Tithing commonly refers to the Christian practice of a voluntary contribution to the church!.
The term itself is derived from the Hebrew ‘“wy’ or ‘ten’? and from the Anglo-
Saxon teotha ‘the tenth’3. Origins of the practice are said to date back to a period of time
described in the Old Testament, when Levitical priests represented the civil government.
Included alongside their other holy duties, such as exploration of divine will, worship rituals
and temple cultus, the priests were responsible for imposing taxes to fund the national budget
of Israel, with the demand enforced set at one-tenth4. Leviticus 27:30 says, ‘A tenth of the
land’s produce, whether grain from the ground or fruit from the trees, God’s. It is holy to
God’s.

Tithing was also mentioned in the Bible prior to the Levite priesthood. As early as Genesis,
Abrahamé and Jacob? offered tithings. It is argued that the offering Abraham gave to God
through Melchizadek, and Jacob’s promise of tithing to God, were not the emergence of
tithing®. However, both of these offerings were of a tenth, which would seem to support the
claim of origin. Specific tithings are also mentioned in the Old Testament, such as, The
Lord’s Tithe, The Festival Tithe, The Poor Tithe and Grace Giving®.
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Moving forward, practices of tithing remained during the time of the New Testament,
however, the practice developed from being an imposed law, to a voluntary offering. Jesus
considered tithing as less important than the need to practice mercy, justice and faith!0. In
both Matthew and Luke, Jesus dismisses tithing over other aspects of worship.

Matthew 23:23 describes Jesus’ opinion:

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and
have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These
you ought to have done, without neglecting the others!!.

Luke 11:42 describes Jesus’ opinion:

But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and neglect justice
and the love of God. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others!2. As we
can see from the Old Testament, tithing was historically associated with law. In the modern
day however, tithing can be considered an offering to God through the church. Philippians
4:19 states, ‘And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by
Christ Jesus’13, this explains how all of what we have belongs to God, and tithing is a way of
thanking God for all that is provided to us.

It is generally agreed that seven principles of tithing have developed, which are applicable to
life today. These are: regular giving, participatory giving, intentional giving, proportional
giving, anticipatory giving, effective giving and accountable giving.

The significance for regular giving may be considered a dutiful practice as the Lord provides
for us daily. As the Lord provides for each and every one of us, it would follow that each of
us should also gift back to the Lord in a participatory manner. The Bible suggests to us that
we should set aside a sum for offering, which is intended to represent our gratitude to the
Lord. Although the Bible suggests that we give generously, it is also mentioned that we
should give according to our means. As tithing is agreed to represent ‘a tenth’, this would be
proportional, and each offering would then be considered equal. Anticipatory giving can be
coupled with accountable giving, as it can be seen as the process of safeguarding of offerings,
and apportioning offerings to where they are most needed. Effective giving can also be
associated with the principle of regular giving. For an offering to be effective, it needs a
specific and timely purpose!4.

Today, tithing is a necessary element within worship, as without it, ministries would not
receive sufficient funds to continue, which would negatively impact both the church and its
community!s.
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