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AIM(S)

To provide an introduction to the main sociological perspectives and to the methods
used by social scientists to investigate contemporary society.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

describe the key features of significant sociological perspectives and how they relate
to the study of contemporary society;

understand the way in which society is structured and the nature of social justice and
inclusion;

understand the nature of sociological enquiry including the concepts of qualitative and
guantitative research and primary and secondary evidence.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

An introduction to the main perspectives from which society is studied; e.g. Marxism,
functionalism, neo-liberalism, feminism, capitalism, postmodernism and ecology/
sustainable development.

An introduction to the ways in which society is divided along lines of gender, class,
race, age etc.

An exploration of the ways in which societal divisions rely on an imbalance of power
and consequently lead to inequality.

An introduction to the nature of qualitative and quantitative research methods and
how these relate to the study of contemporary society.

An introduction to the concept of primary and secondary evidence in social studies.

Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

Activity type Hours Percentage
Scheduled learning 30 15%
Independent learning 170 85%
Placement learning 0 0%
TOTAL 200 100%




ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1

O Written exam Coursework O Practical
Mode of assessment Volume Weighting
Written Assignment 2100 words 70%
Assessment Component 2
O Written exam O Coursework Practical
Mode of assessment Volume Weighting
Seminar Presentation 8 minutes 30%

Assessment Summary

Activity type Percentage

Written exam

Coursework 70%

Practical 30%

TOTAL 100%
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