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How does the media influence the public's perception of criminality?

The topic of this research activity is to clarify key points that evaluate the perspective that the public take on criminality due to media representations. The reason this topic has been chosen, is to try and express the difference between the public's perception of specific crimes, which are published by the media in a fashion which potentially puts people of different ages, genders and ethnic backgrounds at risk due to the misrepresentation of groups of people as a result of how they are expressed by the media (Office for National Statistics, 2021).
The aims of this research task are to provide an insight into the potential psychological effects that the media have on the public as well as further reviewing the level of crime that occurs due to being influenced by responses given via the media. Analysis into the public's response to criminality will also be examined. This will determine the difference in responses by the public dependent on the crime that has been committed and how it has been portrayed by the media. The reason these aims have been chosen for this research task is they give an effective evaluation of the current perceptions that the public have, which in turn continue to create various stereotypes and subconscious opinions on people who might be associated with a specific type of crime due to, age, gender, physical appearance and ethnic background (Birkbeck, 2014). 
The objectives of this research activity include the processing of anonymous questionnaires which will be given out to the public either in person or via social media to determine the perceptions that they might have on certain aspects of criminality. Following on from this, there will be an assessment of which crimes are promoted the most via the media and what interest the media have in promoting specific types of criminality. There will be a further review between the connections of stereotypes and potential biases that have been concluded by the public and determine whether these stereotypes have been filtered into the public's perception due to the way that criminality has been expressed by the media (Phillips, 2017). 
The types of methods that will be produced to collect the most accurate forms of data necessary, will be a mix of online research and anonymous questionnaire answers which will determine the accuracy of the statistics which are shown on stereotypes and biases towards individuals who commit specific types of crime. Other methods that will be used for this research task include the likes of; News articles which have heavily based their publishments on specific groups of individuals, there will also be the use of online journals which give more of a personal perspective on how criminality is represented to the public. One of the reasons that these tools will be utilized within this research task is to attempt to get as much of an unbiased perspective as possible.  The reason that the questionnaire answers will be kept anonymous is to keep personal opinions unbiased and unknown by the public but also to give an opinion which can be given in a more honest manner as it will not cause repercussions for what they believe due to media reports that they have seen. Anonymity in responses will reduce the likelihood of social desirability bias influencing how participants respond (GOV.UK, 2024).
Online anonymous questionnaires are the biggest potential for up-to-date information in this research task as they give a perspective which is current in comparison to some journals or documents that will be included in this research task. On the other hand, it will be beneficial to have different periods of time expressing various opinions on the perception of criminality as it shows how the public's perception has changed and around what events created a bias or stereotype towards people who are parts of specific group (Ramirez, 2023) 
It can be said that most people will benefit from this research task as the potential outcome will help the public understand that media representations of specific groups of people do not necessarily link to criminality that is presented by the media. As well as this, individuals that have faced stereotypical backlash for simply being part of a group of people linked to criminality will have a better chance to show that they are not all linked to the representations that the media expresses of them (Succar, 2024).
The goal with this research task is also to attempt to get answers from a variety of demographics so that people from different age groups, ethnic groups and potential religious beliefs can give their own personal opinions on circumstances that they believe exist due to their own personal backgrounds. Within this research task, the estimate for number of participants is to be around one hundred as it will be a large number which can potentially consist of people with similar beliefs due to media representation and then further give information as to why potentially, specific groups of people have the bias towards types of criminality.  
The only risks to participants that could be considered is for potential emails to log into survey accounts, but they will be kept anonymous from the perspective of public knowledge. There will also be a content warning which is necessary as the themes throughout the questionnaire might be considered sensitive depending on the induvial background that is taking the survey. The questionnaires aim is to collect information for further data analysis which will also be explained to participants as well as explaining that the survey is completely voluntary so if a participant feels as if they do not want to give information or they want to exit the survey while taking it for any reason, then they are free to do so. It is believed that this will also give the best information to analyze as it has come from individuals that feel that they want to complete the survey without feeling obliged to respond in a specific way which will further benefit the study going forward. 
If any participants have any queries as to questions that are asked during the survey, then there will be an email provided below the survey to make sure that participants have any answers that they need to help build a final report from the questionnaire given. 
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