
The classroom environment has a significant impact on early childhood development, influencing cognitive, social, emotional and behavioral outcomes. A positive and stimulating classroom, with well-planned spaces, supportive teachers and engaging activities, can foster a child's learning and overall well-being. Observing young children as they develop ideas about gender identity is important in childhood development. It helps to understand gender expression as a wider social justice issue, realizing how external influences were already at work in the pre-school classroom, affecting children's interactions and choices for play and exploration (Solomon J, 2015).
Social development is the process that children use to learn about their Society and the appropriate ways to act within it. It is a process for learning correct behaviours, attitudes and attitudes. Lev Vygotsky's beginnings of the theory of social development. He developed a model of social development which continues to be widely used. His theory of social development states that children and individuals develop their behavior and habits based on the actions of their peers and those they consider authority figures (Hepler R, Mazarin J, 2023). Through these interactions, they develop a mental framework of things they can do, things they can only do with help, and things they cannot do under any circumstances.
Wellbeing is a topic that raises concerns every day in professional and private lives. For pre-school teachers and other teachers who deal with children professionally, the welfare of the children in their care is of the utmost importance beyond all pedagogical methods and tendencies. In order to observe and keep track of each child's individual well-being, professional educators need to have a well-defined concept of well-being (Mayr T, Ulich M, 2009). In order to identify early signs of 'at risk' social development and associated social behavioral weaknesses later in life, it is important to study the effect of supervised community treatment on the social behavior phenotype very early in life. Because social difficulties have a major impact in a wide range of areas of development, including language acquisition, school readiness, peer acceptance, and risk and resilience for developmental psychopathy. Early social development in schools is marked by the increasing ability to coordinate eye contact and to participate in mutual social emotional interactions (Bouw N, Swaab H, Tartaglia N, 2022). Young children develop specific communication skills which form the basis of socially adaptive behaviour, where the following elements are particularly important: being able to follow gaze, the ability to convey their own beliefs and desires. In a naturalistic daily life setting, social communication skills are associated with significant achievements of blood social emotional action (Jansen A, Van Rijn S, 2022).
The first few months after birth, when a child begins to interact with the environment, are essential to the development of the human brain. The human frontal lobe is important for social behavior and executive function (Kingsley J, 2018). In a classroom environment, it is social interaction that takes place with peers of the same age and with teachers. Social interaction is essential as it helps children to form relationships, build trust with themselves and others, understand different subjects, learn new things, and develop socially and cognitively (Spark generation, 2022).  Schools are key in shaping children's social abilities. As teachers and school environments provide numerous opportunities for children to practice and refine their social skills. By interacting with peers from various backgrounds and participating in various activities, children learn to navigate social situations effectively (Priyangini, 2024).
Starting school has a significant impact on a child's social development, fostering essential skills such as sharing, listening and discussing, which are all essential for fostering healthy relationships and a sense of belonging. These skills are developed through interaction with peers and adults in a structured setting such as a classroom. Social and emotional skills are the skills that help children and young people to develop their resilience and manage their thoughts, feelings and behaviour. All children and young people should have access to high quality lessons designed to build and strengthen their social and emotional skills. Health and wellbeing education can be used throughout primary and secondary education to teach social skills. There are many programs for all children and young people that can be introduced in schools. Many have been proven to help promote social and emotional skills and mental health.
The physical environment of the classroom allows growth and development through activities and materials in defined play areas. Room arrangement for play activity plays an important role in students' social and language interaction. In early childhood classrooms, children are embedded in a complex social fabric that shapes the experiences of their peers. Peers are social agents in the classroom that can facilitate or hinder children's learning development. Friendships support children's social competence, academic achievement, and emotional well-being. On the other hand, victimization can be particularly damaging to multiple aspects of children's social development (Monica S, Justice L, Purtell K, Xioa N, 2024). Social development in early childhood classrooms focuses on a child learning to interact with others, form relationships, and develop a sense of self in relation to others. Having friends and feeling connected to a group at school gives children a sense of belonging and being valued, which helps to develop confidence. Friendship also helps children learn important social and emotional skills, such as being sensitive to other people's thoughts, feelings and well-being.
Social development is essential for children because it gives them the necessary skills to navigate the social world, build relationships, and thrive in various life contexts. These skills, developed through interaction and experience, are fundamental to a child's overall well-being, including emotional, cognitive and social development.

Methodology details a researcher's approach to the research to ensure reliable, valid results that address their aims and objectives. It covers what data they are going to collect and from where, as well as how it is collected and analysed. Mixed methods is a powerful strategy increasingly used in early childhood research that combines qualitative and quantitative methods. It produces a more complete and comprehensive understanding of the research topic than one method alone. Trongli is the research practice of comparing and combining various sources of evidence in order to gain a better understanding of the research topic.
In this research I will use primary research. The process I will use is observations, because it will be more effective for gathering the necessary information. This strategy is necessary because I will be in a Class room and can observe the children and how they socialize with each other. 

Primary research refers to individual studies where researchers generate and analyze their own data (Bermignham R, 2020). I have chosen an approach and study plan based on the knowledge I am trying to develop. Primary research enables me to collect new data directly from the source, offering a number of advantages over using existing data. It allows me to gain deeper insights, tailor data collection to specific needs, and maintain control over data quality, resulting in more relevant and up-to-date information.

Observational research is a research technique where you observe participants in the most natural settings. This would give me the opportunity to see the children making choices and responding to situations or natural settings, rather than structured settings such as focus groups (Delve, Ho L, Limpaecher, 2020). Observational methods are used in many qualitative research methodologies such as thematic analysis and grounded theory. Both methods can include steps of data collection through observational methods in natural settings. Observation can also be described as paying close attention to a child's behaviours, interactions, activities and interests, and observing all aspects of the child's development.
The main purpose of observation during early childhood is to gather information about a child's needs, interests and individual development to inform their learning and care. Observation helps educators understand how children learn, what they are interested in, and how to best support their progress. It also plays a vital role in identifying potential challenges or areas where a child may need additional support. The general and overarching aim of observations is to enable practitioners to plan an appropriate curriculum, providing for the full range of needs within the setting. Observation is only the first step in the process of understanding and addressing children's learning needs and interests. What is done next with this information will affect children's learning. Assessment is the analysis of observational information which will then inform practitioners' planning (Drake J, 2006).
Early childhood education is not just about educating children. It is about exploring, learning and observing play. Educators play an important role in helping children reach developmental milestones and observation is how educators learn more about each child they work with. Observation is often seen as one of the most simple but effective methods of assessing young children as they develop. For early childhood educators, observing a child begins by noting how each child behaves, learns, responds to new situations, and interacts with others (Spreeuwenberg R, 2022). One of the biggest benefits of Classroom observations is the opportunity to get constructive feedback. Observers can offer insight into teaching practices and classroom dynamics that may not have been considered. They can identify strengths that are not realized and highlight areas for improvement (Sharma S, 2024).
For educators, more structured forms of observation are recommended as part of professional practice. One is a platform for understanding and evaluating the growth and progression of learners and for formulating judgments and pedagogical interventions to improve their behaviour, their curiosity and their learning. Another is practice from other practitioners, as part of training, mentoring and improving professional practice. Once observation has been confirmed as an appropriate method of data collection, research planning will need to address a further spectrum of practical issues (Lambert M, 2019).  The first issue is the role of the researcher in conducting observations. Originating from weak research traditions and situated at the ends of a complex spectrum, there are two opposing researcher roles in this respect: participant and non-participant. Participant observation emphasizes the active involvement of the researcher in the observed context, and interaction with it. Observing those who do not participate is the opposite: the researcher tries to remain separate from the context that is observing as well as not being influential in his activity, a method that is conventionally used in scientific investigations and tests (Lambert M, 2019). Observations can also be categorized according to what researchers focus on from the actual events and the scenarios that occur before or around them, also how the resulting data is recorded and remembered.
Once again, there are two ends of the spectrum, namely: structured and unstructured, with combined points again, some practical and others in between (Lambert M, 2019).
The Hawthorne effect is named after a set of studies carried out at Hathorne's Western Electric Children in Cicero during the 1920s. The Hawthorne effect refers to an increase in the performance of individuals who are noticed, watched and paid attention to by researchers or supervisors. The novelty effect of demand characteristics and feedback on performance can explain what is widely perceived as the Hawthorne effect. Although the potential implications of the Hawthorne effect are still relevant in many contexts, recent research findings challenge many of the original conclusions regarding the phenomenon. The research on the hawthorn experiments was very detailed, which has given researchers the opportunity to reinterpret the findings time and time again. The biggest criticism of the hawthorn experiments methodology was that two of the female subjects were allegedly altered during the experiment (Oswald D, Sherrat F, Smith S, 2014).
The Halo effect plays out in many areas. The Halo effect is a type of cognitive bias where the general impression of a person influences how others feel and think about a person's specific characteristics. Physical appearance is usually a big part of the Halo effect. People who are considered attractive tend to have a higher rate for other affirming characteristics as well (Cherry K, 2024).
Another method of methodology is questionnaires. However, observations are often considered superior to questionnaires in research because they provide a direct view of behavior in its natural setting, revealing potential insights that surveys may miss. Although questionnaires offer a quick, cost-effective way of collecting data on a large scale, observations can offer a deeper and more nuanced understanding of complex social phenomena, including how people interact and behave in the or environment. Questionnaires usually rely on structured and predefined response options, which can limit participants' ability to provide detailed responses. This limitation limits the level of detail that can be obtained, leading to the loss of important context and a wealth of information (Lindemann N, 2023). When designing a self-report study, how the questions are worded is very important, as poorly worded questionnaires can lead to flawed data. One key consideration is the use of open and closed questions.
Observation is important because it helps negate many forms of bias and much of the subjective interpretation that comes with children's self-reported facts. Basic psychology reveals that children remember and transmit things in different ways. In some ways conducting a survey is better as it allows an individual to collect larger data sets, while observations are not very practical for collecting large data sets because researchers can usually only observe a limited number of children at the same time (Qlarity access, 2019).
This research means that observations are the most relevant for this investigation, because questionnaires take a lot of time to complete, they are expensive and it is not necessary for children in the early years to do it. In addition to that, observations are more relevant because they are easier to do. This means the teacher can observe the children while the children are playing or socializing and working in the classroom environment to make sure they are not under any pressure or strain. It is also easier to observe children when they are in the classroom environment with their classmates because that is where they feel most comfortable and play naturally.
Ethical issues in early childhood education are diverse and include respecting children's rights, ensuring safety and well-being, promoting inclusion, and fostering positive social and emotional development. Key areas include professional boundaries, confidentiality, respecting family values, and addressing potential harm.
Carrying out research with children can help us understand what they think about the issues that affect them. But any research involving children must balance the aims of the research, the safety and welfare of the children and their rights to participate in research that affects them (NSPCC, 2023). Research for the sake of research is not ethically sound. Researchers must assess the justification for conducting research with children, and there must be clear benefits. Ensuring that there is a balance between the needs of the research, the need to hear children's voices and the need to reduce the risk of harm. Children can face different types of differences that could be a barrier to their participation in research. By addressing these barriers, research can be opened up to wider social and cultural groups and this will improve the quality of the study. A complaints procedure should be in place when conducting any research. It should include a way of talking to someone who is not connected to the research, information about how children can make a complaint and the measures in place to ensure that their interests are adequately represented (NSPCC, 2023)
There is a wealth of research tools that researchers can use when conducting research with children in order to gain an understanding of children's perspectives, development and education. Research with children, especially very young people, should be creative in terms of the methods used and in ways that are appropriate to children's age and context. A variety of methods, rather than a single method, usually offers rich data and information about children's lives and goals (Palaiologou I, 2012). Obtaining informed consent must not be considered a one-off process; instead, it should be seen as an ongoing, two-way process using a method or methods of communication that the researcher, the child and any other parties understand. This will enable the participant to withdraw from the research process at any time if they wish. Children with SEN may be reluctant to tell the researcher that they do not wish to answer a question or that they no longer wish to participate (Palaiogou I, 2012).
In this context it is impossible to prescribe a correct ethical approach to obtaining consent and then collecting, interpreting and reporting data when working with young children with special educational needs. What can be suggested is a range of tools that can be used. However, throughout the research process, it is essential to triangulate the individual children's responses with those persons who know them best. A suitable method, originally developed with young children under five years of age, but also used with children with SEN, is the Mosiac method (Palaiogou I, 2012).  The basis for developing this method was to find methodologies that affected young children's strengths rather than weaknesses. A variety of visual and verbal methods are used to enable children to express their own opinions about their lives.
Validity is particularly important in quantitative research because it refers to how accurately a practice assesses what it is supposed to measure and produces results that are consistent with actual characteristics, variations, and properties in the physical or social world (Penn LPS, 2024). In early years education, ethics play a vital role in shaping the overall quality of care and education provided to young children. It means making ethical choices and decisions that prioritize the best interests of children and their holistic development. Ethics in early years education are important because they provide a framework for creating safe, nurturing and inclusive learning environments. When educators and caregivers adhere to ethical principles and understand their professional responsibilities, they create an atmosphere of trust and respect, where children feel valued and supported (teach kloud, 2023).
Ethical teaching stimulates intellectual curiosity and cognitive development in children. It encourages them to question, explore and understand the world around them, promoting critical thinking and problem solving abilities. Emotional well-being is another significant aspect. An environment that respects the child's feelings and ideas fosters self-confidence, self-worth, and emotional stability. Ethical education lays a strong Foundation for creating responsible, caring and civic citizens. The benefits of ethical early years education are not limited to the classroom but have profound long-term effects on the individual and society as a whole.
Observational research, while valuable, presents unique ethical challenges, primarily related to privacy, consent, and potential harm. Key issues include ensuring anonymity and confidentiality, obtaining informed consent when possible, and minimizing potential risks to participants, particularly when studying vulnerable populations. Observational research, a key methodology in communication studies, offers invaluable insights into human behavior, interactions, and social trends. However, it comes with its own set of ethical challenges, especially when the research involves covert observation or when subjects are unaware that they are being studied. This raises important questions about transparency, consent, privacy and dignity (Journalism University, 2024).
When observing researchers must decide how transparent they can be without influencing the behavior of the subjects. For example, when carrying out fieldwork in public places, researchers could advertise to individuals that they are being observed but do so in a way that does not change the group's behaviour. Respecting the privacy and dignity of participants is a cornerstone of ethical observational research. Researchers must be particularly careful when observing individuals or groups in sensitive or private settings, such as at home or in medical environments (Journalism University, 2024).
This information shows the importance of ethical considerations and why it is important that the researchers take ethical considerations into account when they conduct research with children. It is important because it ensures that safety, welfare and their rights are protected. In addition to that, researchers must reduce risks, obtain informed consent, and ensure that children's voices are heard. Ethical considerations are particularly important in observations as the researcher is with the children.

