A critique of the male gaze and how gender influences perception: The 3:10 to Yuma 2007

Abstract
This essay will be talking about 3:10 to Yuma 2007, analysing the male gaze, which is displayed in the movie as well as critiquing it and finally discussing how gender impacts how we the audience interpret art and media. 3:10 to Yuma is classified as an action cowboy movie that was made in 2007, it is a remake of a previous movie made in 1957 that was adapted from a short story published 1935. For the function of this essay however I will be concentrating on the 2012 cinematic adaptation.
By analysing the movie, it allows me the audience to critique the male gaze, the aim of my essay is to highlight how influential the male gaze is on how the movie scenes are shot and perceived. This essay will mainly be discussing Laura Mulvey’s theories and ideas on the male gaze (Mulvey, 1989).
[bookmark: _Hlk96954491] Also, how the male gaze is the predominantly featured way of looking at movies and scenes. As well as how the male gaze has influenced how certain characters are portrayed (both female and male characters). What the difference of these portrayals may suggest about the male gaze and the characters. And finally, how the male gaze might be interpreted by the general audience. This essay will also critique the male gaze throughout the movie, as well as pointing out what a feminine queer perspective may add or take away from certain scenes and the movie itself. As the part of the conclusion, I will be including how different individual gender identities might influence how the movie and scenes in it are perceived. How different gender identities might take different values and interpretations away from certain scenes. As well as what story beat and scenes in addition to the meanings they may focus on. And how those change depending on the viewer. This essay will be focusing on how the characters are presented and what that may say about this certain individuals’ characteristics. As well as how they interact with each other. Mainly I will be focusing on the two main characters one being the outlaw Ben Wade and one being the ex-veteran Dan Evans, I will also be briefly focusing on one of the gang members Charlie Prince. It will be focused on their introduction and their character development within the story or lack thereof. Then eventually focusing on three separate scenes where the outlaw Ben Wade draws an image and what this habit may display about the subject that he is drawing.
Finally, I will analyse the movie ending and what it says about the individual characters causes of action and outcome. And then discussing what we may glean from how the male gaze is used, the criticisms and notes on this use. As well as how different genders may interpret the same scene. And what that says about what they may see or not see in the scenes themselves together with what that might mean about the individuals own perspective. It is expected that the conclusion of analysing this movie with gender in mind through the male gaze, one might see justification for the critique of the male gaze and the inclusion of other types of gaze. As well as a display of how different genders can take a similar movie and interpreted them extremely differently but perhaps also the same.
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