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Introduction to Human Trafficking

Human trafficking involves the illegal trade and exploitation of humans for
reasons like sexual exploitation, forced labor, and domestic bondage (UK
Home Office, 2020).

Human trafficking is a serious crime that often goes undiscovered, with many
victims suffering in silence.

Data from the National Crime Agency (NCA) reveal the complexity and scope
of trafficking operations.




The Future of Human Trafficking in the U

*As the world becomes more connected, traffickers are expanding
digital tools to exploit vulnerable individuals. The increase in online
recruitment through social media platforms has become a growing co
(Carter, 2021).

*The UK has seen a shift in the patterns of trafficking, where traffickers t
Individuals for exploitation within the UK rather than for cross-border traffic
(Baker & Clark, 2023).

*COVID-19 has made more vulnerabilities for individuals, making th

to trafficking as economic pressures, which has probably grown




The Impact of Technology on Human
Trafficking

*Traffickers are now using hidden messaging apps like Telegram and WhatsApp to hide their
authorities (Wilson, 2022).
*Victims are multiplying, being recruited through job advertisements on online platforms, where they

reasonable work that later leads to exploitation (Harris, 2021).




Police and Government Strategy

*The Modern Slavery Act 2015 provides a legal framework to combat modern slavery a
trafficking in the UK (UK Government, 2015).
*The National Referral Mechanism (NRM) is in the UK's processing for identifying victims of
slavery and making sure they receive the necessary support (Home Office, 2021).

*The National Crime Agency (NCA) works nationally and internationally to stop trafficking ne



Law Enforcement Response: Tactics and

Developments
» Increasing partnerships between national agencies.

Border Force) .And international agencies (Interpol,
Europol) to share intelligence and improve enforcemen
(NCA, 2021).

» Specialised Human Trafficking Units within police for&e
focus on motivating investigation and victim support
Police, 2020).




Future Police Plans and Strategies

*There are plans to increase the use of Al and data rea

identify potential trafficking hotspots and criminals. (Hom
2022).

*Cross-border cooperation between UK and European auth
IS crucial to taking part in trafficking networks operating a\iros
borders (Eurojust, 2022).

*There Is a push towards adopting victim-centred appro

focus on the well-being and recovery of victims.




The Role of Public Awareness and Com

Action
» Awareness campaigns and community outreach play a

role In identifying potential victims and preventing trafficki
(UK Anti-Slavery Commissioner, 2021).
» Partnerships with NGOs and chatrities help provide long-ter
Improvement and to bring trafficking survivors together.
(Barnardo's, 2021)
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