Through using both the physical evidence that archaeology can provide us and the understanding that theoretical approaches can give helps to create a fuller picture of how life and communities functioned on Bronze Age Cyprus. Particularly regarding groups that may not have had much of a voice in the overall narrative such as women through both the pottery found in Bronze Age villages, settlements and in the places that they were buried and the items that were buried with them. 
[bookmark: _Int_G9kF1MXs][bookmark: _Int_KRoBStTG][bookmark: _Int_SI0SlqHn][bookmark: _Int_fYofPE3s][bookmark: _Int_ySAYrENV][bookmark: _Int_h4fsaawL]For example, households and the communities they existed in went through rapid change in the Bronze Age as from the Early Bronze Age onwards there was a swift increase in population across Cyprus[footnoteRef:2]. This was most likely linked to the secondary products revolution that began during this period along with the introduction of cattle ploughing which made farming much easier[footnoteRef:3]. There was also an increase in copper mining throughout Cyprus which soon became known for its copper production during the Bronze Age which can be seen through sources such as they Amarna letters. Which were a series of correspondents between the Pharo of Egypt and the King of Cyprus regarding the island copper production indicating that it had become extensive enough that it brought forth royal attention[footnoteRef:4]. Which means that in terms of households most communities would have been involved in copper production to some extent, whether that meant working in the mines or in producing bronze and copper goods, while there is no specific indication that these tasks were gendered it can be assumed that men in the household would have been working in these industries while women would have been looking after the tasks that were related to keeping the household running[footnoteRef:5]. While there's not much physical evidence for this, much of this can be inferred through the artwork of the Bronze Age. Particularly the red polished ware scenic compositions and the plank figures. Scenic compositions are complex pieces usually depicting scenes from everyday life such as festivals, gatherings and people working together, either depicted on jugs or as wholly separate pieces[footnoteRef:6]. While plank figures are human like figurines, usually either depicted alone or in a pair with some even showing children or a child on a cradleboard[footnoteRef:7]. These pieces of artwork were appearing across Cyprus from the early Bronze Age and were a marked difference from the previous Chalcolithic art. The adult plank figures are usually devoid of any gender characteristics with only some being shown to have explicate features like breasts, though they have mostly been interpreted to depict women as most plank figures have been carved or painted to have been wearing jewellery[footnoteRef:8]. Which is often reflected in the scenic depictions as the figures in those are usually outwardly genderless as well and arguably only identifiable through jewellery or their proximity to certain tasks such as the depiction of bread making which was usually a task relegated to women[footnoteRef:9]. Indicating that the roles and jobs taken on by women and girls in the household were highly valued possible to a greater extent than that of men as while there are plenty of evidence of domestic scene compositions, whether that be in the household or during activities centred around it there don't appear to be any depiction of men mining copper or participating in tasks mainly associated with the male spear[footnoteRef:10]. Which could indicate that domestic life and tasks were seen as something sacred or at the very least important enough to warrant a scenic composition to be created. As the majority of scenic compositions were found in tombs and buried with the dead[footnoteRef:11]. Which could help give us insight into how social reproduction was handled in Cyprus and how this would affect the everyday household particularly when we consider Bourdieu’s theory of habitus[footnoteRef:12]. As the majority of children would have been raised alongside this artwork along with partaking in the activates that it represented beside their parents. Indicating that while they may have been raised with more gendered tasks, such as girls helping their mothers to prepare food and be more active within the domestic spear, these tasks would not have been given less weight within the community which arguably has led to a more egalitarian household with men and women having equal control over the household[footnoteRef:13]. Which would mean that men and women would have equal social capital within the home which is only compounded by the copper industry that had become so important in Cyprus. As while there may have been a gendered division of labour when it came to extracting the copper much of the other components of the industry would have relied on both men and women's labour, whether that be labour in or outside of the home. Which would have given both men and women an equal contribution in the economic capital of the home and with both genders taking part in such an important industry it would indicate that Bronze Age society was more egalitarian and that while household organisation was done along gender lines these didn't come with the level of stigmatisation that is often associated with labour done around the home[footnoteRef:14]. While we are unsure of women's legal status in Cyprus during the Bronze Age and whether it would have been equal to men's their social status within and possible outside of the household most likely was. Which could be why so many Bronze Age scenic compositions were filled with genderless figures, particularly in scenes that appear to be set outside of the home such as the Vounous bowl which is often considered to be a celebration or a gathering for a ritual[footnoteRef:15]. As due to the relative equal status that men and women it might have been considered pointless to even add any indicators of gender.  [2:  Webb Jennifer, Frankel David, Intensive sight survey. Implications for estimating settlement size, population and duration in prehistoric Bronze Age Cyprus, 2004, British School at Athens, Vol 11, Archaeological field surveys in Cyprus: Past History, Future Potentials, P 136]  [3:  Falconer. E Steven, Fall. L Patricia, Household and Community behaviour at Bronze Age Politiko-Troullia, 2013, Journal of Field Archaeology, Vol. 28, Taylor and Francis, P 102]  [4:  Knapp Bernard. A, The Archaeology of Community on Bronze Age Cyprus: Politiko “Phorades” in Context, 2003, American Journal of Archaeology, Vol. 107, University of Chicago Press, P 560]  [5:  Webb Jenniffer, Tracking Gender and Technology in Prehistory: A Case Study from Bronze Age Cyprus, 2014, Classical Association of Victoria, P 22]  [6:  Serwint Nancy, Women and the Art of Ancient Cyprus, 2016, Women in Antiquity, Real Women across the Ancient World, Routledge, P 407]  [7:  Serwint Nancy, Women and the Art of Ancient Cyprus, 2016, Women in Antiquity, Real Women across the Ancient World, Routledge, P 405]  [8:  Serwint Nancy, Women and the Art of Ancient Cyprus, 2016, Women in Antiquity, Real Women across the Ancient World, Routledge, P 405]  [9:  Serwint Nancy, Women and the Art of Ancient Cyprus, 2016, Women in Antiquity, Real Women across the Ancient World, Routledge, P 407]  [10:  Mina Maria, Was it a Mans World? Gender Relationships at the Transitions to the Bronze Age Cyprus, 2016, Near Eastern Archaeology, Vol. 79, University of Chicago Press, P 145]  [11:  Mina Maria, Was it a Mans World? Gender Relationships at the Transitions to the Bronze Age Cyprus, 2016, Near Eastern Archaeology, Vol. 79, University of Chicago Press, P 146]  [12:  Power. M Elaine, An introduction to Pierre Bourdieu’s Key Theoretical Concepts, 1999, Journal for the Study of Food and Society, Taylor and Francis, P 48]  [13:  Webb Jennifer, Engendering the Built Environment: Household and Community in Prehistoric Bronze Age Cyprus, 2002, Engendering Aphrodite: Women and Society in Ancient Cyprus, American Schools of Oriental Research, P 93]  [14:  Webb Jennifer, Engendering the Built Environment: Household and Community in Prehistoric Bronze Age Cyprus, 2002, Engendering Aphrodite: Women and Society in Ancient Cyprus, American Schools of Oriental Research, P 94]  [15:  Steel Louise, The Social World of Early-Middle Bronze Age Cyprus: Rethinking the Vounous Bowl, 2013, Journal of Mediterranean Archaeology, P 67] 

[bookmark: _Int_RwIEMLKs][bookmark: _Int_DwmaL5mu]Plank figures also helped in this understanding as like scene compositions most were found as grave goods though a few were found in other contexts[footnoteRef:16]. Which has been argued to indicate that Plank figures were not solely created for burials. As the majority of Plank figures seemed to be linked to women it has been argued by some to indicate that the female plank figures are religious depictions of a great mother goddess figure or the evidence of some kind of goddess cult that was thought to have been worshipped in Cyprus[footnoteRef:17]. Which would indicate that religion in Cyprus was a fundamental and important part of everyday life that was important enough to be carried into death with them. As these plank figures were most likely used in everyday life in a religious or spiritual context. It has been argued that women would have enjoyed a certain level of status or connection with the divine due to the depiction of the divine as a Mother Goddess, therefore elevating women's status both inside and outside of the home. It has even been suggested that the cult figure of the Mother Goddess may be a holdover from the Chalcolithic period who also had a strong cult centred around fertility[footnoteRef:18]. And with new influence being introduce to Cyprus due to the increased trade routes and new settlers arrived on the island its believed that these new influences only strengthened the cult as in the Iron Age Cyprus would become an important cult centre for Aphrodite[footnoteRef:19].  [16:  Serwint Nancy, Women and the Art of Ancient Cyprus, 2016, Women in Antiquity, Real Women across the Ancient World, Routledge, P 406]  [17:  Serwint Nancy, Women and the Art of Ancient Cyprus, 2016, Women in Antiquity, Real Women across the Ancient World, Routledge, 406]  [18:  Adams Donovan, Cypriot Religion of the Early Bronze Age: Insular and Transmitted Ideologies, ca. 2500-2000 B.C.E, 2013, Anthropology. 9, University at Albany State University of New York, P 22]  [19:  Adams Donovan, Cypriot Religion of the Early Bronze Age: Insular and Transmitted Ideologies, ca. 2500-2000 B.C.E, 2013, Anthropology. 9, University at Albany State University of New York, P 22] 

[bookmark: _Int_ldmgGj4n][bookmark: _Int_VinmqRSx][bookmark: _Int_5EoJdmfE][bookmark: _Int_3hID3rCd]Though because of the seeming lack of cohesion between the Chalcolithic and the Bronze Age it's unlikely that there was any specific continuation of the fertility or Mother Goddess Cult, which is compounded with the apparent genderless of both the scenic compositions and the Plank figures. Which has led some to suggest that both may in fact be linked to ancestor worship[footnoteRef:20]. With both the Plank Figures and the figures in the Scenic Compositions lack of identifiable gender suggesting that they could have been created so that living could have projected the images of their dead loved ones onto the figures or help to create an idolised image of the dead[footnoteRef:21]. As there's evidence of mortuary feasting and ritual behaviour around tombs in the Late Bronze Age. This usually consisted of ritual consumption of alcohol which can be seen reflected in the use of elaborate drinking vessels which often had Mycenaean influences in their design[footnoteRef:22]. Animal bone, often that of adult cattle, is also frequently found at such sights indicating that they were important parts of funerary feasting. With bulls having a strong connection to the divine in Cyprus from the Early Bronze Age as its thought that they were seen as having a connection to fertility[footnoteRef:23]. These funerary feasts are one of the main indicators that there was a strong ancestral cult or practice of ancestral veneration in Cyprus. This activity would have helped to express the status of those taking part in it die to the limited recourses available in Cyprus and the waste that would be involved in doing such an activity. It an indication that ancestor veneration was as equally important as any focused religion that was more firmly backed into the everyday lives of the people of Bronze Age Cyprus. As these kind of veneration rituals would most likely be a multi household activity, especially if this were an activity that was done by non-elites due to the drain on resources that would be involved in preparing for it[footnoteRef:24]. And we can infer that it most likely would have been women doing much of the preparation work for such a celebration due to the fact that much of the work for such an event would fall under the gendered tasks usually assigned to women such as food preparation[footnoteRef:25].  [20:  Mina Maria, Was it a Mans World? Gender Relationships at the Transitions to the Bronze Age Cyprus, 2016, Near Eastern Archaeology, Vol. 79, University of Chicago Press, P 146]  [21:  Mina Maria, Was it a Mans World? Gender Relationships at the Transitions to the Bronze Age Cyprus, 2016, Near Eastern Archaeology, Vol. 79, University of Chicago Press, p 146]  [22:  Collard David, (2023), When Ancestors became Gods: Transformation of Rituals and Religion in Late Bronze Age Cyprus, Available at: https://brewminate.com/when-ancestors-became-gods-transformation-of-ritual-and-religion-in-late-bronze-age-cyprus/, (Accessed January 11 2024)]  [23:  Karageorghis Vassos, The Civilization of Prehistoric Cyprus, 1976, Ekdotike Athens S.A., P 68]  [24:  Steel Louise, A Goodly Feast...A Cup of Mellow Wine: Feasting in Bronze Age Cyprus, 2004, Hesperia: The Journal of the American School of Classical Study at Athens, Vol 73, P 287]  [25:  Webb Jenniffer, Tracking Gender and Technology in Prehistory: A Case Study from Bronze Age Cyprus, 2014, Classical Association of Victoria, P 22] 

The importance of death and the dead was obviously an influential aspect of daily living in Cyprus as burial practices changed dramatically during the Bronze Age. As the shift from the Chalcolithic to the Bronze Age began tombs began to be cut into easily identifiable landmarks such as ridges and hillsides[footnoteRef:26]. Making them far more visible and arguable a constant reminder of the presences of their ancestors for the people of Cyprus. Once again displaying the strength of the ancestor cult in Cyprus. Though there is also a reason outside of the spiritual for such a shift as due to the rising population size and the new influx of people to Cyprus land ownership would have been becoming more dependent on inheritance of land[footnoteRef:27]. And by setting up publicly visible ancestral shrines and burial places or by placing more emphasis on ancestors in general would help solidify a household or community's ownership of a piece of land. Which also goes hand in hand with the evidence that offerings were continuously made to these shrines which may have also been done to legitimise the inheritance of this land or to aide in passing the land from the dead to their heir[footnoteRef:28]. Also because of the fertility element often observed in both Cypriot religion and ancestral worship proper veneration of the ancestors may have been seen as necessary for the current household to find success in both agricultural pursuits and in terms of human reproduction[footnoteRef:29]. As while this was a period of stability there was always the threat that a household could disappear due to any number of factors. Though as the Bronze Age continued burials continued to get more elaborate with more grave goods buried with the dead[footnoteRef:30]. Again, indicating the newfound wealth of Cyprus and the fact that most households could now access it while also indicating that dead and the burial of the dead was as much an economic focus and concern for a household as it was a social and spiritual one.  [26:  Keswani Schuster Priscilla, Death, Prestige, and Copper in Bronze Age Cyprus, 2005, American Journal of Archaeology, Vol 109, University of Chicago Press, P 348]  [27:  Keswani Schuster Priscilla, Death, Prestige, and Copper in Bronze Age Cyprus, 2005, American Journal of Archaeology, Vol 109, University of Chicago Press, P 349]  [28:  Keswani Schuster Priscilla, Death, Prestige, and Copper in Bronze Age Cyprus, 2005, American Journal of Archaeology, Vol 109, University of Chicago Press, P 349]  [29:  Keswani Schuster Priscilla, Death, Prestige, and Copper in Bronze Age Cyprus, 2005, American Journal of Archaeology, Vol 109, University of Chicago Press, P 350]  [30:  Keswani Schuster Priscilla, Death, Prestige, and Copper in Bronze Age Cyprus, 2005, American Journal of Archaeology, Vol 109, University of Chicago Press, P 353] 

[bookmark: _Int_QrlAFGqq][bookmark: _Int_uTvlMcSy][bookmark: _Int_3GG0k1EW][bookmark: _Int_tzU8lk2m][bookmark: _Int_qMnt9CWM][bookmark: _Int_FIZxKn7f][bookmark: _Int_AygMlaA5][bookmark: _Int_V8TCnUxS][bookmark: _Int_9s1CDF8a][bookmark: _Int_VeFG1qYC][bookmark: _Int_cFNiuwFJ][bookmark: _Int_ic7CLMLS][bookmark: _Int_aZL4g0un][bookmark: _Int_5pNC1thb][bookmark: _Int_yacmcfz2][bookmark: _Int_ae3vjgz3][bookmark: _Int_bP9Jql9f]The Bronze Age is also characterised by the rapid increase in population, which indicates that for much of this period many settlements' experienced relative stability. Which is arguably only reenforced by the fact there is evidence of such elaborate ritual practices indicating that people had both the time, energy, and resources to put towards such a thing. And this newfound stability can be seen in sights such as Marki which was inhabited from the Early Cypriot period to the late Middle Cypriot period before being abandoned at the start of the Late Cypriot Period[footnoteRef:31]. There is existence of low agricultural activity in the area though this is circumvented by the fact that there is evidence of both copper deposits in the nearby hills and copper moulds scattered around the sight[footnoteRef:32]. Which would have been made possible with the more cemented trade links both within and outside of Cyprus that appeared within the Bronze Age. The dwellings excavated at Marki show clear signs of both their occupants and the length of time they were occupied, with some dwellings only being lived in for one generation with other being lived in for multiple generations[footnoteRef:33]. These houses could be grouped together into compounds with most having a similar structed though there was a clear variety in the number of rooms excavated within each dwelling though all had some type of courtyard attached to the dwelling[footnoteRef:34]. There is also evidence from within the dwellings that there was a variety of different economic tasks being taken on by each household indicating that there was an increasing degree of economic specialisation taking place in these communities[footnoteRef:35]. Courtyards in particular allowed an interesting window into the daily lives of these households as everyday tasks such as grinding and bread making that could easily have been done in these outside spaces. That then turn tasks that could have been completed alone into community-based activities that fed into the social reproduction of that household. For example, grinding grain and bread making are two activities' necessary to the survival of a household but are also both time and labour consuming activities. The process of grinding grain itself could have taken up to three to five hours of someone's daily life and has been observed to have an effect on a person's body as they age due to the physical toll the repetitive motions have on them[footnoteRef:36]. This is mainly observed on women due to where gendered tasks tend to fall and the age at which girls would begin to help their mothers in these household tasks. This seems to be the case in Bronze Age Cyprus as the importance of this task is also depicted in a Red Slipped Scenic Composition dating to the Middle Bronze Age that displays a group of presumably women working together at a trough used for making bread[footnoteRef:37]. One of these figures is also shown to be holding a young child in their arms while opposite them there appears to be an older child watching the others figures work. Like the majority of other Scenic Compositions, the figures appear to be genderless though from the jewellery they appear to be wearing and the task there participating in indicates that they are most likely women. While the statue doesn't indicate whether or not it is a single or multiple households involved it dose display the communal aspects of such a basic task. As while there is a practical aspect to multiple people working together to create such a fundamental resource there is also the community aspect of women being able to gossip, laugh, share stories, and most likely help to watch one another's children as they do so[footnoteRef:38]. Which is evidence by the children in the scenic composition. While the community aspect of it is again driven home by the fact the figure holding the child is not actively taking part in the bread making, indicating that they are there for purely social reasons. Such a collection of people together would allow young girls to learn not only how to be a woman in their community from their mothers and other women around them. Particularly in an environment that most likely wouldn't have had that much interaction from adult men in it. Which opens up the idea of a wholly separate space for women and girls to socially interact and learn about their environment in the home. There is evidence of quern’s uncovered in households on Makir as these were heavy objects and when these settlements were abandoned their owners wouldn't have been able to take them with them[footnoteRef:39].  [31:  Frankel David, Webb Jennifer, Population, Household, and Ceramic Consumption in a Prehistoric Cypriot Village, 2001, Journal of Field Archaeology, Vol 28, Taylor and Francis, P 116]  [32:  Frankel David, Webb Jennifer, Household Continuity and Transformation in a Prehistoric Cypriot Village, 2012, New Perspective on Household Archaeology, Eisenbrauns, P 474]  [33:  Frankel David, Webb Jennifer, Household Continuity and Transformation in a Prehistoric Cypriot Village, 2012, New Perspective on Household Archaeology, Eisenbrauns, P 483]  [34:  Frankel David, Webb Jennifer, Household Continuity and Transformation in a Prehistoric Cypriot Village, 2012, New Perspective on Household Archaeology, Eisenbrauns, P 483]  [35:  Frankel David, Webb Jennifer, Household Continuity and Transformation in a Prehistoric Cypriot Village, 2012, New Perspective on Household Archaeology, Eisenbrauns, P 484]  [36:  Steel Louise, Kitchenalia in Bronze Age Cyprus, 2016, Gastronomica, Vol 16, University of California Press, P 87]  [37:  Karageorghis Vassos, The Civilisation of Prehistoric Cyprus, 1976, Ekdotike Athenon S.A., P 114]  [38:  Steel Louise, Kitchenalia in Bronze Age Cyprus, 2016, Gastronomica, Vol 16, University of California Press, P 87]  [39:  Frankel David, Webb Jennifer, Household Continuity and Transformation in a Prehistoric Cypriot Village, 2012, New Perspective on Household Archaeology, Eisenbrauns, P 482] 

[bookmark: _Int_3UAdPgoZ][bookmark: _Int_vAkcAchE][bookmark: _Int_zPbGEg4F][bookmark: _Int_8bRhaOGs][bookmark: _Int_6ifCr12x]Red polished ware was the style of pottery that dominated Bronze Age Cyprus and was also used for everyday household items alongside things such as scenic compositions and plank figurines. Much of this pottery has been found around sights such as Marki with much of it appearing to be discarded pots. Which helps to give us insight into how households functioned when it came to daily interactions with such items. As it appears that only between five and twelve items needed to be replaced per household per year which indicates that it most likely wasn't economical viable or possible for every household to replace its pottery itself. Which would indicate that there were dedicated potters in Cyprus and insistingly this could be another indication of women having a strong influence on such important industries, as it would be women who would have been interacting with cooking and storage pots on a daily basis due to the fact women would have been doing the majority of the cooking and work involved in preparing and storing food[footnoteRef:40]. This would have meant that there most likely would have been an amount of dialog between potters and homemakers as pottery was adapted and improved for the changing needs of a community. As cooks reported back what worked and what needed improvement indicating that women had a strong level of social capital as experts in their fields and as the people who helped to improve technologies[footnoteRef:41]. [40:  Webb Jennifer, Tracking Gender and Technology in Prehistory: A Case Study from Bronze Age Cyprus, 2014, Classical Association of Victoria, P 24]  [41:  Webb Jennifer, Tracking Gender and Technology in Prehistory: A Case Study from Bronze Age Cyprus, 2014, Classical Association of Victoria, P 25] 

In conclusion when reconstructing Bronze Age households and their organisation a wide look at not only items found within the household and how they interact with the people of the Bronze Age. But also, to think of groups that may not have been as represented or appeared as often in the literature such as women and children. Particularly when looking at household organisation and how household technology and organisation was thought of.
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