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 I will be using Gibb’s reflective cycle to reflect on the process leading up to and during the initial child protection conference.
 
Description 
After taking the role of the health visitor in the role-play scenario, I set about planning for the initial child protection conference. This was quite daunting as there is an abundance of policies and legislation involved in safeguarding children. I found the All Wales Child Protection procedures document the most useful. The document sets out a clear set of procedures for the whole country of Wales. In the past, Child protection has failed where different agencies have had different procedures and thresholds for interventions, it is hoped that this will now be eliminated in Wales with the clear single set of procedures (All Wales Child Protection Procedures, 2008). The document has been revised on behalf of the Local Safeguarding Children board in Wales and replaces the 2002 procedures. The new procedures incorporate the recommendations made after the ‘Victoria Climbie inquiry report; the Children Act 2004; and the accompanying guidance, Safeguarding Children: Working together under the Children Act 2004’ (AWCPP, 2008:25).
I used the Assessment of Children in Need and their Families Framework to assist in my research and planning. The document from the AWCPP (2008) is also used in the Multi-Agency child Protection Report for Child Protection conference used by Swansea Council. It holds the child’s safety and well-being in a central position and looks at the three main contributing factors for their well-being, which are the parenting capacity, family and environmental factors and the child’s developmental needs (AWCPP, 2008). Through looking at these three factors in detail, I have been able to gain a good insight into the main areas supporting child protection, the different legislation and policies in place for safeguarding children and the importance of assessment and analysis. The AWCPP (2008) puts forth that effective assessment can distinguish patterns which can explain what the child has been through. It suggests that the main factor should be on gathering information and evidence to enable the practitioner to make an informed judgement on whether the child is safe from any form of abuse.
 In the child protection conference, I reported that Mrs. Smith had disclosed she had been subjected to domestic abuse before moving and that she had no family or friends in the area. Family and the environment are an important factor of the assessment framework for children in need, as having a close family network can enable those subject to abuse to move on safely (Parker, 2015).
Through reading the AWCPP I learnt that being supportive and offering clear advice is an essential part of building an effective partnership (AWCPP, 2008). One of the main themes of the Building a brighter Future-Early Years and Child Care plan is Supporting families and parents in a whole-family approach and making sure parents can access the information and support they need, when they need it (Welsh Gov, 2015). 
In my report, I noted that I had asked Mrs. Smith's permission for me to refer her to women's aid, the National Institute for health and care Excellence guidance states that permission must be granted prior to any referrals. I have been made aware of the benefits of such organisations for addressing the ‘emotional, psychological, physical and sexual harms arising from domestic abuse and the advice they can offer to help develop plans for the future and increase the safety of those affected’ (NICE, 2018).  
In the report, I mentioned that Mrs. Smith had also disclosed that the children had witnessed some of the aggressive behaviour which had been aimed at herself. I was unaware that this was classed as a form of abuse, the NSPCC (2018) states that seeing or hearing the ill treatment of others can be classed as a form of emotional abuse. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, article 19, states that children have a right to be protected from violence, abuse and neglect, and governments should protect them (UNICEF, 2018). Therefore, it is the responsibility of any individual or agency working with children and families who suspect abuse or mistreatment to act on their suspicions. Whilst local authorities play a lead role in safeguarding children and protecting them from harm, everyone who comes into contact with children and families has a role to play (HM Gov, 2015). Practitioners working with families and children should have an awareness of their roles and the roles of other professionals, this is to ensure effective collaboration which is vital for effective safeguarding (HM Gov, 2015). I have shown that I understand my responsibilities as a person in contact with the children through making a referral to social services under the section 47 enquires. Although in the scenario I was unable to receive consent from Mrs. Smith, I was aware that I was legally allowed to share information with social services as ‘information can be shared legally without consent, if a practitioner is unable to, cannot be reasonably expected to gain consent from the individual, or if to gain consent could place a child at risk’ (HM Gov, 2018:5). I suggested I had growing concerns for the children’s welfare after I received a phone call from Billy’s nursery. This prompted me to make a home visit where I quickly discovered how things had declined. I suggested there were signs of neglect as the children seemed unnaturally quiet and passive, these are signs that the NSPCC say could indicate emotional abuse.  The phone call I received from the nursery has shown me the importance of multi-agency work and the sharing of information between professionals. Had I not received the phone call it is possible the mistreatment would have gone unnoticed. Both the Bichard2 and Carlile3 report confirm that concerns from a range of sources can build a picture that a child is suffering, when alone they may have seemed insignificant (AWCPP, 2008). Through effective information sharing between professionals and agencies at the earliest possible stage, early help can be provided for emerging problems (Department for Education, 2015). In some cases when information is not shared properly, it can be the difference between life and death (DFE, 2015). A number of serious case reviews (SCRs) have shown failure to share information effectively can contribute to the deaths or serious injury of children (DFE, 2018).
 For me, this has hit home how important my role is within my school setting. It has allowed me to review my practice and how I view child protection and safeguarding. I will now record any suspicion or worry, no matter how insignificant it may seem. The Laming report has shown me that as a skilled practitioner, I should have the confidence to know how and when to share information legally for the safety and welfare of children. The Munro report states that 
 ‘skilled practitioners are in the best position to use their professional judgment about when to share information with colleagues working within the same organisation, as well as with those working within other orgainisations’ (DFE, 2018:6).
 

Feelings
 At the end of the conference we were given the opportunity to score the children on a scale of one to ten as to whether we felt they should be placed on the child protection register. I had planned on scoring the children low as I felt they were at threat of emotional and neglectful abuse. I felt that if the father was to stay on the scene the children would be at a greater risk. I had previously discussed this with the group, but my colleagues felt that the children should be monitored by the social worker. Instead of sticking to my instinct and taking my concerns further, I went along with their decision. I would hope that in a real-life situation and after developing my understanding on my responsibilities, I would have the confidence to oppose their decision, otherwise I would be failing the child and putting them at risk.

Although the mum was not present during our role-play child conference, I am aware that is most cases a parent would be present. This has left me thinking about how I would feel voicing my opinions on the situation if she had been there. After building a relationship with a parent over a matter of time, I would imagine it would be very difficult to sit in front of them and discuss any concerns. However, I am aware that ‘fears about sharing information cannot be allowed to stand in the way of the need to promote the welfare and protect the safety of children’ (DFE, 2015:6). This perhaps is why the AWCPP (2008) states that the social workers should share information with the parents prior to the conference. The parents should be informed who is likely to attend and why and what information is likely to be shared. This would allow the parents to plan and prepare for how they are going to respond to any of the agencies concerns so they are not left feeling bamboozled and ganged up on. Effective partnership between agencies and parents is shown to improve the outcomes for children (DFE, 2015).

There was an array of feeling felt throughout this assignment. The subject of safeguarding and child protection is such a sensitive matter that can evoke a range of feelings. Through reading the many SCRs, feelings of sadness, anger and disbelief often occurred. It would be important to remain professional during a real scenario and to not let your emotions effect your judgment. 
Evaluation and conclusion
The process of preparing for a child protection conference has allowed me to gain a greater understanding of the safeguarding issues involved. Although I have found this assignment very difficult due to the complexity and the sheer volume of legislation in place, I have seen the benefits from taking on the role of the health visitor and partaking in a child protection conference. In doing so I have needed to research the different approaches and practices of other agencies. This has enabled me to gain a good understanding of the different roles of other professionals. The Working Together to Safeguard Children document (2015) suggests this is a key principle and is vital for safeguarding children. 
From gaining an increased knowledge and understanding on child protection and the welfare of children, I now feel equipped to handle any possible safeguarding issue sensitively and with diligence. I believe my future practice will be improved as I am more au fait with the legislation and have gained the confidence to share any information without the worry of legality. I have learnt about the different signs and behaviours to look out for which could indicate possible signs of mistreatment and the importance of record keeping.
 

 Action

My future practice will entail me keeping accurate and clear records of any observations or disclosures which may indicate mistreatment, or any suspicions I may develop on a child’s welfare. I aim to remain familiar with the ever-changing legislation and policies. This will require me to keep up to date with the often-revised policies.
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