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Queering the Four Branches: A discussion of the potential use of critical theory in Celtic Studies, and an attempt to apply Queer Theory analysis to the Four Branches of the Mabinogi.


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

· To provide an overview of the current tools and techniques used in interpretation and analysis of the Four Branches of the Mabinogi (4BM).

· To assess the level to which it is possible to apply analysis via critical theory to the four branches, providing examples of where this has been done – particularly highlighting feminist theory – outlining strengths and limitations to this approach.

· To introduce and critique Queer Theory, highlighting where the theory provides a useful tool of analysis beyond social and philosophical sciences – and applying it to Celtic Studies as a means of providing a ‘post-colonial’ approach to the 4BM.

· To analysis the 4BM according to these principles and assess the extent to which this approach aids in expanding our knowledge of gender, identity, kinship and the malleability of these in the world of the 4BM.

· To assess the extent to which this analysis aids (if at all) in expanding our knowledge of gender, identity, kinship and the malleability of these, in Medieval Welsh society more broadly.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
At the beginning of her 2009 article on the ambiguity of gender and bodies in the fourth branch of the Mabinogi, Sarah Sheehan notes the level of restraint taken in Celtic Studies to incorporating new critical tools and methods into modern analysis of medieval Welsh literature. Though this may seem, at first glance, to be an academic oversight, it is not an unjustifiably cautious approach to take. Sheehan notes that the normative approach through which methodologies such as Feminist theory, psychoanalysis, and post-colonial theory operate creates a difficult environment in which to apply readings of medieval Welsh texts. Sheehan argues that the medieval Welsh occupied a distinct population within the British Isles and were on the fringes of intellectual and political innovation and power. This marginal position, and colonial ‘othering’ of the Welsh during the period obscures attempts to apply Critical Theory analysis to medieval Welsh texts, owing to a main aim of critical theory being commentary and critique on wider society.

However, this perspective does not acknowledge the extent to which Critical Theory may be adapted and applied selectively to an individual text, or group of texts, in a way that facilitates a fresh perspective to traditionally interpreted material.   

This dissertation has two main aims. Part I is an attempt to explore the feasibility of carrying out a Critical Theory analysis of the Four Branches of the Mabinogi, outlining how this could be achieved, the possible benefits of such an approach, and limitations to any conclusions drawn. Part II is to attempt to demonstrate the approaches outlined in Part I by applying the principles of Queer Theory to the world of the Four Branches. 

Queer Theory in particular has been chosen as the lens, as it incorporates elements of both Feminist and Postcolonial theoretical analysis. Queer theory attempts to recognise and celebrate transgression in the form of visible differences from societal norms, exposing these norms to be socially constructed, and not ‘natures’ or ‘inevitabilities’. 

When applied to literature, Queer Theory aims to expose power dynamics between characters within texts. This makes it an interesting experiment when applied to the Four Branches of the Mabinogi, which has a history of analysis that note the implied transgressive behaviours of its characters involving the location of power in society.

This thesis aims to provide a new perspective to reading the Four Branches. At most it hopes to offer a fresh understanding of the text via Queer Theory analysis, however, as this is a highly experimental approach to mixing Celtic Studies and Social Philosophy, it at least hopes to provide a valid analysis of the issues of applying Critical Theory more broadly to the study of medieval Welsh literature.
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Derwydd, Swynwyr, Dyn Hysbys An exploration of magic belief and magical practitioners in Wales through history.


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

· To outline the link between Wales and magic from the roman period to the early modern period. 
· To outline the means and methods through which magic occurred – Through practitioners, through objects, through magical beings, and through magical locations.
· A discussion of the rise and fall in popularity of these beliefs and debate the existence of any lasting legacies that may have endured into the modern period. 


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
Magical belief has been a reoccurring preoccupation for societies throughout

history, and has naturally spawned a significant amount of scholarly interest. Within Britain, certain time periods and geographical locations have received a relatively large amount of academic focus, especially regarding magical belief in relation to the witchcraft persecutions of the sixteenth to seventeenth centuries. This is perhaps understandable given the drama of Scottish and English courtroom records. Wales during this period is notable, according to Richard Suggett’s analysis, only due to its comparatively low rates of accusations during the same time period.
This is not to say that belief in magic or witchcraft did not exist in Wales, indeed the Welsh had a reputation especially amongst protestant priests and missionaries as being highly superstitious, in practice and belief and were in need of ‘illumination by preaching the light of the gospel‘. This is supported in the literature collected by folklorists and antiquarians from the period, both from Wales and beyond, showing high levels of acceptance of existence of supernatural persons, creatures, and events, that continued to exist longer than in other parts of Britain.
With this in mind, this project aims to explore various ways in which this belief in magic manifested within in Wales from the late medieval to early modern period. 
Part I of this thesis will examine the link between Wales and magic throughout time, beginning with roman records of druidry and proceeding through post-roman and medieval period up until the mid-eighteenth century. This will be achieved using written records and literature that references a link between Wales and magical belief/ practice. 

Part II will involve a more in-depth exploration of how magic occurred.

This will be split into several categories:

· Magical practitioners - from antiquarian and folkloric records and will include an analysis of their character, occupations, social status, gender etc. Additionally, the tools and techniques employed for wielding magic will be outlined and examined. Most importantly, the reasons for using magic, such as healing, finding lost goods and prophecy making etc, as found in the written sources will be discussed.
· Magical beings – belief in creatures such as the Pwca, Tylwyth Teg. etc., where they came from, what they did and their interactions with humans.
· Magical locations – i.e. magical wells/ lakes, buildings, etc. where they were located, what made them magical and their relationship with local people.
This thesis hopes to provide a comprehensive – if brief – overview of the various forms of magical belief within Wales with the hopes of inspiring further research.
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