising my own work but would appreciate occasional interim deadlines & reminders.
	

	3. Time management can be a real problem for me. I tend to leave work to the last minute & can only get going when there is a deadline looming on the horizon!
	

	4. I don’t find it easy to bother my tutors – they are all so busy & I don’t like to make a fuss.
	

	5. I need a lot of reassurance & help & possibly contact my tutors more often than I really need to. 

	

	6. I am clear about the requirements of the dissertation & can make a plan to ensure that I meet the final deadline. 
	


(After University of Southampton 2003, Writing your Dissertation)


Preliminary Checklist

Here are a few pointers to help you begin your dissertation research
	Questions
	Yes / No

	1. Have you discussed your research question with your supervisor?
Have you both agreed the topic?
	

	2. Are there any ethical issues? (if your answer is no go onto question 3)
Have you completed the Ethics Form?
Has this been sent to the Ethics Committee?
	

	3. Are there any resource issues you need to consider?
	

	4. Have you begun your background reading?
	

	5. Do you have the relevant Referencing Guidelines for your School/discipline?
	

	6. Do you know the upper & lower word limits allowed for your dissertation?
	

	7. Do you know the guidelines for the presentation & submission of your dissertation?
	




Your Dissertation Checklist
Keep this checklist and update regularly – it is only of use if you have left yourself time to address questions to which you have answered “no” or “not sure”
Go through this checklist at various times throughout the progress of your dissertation (using the four answer columns). You should be brutally honest with yourself (more so as you move down the checklist) – remember this is only for your guidance, although you might want to use this in discussions with your supervisor.
You should aim for all “Ys” by the last column.
	Checklist
	Yes/No/Not Sure

	1. Your dissertation topic
	
	
	
	

	Is your topic clear and well defined?  
Have you identified a research question, problem, or hypothesis?
Does this clearly indicate what you are setting out to explore? 
Is your topic of genuine academic relevance or interest within your discipline?
Have you identified important or interesting themes or subjects arising from your studies?
	
	
	
	

	2. Your literature review: this should contextualise your own research question and approach
	
	
	
	

	Have you identified and accessed the most recent literature of relevance to this topic?
Have you identified key texts from past studies?
Do you refer to major books and articles?
How well have you selected your material?
How effective is your review of the literature?
Does it show how the development of ideas and findings from previous research by other scholars and how these have resulted in your specific research question?
Or is it more of a haphazard collection of books and articles you have happened across?
Is your review critical?  Does it evaluate previous research and identify gaps in other studies? 
Is everything you cited in your Reference List / Bibliography?
	
	
	
	

	3. Your methodology
	
	
	
	

	Is your choice of methods and research techniques suitable for your research question or hypothesis?
Will they provide a persuasive answer to your question, be it positive or negative?
Is your description of the methodology adopted clear and succinct?
	
	
	
	

	4. Theoretical approaches
	
	
	
	

	How theoretically informed is your piece of work?
Have you identified your theoretical perspective?
Does this permeate your dissertation throughout, from your introduction to your conclusion? 
Are you asking yourself a key question, presenting a thesis, or defending a statement?  Be clear about your approach. 
Theory is the framework of your study – not a luxury. Your dissertation will be judged, in part, by how well you express and critically understand the theory you are using, and how clearly and consistently it is connected with the focus and methodology of your dissertation.
	
	
	
	

	5. Your Results
	
	
	
	

	Have you presented your findings clearly and accurately? Are these easy to understand?
Have you provided enough evidence to make a convincing case?
 Are you faithful to what you actually found? Do you claim more than you should? (Beware of massaging your results to try to fit your hypothesis.)
Have you presented everything directly relevant to the question in such a way that your reader doesn’t have to flip back and forth to make her or his own connections? 
	
	
	
	

	6. Your presentation
	
	
	
	

	Is your text clearly presented?
Is it logically ordered in chapters and paragraphs
Have you checked for grammar, spelling mistakes etc?
Are there any rogue apostrophes?
Have you double checked cutting and pasting? (This is where mistakes can easily slip in)
Have you correctly labelled & cross-referenced illustrations, tables, charts, appendices?
Are all illustrations (& other graphic material) presented clearly? 
Are these necessary to the text?
Do they add anything to your overall dissertation?
Will they make sense to your reader?
Remember this is a written piece of communication and should be presented to a high standard
	
	
	
	

	7. Your results and conclusions
	
	
	
	

	What should we do with your results and conclusions? 
What do they imply?
Have you answered your original question?
Have you effectively analysed your findings and explained what they mean? 
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