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[bookmark: _Toc109331195]Introduction
In this essay there would be a discussion over how jury trails in England and Wales should be abolished. The definition of juries, their role as well as the inclusion of several problems regarding juries will be highlighted within this assessment. Furthermore, there will be many examples on which people are disqualified from jury service and whether there have been miscarriages of justice because of jury trials. Furthermore, the report will include several reform suggestions in order to abide by the justice system of England and Wales and to make improvements overall that could benefit the system and community.
[bookmark: _Toc109331196]Juries and their role
Individuals who have been picked to listen to all of the evidence given during a trial in a legal court and to decide whether or not a defendant is convicted of the charges that have been brought against them or whether or not a claim has been proved make up the members of a jury. Juries play an important role in the criminal justice system in England and Wales, as they do in many other countries across the world. However, since the English constitution is unwritten, the jury's constitutional status in England is tenuous. England has traditionally had an unwritten constitution, therefore the right to a trial by jury is not protected in the country's written constitution. The principal piece of law governing contemporary juries is the Juries Act of 1974. While jurors do sometimes take part in civil proceedings, at now their primary role is in the more serious criminal trials(www.lawteacher.net, n.d.). The purpose of the deliberations and decision-making process of the jury is to determine, on the basis of the evidence that has been presented, what the genuine facts of the case are or what really took place. In order to make a decision, the jury will, after obtaining instructions from the court about the applicable laws, be responsible for applying those laws to the evidence that has been presented in the case in accordance with those laws. In spite of the fact that jurors perform an essential function in the administration of the criminal justice system, in practise, they are only asked to consider a very small percentage of the cases that are presented to them.
Juries sit in the Crown Court for cases that include a criminal indictment, for example, major criminal offences like murder, manslaughter, and rape. Fifteen people will be asked to serve on the jury, and out of those 15, only 12 will be chosen at random to listen to the case. Juries also sit in High Court cases for defamation, wrongful imprisonment, malicious prosecution, and allegations of fraud are examples. Juries also sit in County Court cases for  malicious prosecution, and any other cases that allege fraud are heard before the county court. In each of these trials, the jury will consist of eight individuals. The Coroners Court with cases such as deaths that occurred in prison; deaths that occurred as a result of industrial accidents, etc. will also need a jury of 12 people (Trevelyan, 2016).
[bookmark: _Toc109331197]Problems  with the jury selection process
It is possible for the media to influence jurors with their preconceived notions, particularly in high-profile cases in which the investigation being carried out by the police has received a significant amount of publicity in the media. In the case of R. v. Taylor, the convictions were deemed to be unsafe and undesirable owing to the media coverage of the trial, which created a considerable danger of bias against the accused. As a result, the convictions were overturned. As a direct consequence of this judge's decision, the convictions were reversed. Following the completion of the R v. West trial, it became public knowledge that many publications had, in return for the witnesses' testimony, given them extravagant sums of money. This information was revealed. This was done in order to ensure that the witnesses would be willing to cooperate with the prosecution. During the process of appealing her conviction, the defendant argued that she did not get a fair trial because of the attention she received from the media. The judge who presided over the case, on the other hand, came to the conclusion that she should be found guilty due to the fact that he had previously urged the jury to concentrate exclusively on the facts that were provided in court.
Despite the fact that juries decide less than one percent of all criminal cases in England and Wales, these trials often include the most serious crimes, and defendants face the most severe possible loss of liberty if found guilty, in which the judge cannot decide the verdict by himself. The integrity of the jury's decision-making process is thus of the highest importance. In order for criminal justice to be effective and fair in a society experiencing a crisis, it is feasible to argue that it must also be efficient, and it is advised that changes be made to make the system more efficient(www.barcouncil.org.uk, n.d.). One of the most significant problems that many people find with the current system of jurors in the UK is the possibility that they may be biased. Instances of jury bias are described as decisions taken by the jury that were not based on any reasoning and were unreasonable in nature. There are a number of distinct types of bias that have the potential to manifest itself in the legal system, including discrimination on gender, age, sex, etc.
Jurors can also be disqualified from jury service if they have a criminal offence. This criminal offence can disqualify a juror if he were convicted by a court in the United Kingdom, the Channel Islands or the Isle of Man and sentenced to five years or more in prison (www.nidirect.gov.uk, 2015). If you are presently out on bond in connection with a criminal action, you are likewise unable to serve as a jury in that process. If you are ineligible to serve on a jury and you fail to notify the court at least 24 hours before reporting for jury duty, you risk receiving a fine of up to £5,000.  Furthermore, people with mental disabilities or mental problems are also not allowed to be juries.
Since jurors cannot be penalised for their choice and they are not required to provide explanation for the judge's decision, there have been several miscarriages of justice as a result of jury trials. Claim that a jury truly represents society because it employs a random selection approach is deceptive since juries can only be made up of persons who are competent to serve as jurors after the selection process has been completed. When it comes to the law, the jury is an uneducated body, and as a consequence, they are often unable to properly evaluate the evidence or comprehend some challenging topics. The jury lacks the resources necessary to handle complex fraud cases, which quite often cause issues for juries composed of laypeople. These types of cases cannot be tried in front of an actual jury. In these kinds of situations, the Roskill Report from 1986 recommended that the jury be replaced by a judge who would preside over the case while also being joined by a large number of expert witnesses. Juries can also lack decision-making skills and other strong minded people could form most of the arguments in the case (the Justice Gap, 2020). 
The COVID-19 outbreak has contributed to an already significant backlog of cases that are waiting to be tried in the legal system. Her Majesty's Courts and Tribunals Service (HMCTS) ceased all ongoing jury proceedings and shuttered a number of courthouses during the first phase of the government shutdown. As a direct consequence of this, twelve percent of those who are jailed are on remand, while thousands of potential offenders are still at large in the community. The trial that will determine who is responsible for the fatalities that occurred in a Vietnamese truck has already been delayed twice owing to the requirement for the jurors to go through quarantine. In a separate instance, a lady who was the victim of serious domestic abuse in 2019 has been informed that the court that is supposed to hear her case would likely not do so until at least 2022. The use of jurors in judicial processes is antiquated and should be phased out, with only a very small number of exceptions allowed. In addition to this, the present strict division of labour that exists between barristers and solicitors has to be eliminated. It is only just that all competent attorneys be granted audience rights in front of any court or judicial panel. It is a well-known fact that jurors have a better rate of success in acquitting criminals than judges do. This indicates that juries should be used whenever possible. There are a lot of individuals who aren't lovers of the jury system who argue that this is a significant problem on the part of jurors, and that the reason for this is either because they can't successfully perform their function, or because they feel sympathy for the defendants, or both of these reasons together (Jenkins, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc109331198]Reform suggestions
A significant reduction in the time of trials might be achieved by doing away with the jury selection and deliberation processes. This would also make it possible for more defendants to have their cases heard by experts who are qualified to comprehend the complexities of their situations. One alternative that could be taken into consideration is the idea of a "professional jury." This type of jury would be comprised of individuals who have undergone specialised training to serve on juries and they would determine whether the defendant is with a verdict of  guilt or innocence. Another alternative that could be taken into consideration is the idea of a "citizen jury" (belawyer, 2013). Several potential alternatives have been suggested, including expanding the size of the jury pool, reducing the amount of time spent, and giving jurors more latitude and information while they deliberate. Some of the recommendations, such as doing away with peremptory strikes and reviewing cases when jurors are deadlocked, or accepting a judgement that is less than unanimous, may seem to be excessive (www.ojp.gov, n.d.).
[bookmark: _Toc109331199]Conclusion
In conclusion, by addressing all of the concerns of keeping a jury as well as their benefits and their disadvantages to the England and Wales justice system, one can address the impending backlog in cases and can reduce the number of cases with juries as they will be a lengthy process. Several recommendations are presented in order to improve the jurors system by giving them more professional background, expanding the jury pool and reduce the time spent on the process.
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