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Formative task:  Canterbury Tales
This activity familiarises students with EEBO by asking them to look at examples of one of the most celebrated texts from the medieval period: Geoffrey Chaucer's Canterbury Tales. For the purposes of this task, you don't need to read the text themselves all that closely; rather the objectives are to a) familiarise yourself with the website and the information on its database; b) make informed observations and deductions by looking at the book as an object (albeit in digital form).
Task: 
· Login to EEBO, using your UWTSD library account.
· Choose a suitable set of search terms to try and find editions of Canterbury Tales
· Refine your search so that you find texts by Chaucer and eliminate ones that only make extraneous reference to Canterbury Tales.
· Find the earliest printed edition of Canterbury Tales on EEBO, and make notes on the questions below.
· Find an illustrated edition of Canterbury Tales, and make notes on the questions below.
· Submit a short summary of your findings (bullet points are fine) via Turnitin link. 
Questions to address:
· What was the date of the earliest printed edition of Canterbury Tales on the EEBO database?
· By whom and where was the edition published and why might this be significant? Were later editions published by the same printer and is there anything significant about them?
· What comments can you make about illustrated editions of Canterbury Tales? 
· What images are contained in it? 
· What (if anything) can you find out about the history and provenance of the editions you looked at? To which collection or library do the physical editions of the editions belong? Is any information provided about the digitisation process?
· What insights might these digital editions offer about the history of the book?




The earliest edition that was found is:
1	Westminster Caxton 1477 source British Library
Bibliographic name/number: Duff 87; GW 6585; Needham, P. Printer & the pardoner, Cx 17; STC (2nd ed.) / 5082
There were no images in this edition.
The following are subsequent editions.
2	London: W. Caxton, 1483. Original held in the British Library
Bibliographic name/number: Duff 88; GW 6586; STC (2nd ed.) / 5083.Chaucer, Geoffrey, d. 1400.  [312] leaves:. London: W. Caxton, 1483.
There is a caption on the title leaf and some but not all signatures for authentication.
This edition has images in it, that being the difference between Caxton’s two published books.
3	1492 London R. Pynson  2nd edition This edition has a printer’s mark for authentication; the original is in the British Library.
Bibliographic name/number: Duff 89; STC (2nd ed.) / 5084.
The edition has images in contained in boxes but set at an angle as below.
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4	London, Wynkyn de Word the, 1498. For authentication there is an imprint of the publisher. The images were in boxes with more finely drawn lines. They were more central to the page but still off set.
Bibliographic name/number: Duff 90; STC (2nd ed.) / 5085. Source: British Library
5	‘London: In fletestrete, by me Rycharde Pynson, printed vnto the kynges noble grace: and fyuished’ [sic], 1526. This edition has half the number of pages as previous editions, there are fewer images, however the printing is square on the page. Imprint of Colophon and partially obscured signatures for authentication.
Bibliographic name/number: Duff 89; STC (2nd ed.) / 5086. Source British Library
6	London: Printed by [Richard Grafton for] Iohn Reynes dwellynge at the sygne of saynte George in Pauls Church-yarde, 1542. 2nd edition siting new unprinted work having been included EEBO suggest the inclusion of some spurious works) and an editor. The illustrations are fewer yet more flamboyant and remain black and white. There is a printer’s mark on the title page for authentication. 
Bibliographic name/number: STC (2nd ed.) / 5070. Cambridge University library
The publisher and edition are relevant because there could be changes within the text and images.
The illustrations add to the interest of the book. They are small and all black and white. The fewer illustrations suggested a move away from the original text. Or in the case of the Caxton’s first book the printing press may not have been able to handle images.
The images that appear are mainly knights on horseback but there are also several of monks and friars on horseback as well as a round table of people including women.
The books are still written in old English, the print type is not an easy read and is not dissimilar to handwriting. On the plus side digital access such as EEBO (Early English Books Online) increases the availability of the book for readers of historical literature, they provide primary sources for researchers of history.. It also means those affected with respiratory problems don’t inhale the micro dust fragments and book mites when reading old books and manuscripts. Finally it preserves the books as they are handled less often. In the event of catastrophic damage to the book it is not lost.
The title of the book takes many forms with variations in spelling of Canterbury and commentary to the effect that this is a true copy of the original with corrections and editions.
The imprints would show any damage, possibly how well read the book was.
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