


Throughout the entire of the United Kingdom, serious organised crime has been increasing with more and more victims and criminals becoming involved every year. The UK Parliament (2020) describes serious and organised crime as a criminal activity that is planned, coordinated and committed by people working as a group, individuals, or as part of a transnational networks. This brief description gives us an insight on serious and organised crime, but what actually is serious and organised crime and what effects does it have?
Serious and organised crime usually are committed by those who have a motive or are aiming for a large financial gain. The Home Office (2014) states that these individuals or crime groups usually work together to commit a variety of offences such as transporting and selling illegal drugs, illegal firearms, fraud, and much more. Although this doesn’t seem very dangerous or serious, these groups and individuals are the main source of these illegal substances and offences all over the world. Serious and organised crime is an offence which happens globally, however, in the United Kingdom there is evidence that statistically it is continuing to grow as more of these offences are taking place. The Global Organised Crime Index (2023) states that in the United Kingdom, the top offences and crimes being committed are foreign actors and criminal networking. This is relevant to serious and organised crime as criminal networking plays a key role in most of the crimes which are committed by various organised crime groups, otherwise known as OCG’s, who are primarily the groups and individuals who are committing criminal networking and serious organised crime. Organised crime groups are one of the main reasons for serious organised crime as different OCG’s will have different motives and goals, but they all are usually committing some variation of serious organised crime.  One example of how an organised crime group has a relation to serious organised crime is trafficking. Majority of the time, individuals or groups will primarily traffic illegal substances or firearms into the country. The National Crime Agency (2023 [1]) or the NCA state that they primarily focus on intelligence which they can use to successfully find and arrest the individuals or groups committing these offences. One example of the intelligence they may use would be the routes in which the serious organised crime is being carried through, therefore they can not only make arrests to the individuals involved, but they can also capture the illegal substances or firearms which is being illegally trafficked. 	
Organised crime groups are one of the major accelerants of serious organised crime, The National Crime Agency (2023 [2]) shows us that they have specific units available in order to try and counter these crime groups the best they can. These units are Regional Organised Crime Units, otherwise known as ROCUs and have proven to have had a massive impact on serious organised crime. Across England and Wales, there are ten regional organised crime units which has a large range of specialist capabilities including a dedicated cyberteam, specifically used for gaining intelligence and knowledge on these different organised crime groups and individuals who keep committing serious organised crimes (National Cyber Security Centre, 2018). Although the jobs of an ROCU isn’t often publicized, they often are one of the major and key roles in the prevention of serious organised crime. One way in which they do this is they work together with other police services such as the British Transport Police, otherwise known as the BTPs, and give each other intelligence and information of individuals or groups who may be involved in illegal substance or firearm trafficking. The British Transport Police (2023) also play a massive role in the prevention of serious organised crime, an example of this is some statistics posted about the criminal offences dealt with by the British Transport Police in 2019-2020, in comparison to 2021-2022. In 2019-2020, there was a total of 1,455 incidents which were successfully dealt with by British Transport Police however, in 2021-2022 there were 1,440. Although this amount seems to be very small, there is a small decrease in the amount of crime being dealt with by the BTP. By these statistics, we are shown that the British Transport Police are also one of the major key elements in prevention of serious organised crime in England and Wales. 
The Police Force are ultimately trying to prevent as much serious organised crime as possible, however with the amount of organised crime groups on the rise, it’s tough to completely cut serious organised crime completely. Serious organised crime isn’t just a few particular crimes, it can also lead and cause massive other implications and can play a key role in influencing offences, such as substance misuse. Substance misuse in the United Kingdom has always been one of the more common offences which is discovered by the Police Force as due to illegal drug trafficking if someone wanted a certain drug, they could probably find a way to access it. Substance misuse actually has a severe impact on the crime rate in the United Kingdom as the majority of individuals who commit burglary, assaults and other crimes have taken some sort of substance. For example, Gov.uk (2022) states that there are over 300,000 heroin and crack addicts in England, and between them are responsible for almost half of the burglaries. There is a massive correlation between substance misuse and serious organised crime however, most of the individuals who misuse substances will most likely gain access to the substances taken via an individual or individuals who have taken part in some sort of illegal drug traffic or illegal drug trade. One of the main reasons for organised crime groups to traffic drugs is due to the financial gain they could potentially receive. In many serious organised crime cases, there will be a large number of substances involved. The UK Parliament (2021) states that in 2020/2021 there were around 210,000 drug offences recorded by police in England and Wales. It also states that this is 19% higher than the previous two years, meaning that drug trafficking, trading and selling is becoming a lot more popular inside the various organised crime groups. This shows us that there are more individuals who are struggling with substance misuse, in which more individuals involved in serious organised crime are viewing this as a more financial game and using this to their advantage in order to make more money and more profit off of their illegal trafficking. 
The Crown Prosecution Service (2013) have stated that they understand the importance of prevention of serious organised crime and are currently working on different solutions and interventions in order to prevent serious organised crime worsening and becoming more common. Following this, they created something called ‘The CPS Organised Crime Strategy’. This strategy has aims of prosecuting anyone involved with any serious organised crime as well as anyone who plans on trying to prevent this, work with international colleagues in order to bring organised criminals to justice regardless of their location, and finally to prevent future offending by using Serious Organised Crime Prevention Orders and other ancillary powers. This strategy over the years has proved to have some positives on overall criminal offences. The Office of National Statistics (2023) shows us statistics all the way from 1990 to 2023, which shows us about the incline and decline in the crime rates in the United Kingdom. Although they are not specifically serious organised crime, these crime rates will contain a mixture from various serious organised crime offences, organised crime group offences and many more. Firstly we can see that since 2013 when this strategy was brought in, there has been a constant decline in crime rates excluding a small increase in 2018 and 2019 which later would decline again all the way to the current date. This isn’t directly serious organised crime; however these statistics will definitely include a large number of serious organised crime which has been committed over these years.
Serious organised crime has a major impact on a variety of individuals all over the United Kingdom, however one of the major groups of individuals who suffer the most from the serious organised crime is those who are in poverty or priority scenarios. One example of this would be in London where a study was conducted to see which areas of London contained the most crime, to which was discovered that 52% more crimes were recorded in the most income-deprived areas in 2022 (Trust for London, 2023). This may seem to have no relation to those involved in serious organised crime, however there is a big connection as most of the individuals involved in serious organised crime will make their money by selling illegal products and substances to those who are desperate for it who, unfortunately, are more often than not those in income-deprived areas. One of the major misinterpretations often faced by youths is the idea of serious organised crime being glorified by the media. One example of this would be TV shows such as Breaking Bad. This show may encourage individuals to be misled into the pathways of organised crime groups resulting in serious organised crime in future. The main reason for the encouragement is due to both of the shows making crime seem fun, rich and financially rewarding which often appeals to younger generation as they seem it as an interesting way of life. Burdis, S (2020) states that “The glorification of criminals on popular TV shows and movies can have a darker and more significant effect on society than people anticipate”. The increase of violence portrayed in the media correlates to the increase of youth being heavily involved in violent crimes. An example of this is youth homicide has increased by 18% in 2021 compared to the previous year, alongside 23% of homicide victims being teenagers (Office for Policing and Crime, 2022).
Using the research conducted in this essay, we are told how serious organised crime plays a very large role in the majority of crimes committed in present times. We are firstly shown this by the current number of drugs, illegal substances, illegal firearms and more that is being sold, trafficked and traded all over the United Kingdom. Another reason in which serious organised crime plays a massive role in the present crime rates is due to the amount of organised crime groups which are currently committing illegal crimes, such as different groups sending children and other youth individuals on trains to conduct county line operations, or even things like dealing drugs and firearms in certain areas, all of these crimes conducted by the organised crime groups play a massive role in the amount of serious organised crime in present times. We have also been shown how the government alongside numerous forces and services are trying to prevent as many serious organised criminals and organised crime groups from appearing as possible, such as the different roles inside the Police Forces specifically in order to deal with these like the Regional Organised Crime Units or the British Transport Police. 
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