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The definition of bilingualism is when an individual has the ability to speak two languages fluently. Multilingualism is described as when an individual has the ability to speak three or more languages fluently. 

Payne (2017) believes that practitioners have a beneficial effect on a child’s communication skill as it enables them to develop their bilingualism by using phrases in the child’s first spoken language. This will allow the child to communicate with the practitioner freely, and also develop their language by repeating the phrases in a different language (Payne, 2017). Communities that communicate using two or more languages may use both languages on a daily basis which is beneficial for young children as they are encouraged to develop their communication skills in both languages (Baker, 2011). Baker (2011) believes that family members communicate through one language which is likely to be referred to as the mother language which is the language that is spoken in their home country. Vygotsky believed that scaffolding is an important role during a child’s bilingual development as when tasks are given to the child, the practitioner will help the children develop their vocabulary in one or two languages (Flood and Hardy, 2013). 

Curriculum Cymraeg (2003) believe that celebrating culture and learning about tradition is important at bilingual schools in Wales, however respecting another child’s culture is important. Stated by Welsh Government (2017) culture is important to develop a child’s bilingualism as they can learn the history of Wales which will develop their ability to explore the culture of Wales and learn new Welsh words. .  As seen in the recording the practitioner communicated with a young child in their first language by counting from one to ten in the French language. Children will be taught this by being introduced to different history such as ‘Dydd Gwyl Dewi Sant’, by participating in different activities to learn and develop their knowledge (Welsh Government, 2017). Education Wales (2017) agrees as culture is important when promoting bilingualism at any bilingual school as children will learn the different history of Wales, and the importance of the culture and language within the ethos of the school.  

According to Issa and Hatt (2013) when children are at an early year setting it is important that practitioners support a child’s mother tongue by respecting a child’s language and culture as this will develop their self-esteem and higher their knowledge of the child’s self-identity. Fafalios (2018) believed that mother tongue Is important beneficial to children as a child’s first spoken language represents their culture and by having support and encouragement to communicate in their language from adults will develop a child’s self-confidence and self-esteem. Dodson (1967)’s bilingual method is also known as the sandwich technique which is used in a bilingual setting to develop a child’s understanding of their mother tongue language to develop an unknown phrase in the learning language and repeating this daily (Butzkamm, 2010). As seen in the video the practitioner has used Dodson’s bilingual method as the practitioner is speaking in the child’s first language. The practitioner then goes on to repeat the word in the second language and repeating again in the first language. The purpose of this is to develop the child’s bilingualism.

Thomas (2018) believes that Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs theory was created as he believed that each stage of need has to be met by a child before progression before reaching their self-esteem, as he believes that these stages has a great impact on a child’s developmentTheorist Lenneberg (1921-1975) believed that children between the age of two and puberty was an ideal time window to develop two or more languages, a period which he believed to match with the lateralisation process of a child’s brain (Vanhove, 2013). When a child has the ability to speak two languages their cognitive thinking has been shown to have a positive effect on brain development structure, which gives the child the ability to learn more than one name for an object. (Baker (2011) states that children who are bilingual or multilingual are able to do ‘codeswitching’ between two or more languages which is beneficial for children as it strengthens their cognitive abilities. It is also beneficial as it means that children’s brains are active and flexible, and children who are bilingual more likely to be more successful throughout their education (Carmarthenshire County Council, 2018). However, Devarkonda (2013) believes that if a child is bilingual then one language can disappear as in the first stage a child will combine their two spoken languages, the can cause words to be separated from each language which could make one language more dominant than the other. As seen in the recording a vase amount of the Welsh and English language is used to develop the children’s bilingualism. 

Foundation Phase Framework (2015) agree as they encourage children to develop their bilingualism within the Foundation Phase as it can be a great starting point for children in the to develop their communication in Welsh by encouraging children to participate their education through the Welsh stream. Divergent thinking gives a child’s mind the opportunity to wonder off in different directions while generating new information from information that has been given (Runco, 2016).  This is important when a child is learning new phrases bilingually at a young age as they are more likely to remember the words as the brain processes new information. As seen in the video when the practitioner asked a question in Welsh the children were able to answer bilingually, which was beneficial for their cognitive development. The Welsh Government (2017) believe that it is important that the Welsh language is taught as a living language by ensuring that a number of children can work effectively or bilingually through the Welsh-medium. 

The Welsh Government (2014) suggest that parents of young children with English as an additional language and school staff should create a more effective and engagement partnership by communicating to help give a child the full support they deserve when learning a new language. The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) state that children should be supported when developing an understanding of Wales as a country with two languages, while using their language development in one language to encourage the development of a child’s understanding and skills in another language. The Welsh Government (2015) believe that English as an additional learning language require additional support to help them gain new literacy skills, which can be made fun by using different materials that is appropriate to develop their skills. As seen in the video the practitioner carried out the activity with enthusiasm by using different materials. It is important that children with an English as an additional language (EAL) involve themselves in learning throughout the curriculum by being supported by practitioners, throughout their education to help a child develop their English language (NALDIC, 2012). The Welsh Government (2015) provide funding to local authorities the amount is decided on the basis of both the number of children and the level of support that is required. In Wales in the year 2014/15 75% of funding was given to three local authorities with Cardiff receiving 44%, which between them had 60% of children with English as an additional language needs in Wales that needed that extra support (Welsh Government, 2015). All children have the rights to an education regardless of their race, gender, culture or disability and by having their dignity and their rights respected when being introduced to discipline at their school (United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 2019).  Baker (2011) believes that scaffolding is important when a child is learning a new language as a teacher-child cooperative approach is important as they are working together to reach a child’s bilingual development. Vygotsky believed that a teacher and child should work together to reach a child’s potential instead of having instructions given by the teacher (Wilson, 2014). The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) believe that learning a language through first hands experience is important for a child, as they will learn to do this gradually. Children learn new words through listening at different sounds of letters and words which are repeated by adults. Piaget believed that young children are small scientists and stated that children learn “through first hand experiences which effect their intellectual development in a positive way” (Tucker, 2014). Around 25% of children attend school with English as an additional language where they are able receive support to help with their literacy development, where extra English lessons can be given to offer them support for ten weeks to develop their confidence and progression (Estyn, 2018).  According to Better Bilingual (2017) it is essential for school to follow an English as an additional language policy if a child with English as an additional language attend the school, as it states that schools should promote equality for all learners, to ensure that the children reach their full potential. Donaldson (2015) states that it is important that the Welsh language remains compulsory until a child is sixteen years old, as he believes that schools should focus on learning Welsh to develop a child’s communication which will develop their bilingual skills. 
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