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Dyslexia and other special circumstances

If you have any condition that you feel may affect your ability to deal with any part of the programme, please see the Candidate Handbook for further guidance. The University has a Student Services Unit that may be able to help but it is the learner’s individual responsibility to contact them. 






Competency Based Workbook 2 - Learner Workbook 


Guidance: 

· Your workbook must contain items 1 - 5 below (in the order given).
· You should use the pro-forma to insert your text within each section. 
· Note that this module has 2 components with each weighted at 50% of the overall 100% marks total.
· You should upload your completed document as a saved pdf file of this workbook; if this is not possible then a Word Doc file is acceptable. Do not send a scanned file from a photocopier, an apple.dot file, or a Microsoft publisher file as Turnitin will not be able to assess them, despite you being able to upload them.

Contents 

	Component 1
50%
	Area of Professional Practice 

	Word count

	Task 1
	Vulnerability and Risk
Evidence-based policing

	2000

	Task 2
	CHOOSE ONLY 1 OF THESE     'ADVANCED LEARNING AREA’ OPTIONS. IT SHOULD BE ONE THAT HAS BEEN AGREED WITH THE FORCE TO STUDY IN YEAR 2. 

	All options are 2000 words

	Task 2

Option 1 

Option 2

Option 3

Option 4

Option 5


	

Response Policing

Policing Communities

Road Policing 

Information and Intelligence

Conducting Investigations

	2000




	
	Bibliography
	

































Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER: 

This essay will reflect upon a policing incident of an offence under Section 1, Sexual Offence Act 2003 and my role as a Detective and a Sexual Offence First Responder. The victim in this sexual offence is vulnerable and defined by Section 17 (4) Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999 as automatically falling into this category (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2022). Within this essay, the details of the incident, the various approaches used to support the victim and the Police actions and strategies that were implemented and considering when conducting the initial investigation in relevance to the Criminal Procedure and Investigation Act 1996. The social and legislative context of Sexual Offences will be discussed throughout. Ethical behaviour stems from the values, beliefs and attitudes and knowledge that guide the judgement of each individual. Thus, I will deliberate upon my responsibilities, Police actions and decision-making process during the course of the investigation in relevance to the Codes of Ethics (College of Policing, 2014). In accordance to the standard detailed in the Code of Ethics, I will also reflect upon my responsibilities to the victim in this investigation and the principles that underpinned my behaviour, actions and communication in relevance to the Code of Practice for Victims of Crime (GOV.UK, 2021). Empirical research into methods and strategies when policing to tackle repeat victimisation and repeat offending will be explored. My reflection throughout this essay will utilised Gibb’s Model of Reflection (MindsTools, 2016).

The policing incident that I will reflect upon is a report of multiple historic rapes under Section 1, Sexual Offences Act 2003. The victim and the suspect in the case were husband and wife but have been separated for almost a year. The offences occurred during the course of their marriage of 30 years. My role in this investigation was the Officer in the Case and Sexual Offence First Responder.

The first phase of the initial investigation was to obtain the first account from the victim, in this case an initial account due to this report being a sexual offence. Within this account it is important to identify if an offence has occurred and if so, what is the offence and how it happened. When the offence occurred, where it happened. Importantly, who is the suspect; is this a stranger or a person known to the victim. As the Officer in the Case, I began to plan out a strategy and identify the scenes. From the initial information that was provided by the Police Control Room, I considered three crime scenes to be the offence location, the victim and the suspect. However, due to initial disclosure provided, these rapes are historic therefore all scenes are not within the forensic window. With this information, I built the rationale that an early evidence kit and a forensic medical examination at the Sexual Offence Referral Centre would not be required due to the victim being outside the forensic window. Therefore, it would not be proportionate to call out Crime Scene Investigators and deemed it not proportionate for intimate swabs to be obtained by a Forensic Medical Examiner from the victim due to the forensic window for a female being within 7 days. I considered as part of the suspect arrest strategy whether intimate penile swabs will be necessary to be obtained in custody. However, I rationalised that for a male any trace of forensic evidence would be lost due to the forensic window for a male is 72 hours (Dr Margaret Sark, The Faculty of Forensic & Legal Medicine, 2015).

Owing to this information, I attended to see the victim who I have already built a strong positive relationship with and level of trust as I was investigating the domestic related matter allegation that she has reported prior to the rape matter. Due to my prior knowledge, I was aware that there were no cultural or language barrier that prevented the victim from providing an initial account. Upon reflection, I began to risk assess the situation and rationalise the decisions I would have to make such as arresting the suspect. The immediate power I had known was Section 24 arrest without a warrant Constable power under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984). I remember feeling under a lot of pressure when I first arrived at the scene to protect the victim and make sure she received the necessary medical care.

In relation to a legislative context, in line with the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, domestic abuse is defined as any incident or pattern of threatening behaviour, controlling or coercive or violence, or abuse amongst those aged 16 years or over that are personally connected. This includes past physical violence, economic and emotional abuse. Whether or not this abuse is a single incident or a course of conduct. My initial action following the initial disclosure the victim made, is to take positive action necessary to ensure their safety. Thus, I conducted a thorough background search on the suspect in this matter for any warning markers or any intelligence on any UK database whether a similar allegation of a sexual nature has been made before. I was already aware that the suspect is on police bail with conditions for the domestic matter to safeguard the victim. 

    My next course of police action was to outline the investigation process of a sexual offence of this nature. I ensured that all steps conducted from this moment were in accordance with the Code of Practice for a Victim of Crime (GOV.UK, 2021). This guidance outlines the minimum requirement for services offered to victims of crime. I explained to the victim that I will be obtaining an initial account whereby she will explain what happened to her and the allegation she wished to report. Thus, I followed the first victim code by ensuring the victim could comprehend the information I was delivering. 

In relation to the legislative context, Section 1 Rape of a female over the age of 16 years in contrary to the Sexual offence Act 2003is defined as s person (A) commits an offence if he intentionally penetrates the vagina, anus or mouth of person (B) with his penis, B does not consent to the penetration and person (A) does not reasonably believe that B consents. Whether a belief is reasonable is to be determined having regard to all the circumstances, including any steps person (A) has taken to ascertain whether person (B) consents. Thus, when the victim explained what happened to her, I took steps through the questions I was asking to specific whether the vagina, anus or mouth was penetrated.  

    Nevertheless, I executed my police duties at this point in compliance with the Victim Code. Owing to the initial allegation stating that this occurred multiple times during the course of her 30 years marriage with the suspect, I ensured I clarified each occasion the orifices was penetrated and whether this was consensual or not consensual. I did this by listening to the victim and reiterating what she had disclosed and repeating what was said (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2022). I recognised that there was a large quantity of information I was providing the victim. I recognised it was important that I explained the process in simple terms while the victim was aware what this investigation will entail. I explained that the second phase of the investigation will provide the Police with more information about the crime the victim has reported. After the initial account I have obtained today, I explained that she will be asked to provide a formal stated called video recorded evidence in chief whereby they will be asked to recall the event in as much detail as possible, to help with the investigation. I ensured that the victim remained in control of the situation and knew that us Officers we are victim lead and we will only do what she is happy and consents to. I explained should she consent, this video recorded statement will be her evidence if this case does to court. The victim explained that she supported a police investigation but emphasised she feared giving evidence in court and having to face the suspect who had tormented her for many years during the course of her marriage. I paid careful attention to handling the situation sensitively in my communication. Thus, I provided a full explanation of the special measures outlined in the Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act of 1999 that are available to help the intimidated and intimidated witness in an effort to enhance the quality of their evidence. In terms of legislation, the victim in this matter is automatically granted special measures due to the offence being sexual in nature. The victim is automatically deemed as vulnerable in accordance to Section 17 (4) and Section 17 (1) of this act and is eligible for assistance by virtue of this subsection that the quality of evidence by the victim is likely to be diminished by reason of fear or distress in testing in the criminal proceedings. Thus, I explained to the victim that if the case does go to court, the video statement can be played in court instead of them having to give their account in person (Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999).

According to empirical research, crimes involving recurrent victimisation, such as stalking and racial harassment, as well as assaults, sexual offences in which the victim knows the offender, and crimes involving assault are more likely to result in the intimidation of witnesses. Additionally, some witnesses to other crimes might be in fear or anguish, needing protection and support to provide their best testimony. The Act also includes the following clauses designed to assist intimidated or weak witnesses to provide their best testimony, such as required witness protection against in-person cross-examination by the accused (Ministry of Justice, 2022). Evidence implies that females are at greater risk of sexual assaults. In the year ending in 2022 for example, the Crime Survey for England and Wales found that 86% victim of sexual offences recorded by the Police were females. For female victims of rape, the perpetrator was 46% most likely an intimate partner. With this research into repeat victims of sexual assault, I was able to safeguard the victim in this case by completing the Domestic Abuse, Stalking and Harassment, including Honour Based Abuse (DASH) model. By evaluating and managing risks, this risk assessment tool enables unambiguous intra- and inter-agency documentation and risk communication (Chan, 2012). Thus, safeguarding the victim and evaluate the possibility of repeat victimisation by repeat perpetrators (Roehl & Geurtin, 2000).  I kept in mind Article 5 of the Data Protection Act of 2018 and the GDPR throughout this process. I made sure to treat the personal data properly and legally (GOV.UK 2018); I understood that there was no legal prohibition against disclosing information if doing so would jeopardise the victim's safety or wellbeing.

My entire interactions and attitude as a first responder were to ensure I tailored my communication method considering the sensitivity of the crime being investigated. By operating in accordance with the Code of Ethics, I remained transparent and honest about the investigation and court process. As a result of my involvement in this occurrence, I can state that I was able to reflect the ethos of Victim Code and Code of Ethics and make fast track decision in the investigation line with the Authorised and Professional Practice guidelines (College of Policing, 2023). By adopting a calm, reassuring style of communication I was able to establish the main points of what happened to the victim. I started risk assessing the situation the moment that I was made aware of the circumstances of this sexual assault and continued throughout the investigation. I successful identified potential risks and made decision to minimise and manage them throughout the investigation and criminal justice processes. Upon reflection, I aim to develop my proportionate testing material gathered through enquires, including victim and witnesses account and use technical and scientific expertise to maximise evidential opportunities. Prosecutors and the criminal justice system will benefit from effective case management and disclosure to achieve positive results.
Word count: 2,017






Task 2

This is a reminder that this TASK 2 section is an opportunity for you to answer one question which should be relevant to the “advanced learning” area that you have chosen.  The advanced learning lecture that you choose to attend will assist you in answering this task. 



Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 

Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.
	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:





Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

[bookmark: _Int_iqtpDieQ]In regard to community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 












Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence toles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


















Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 

This essay relates to a sexual offence investigation in contrary to Section 1 Rape, Sexual Offence Act 2003. In contrast to Section 1 of the Sexual Offence Act 2003, this offence involves the intentional penetration of the vagina, anus or mouth with his penis without the complainant’s consent and the offender does not reasonably believe that the complainant consents (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2022). This offence is indictable with a maximum life imprisonment. The Criminal Law Act (1977) defines ‘indictable offence’ under Section 64 (1) as an offence which, if committed by an adult, is triable on indictment, whether it is exclusively so triable or triable either way. Within this essay, a critical evaluation will be evident in regards to the investigation process in line with the Authorised Professional Practice guidelines, and the rational for the fast-track actions that have utilised. I will reflect upon my actions, decision making and though process throughout the progression of the investigation using Borton’s Reflection Tool (ToolsHero, 2022).

A criminal investigation is defined by the Code of Practice and the Criminal Procedure (CPIA) and Investigations Act 1996 as an investigation carried out by police officers with the goal of determining whether a person should be charged with an offence or whether a person who has been charged with an offence is guilty of it (Ministry of Justice, 2015). As an investigator, I operated in the manner set by the CPIA 1996 to record, retain and reveal to the prosecutor material attained in the criminal investigation and which can be pertinent to the investigated, and related matter. The Police Act (1977) defines this matter as a ‘serious crime’ under Section 94 (3) due to the use of violence.

This policing incident led to a criminal investigation being instigated using a reactive approach. Reactive investigation can begin with either referral by other agencies, intelligences, re-investigation as a result of new information, a consequence of other police action or reports from the general public (College of Policing, 2023). In this case, the Control Room received a report from the mother of the victim. As the allocated investigator, I began to gather the relevant intelligence and material that the reporting person relayed to the call taker. A Sexual Offence First Responder has been designated to assist the victim by obtaining the first account from the victim and early evidence kit. I provided a strategy for the Officer detailing what questions needs to be asked for an initial account. For example, what happened, when did it happen, where it happened. Importantly, who is the suspect. It was important that both the victim and the suspect were in contact with different Officers to prevent cross contamination.

The initial circumstances as I knew from the First Responding Officer is that the victim is 17 years old and met the suspect on a dating app. They arranged to meet him for a drive and then they went back to a hotel with the agreement they would watch a movie together. It was in the hotel room whereby she was thrown to the bed, pinned down and the suspect had inserted his penis into her vagina forcefully without her consent. From this information, I took it upon myself to find out everything that is known about the victim from the First Responder and conducted background checks on the police database.  I accumulated a detailed description of the scene which I knew to be a hotel room in the City Centre that contained one double bed, a shower room, one window with one entry and exit. I began to conduct checks on the named hotel by utilising police databases and local intelligence. I recognised that the quality of the investigation, whether carried out in person or over the telephone, is a significant factor in gathering material that leads to the detection of crime. Thus, locate and gather material to ensure that no material is lost.

I operated in accordance to the Authorised Professional Practice Investigation guidelines by conducting an initial risk assessment the moment that I was notified the circumstance of the crime. As an investigator, I was constantly making decisions about the next course of action based on the information that was known to me and the time and was not known using the National Decision-Making model (NDM) (College of Policing, 2022). This model puts the Code of Ethics at the heart of every police decision-making making it the main priority for all police decisions. The NDM is made of six critical elements: The Code of Ethics, information, assessment, powers and policy, option, action and review. In relation to safeguard, preservation of life is the utter most priority. What I knew at this time was that the complainant was safe and well at home with her mother and did not have any injuries of note. What I knew at the time, the suspect did not know where the victim lived. However, what I did not know is the identity of the suspect apart from the first description and dating app username. Furthermore, whether he sustained any injuries as a result of the complainant fighting back. It was important to identify the suspect and safeguard him if he is in need of any medical attention. Furthermore, safeguard the public from a suspect unlawfully at large.	

College of Policing (2022) defines ‘the golden hour’ as the period immediately after an offence has been committed. HMICFRS (2023) states the concept that effective early action can result in securing significant material that would otherwise be lost in an investigation. I began to develop working strategies to conduct fast track actions. Fast track actions are defined as any investigative actions which, if pursued immediately, are likely to establish important facts, preserve evidence or lead to the early resolution of the investigation (College of Policing, 2022). The implications I noted is the loss of forensic evidence, passive data evidence and witnesses becoming untraceable. My rationale for developing a victim, witness, scenes and suspect strategy is to ensure all lines of enquires are identified to pursue, determine the objective of the enquires taking into consideration resources, priorities, proportionately and necessity. 

    One fast track action is to identify and preserve the scene to prevent cross contamination and preserve forensic evidence. With the information known, I considered three crime scenes to be the victim, suspect and hotel room (offence location). From the initial information, the material timeframe of the offence was between the hours of 1am to 8am.  The first scene is the victim, the offence was reported to the Police control room at 5pm on the same date. With this information, I built the rationale for the fast track action to maximise forensic potential at each scene, eliminate contamination concerns to allow for effective scene management, avoid cross-examination, and take a coordinated approach across all scenes. The victim was within the forensic window for non-intimate swabs to recover bodily fluid, cellular material, lubricant and other visible trace evidence, (e.g. soil) if incident has occurred within the preceding 2 days (48 hours). Furthermore, the recovery of these substance due to vaginal intercourse (even if condom had been used) within 7 days of the incident. I rationalised that it was important that the victim had undergone a forensic examination by a Forensic Examiner immediately due to the time sensitivity. I considered as part of the suspect arrest strategy, for intimate penile swabs to be obtained in custody. This will prevent the loss of any trace of forensic evidence due to the forensic window for a male is 72 hours (Dr Margaret Sark et al. 2015). The final scene is the hotel room, that was locked and preserved to maintain its integrity. Crime Scene Investigators were assigned to examine the scene but firstly it had to been determined whether there have been any guests who have stayed in the hotel room since the incident in order to obtain elimination DNA. Thus, all clothing/footwear belonging to the suspect and victim to be obtained. The thought process was the possibility of suspect traces within forensic opportunities in relation to fibres/DNA/blood semen. 

  I considered fast tracking the victims’ intimate swabs however rationalised it was not propionate or necessary due to the passive data that could be acquired. A fast track action was acquiring all documents the hotel held of the booking and CCTV to be gathered of when the victim and suspect entered to when the existed the hotel and potential witnesses. All that was known was the suspect’s name and first description. What information was required and obtained to start planning an arrest is the suspect’s full name, date of birth, all known addresses, vehicle associated and importantly backgrounds checks to be conducted for a warning marker linked to the suspect. My thought processes and the factors I have taken into consideration with the arrest strategy is to safeguard the general public, victim and witnesses due to being unlawfully at large.

    In legislative context, the powers and polices that were available were multiple. One being Section 24 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, provides a constable statutory power of arrest without a warrant involved in a criminal offence. The Criminal Law Act (1967) under section 3 details the use of reasonable force in preventing crime or in effecting or assisting the lawful arrest of the suspected offender unlawfully at large. The suspect’s mobile phone and clothing worn during the incident will need to be seized, Section 32 of PACE 1984, allows a Constable to search the arrested person at a place other than a police station. However, should these items not be found upon arrest, there is a power under Section 18 PACE 1984. Inspector authorises in in writing to enter and search the premises occupied or controlled by the suspect who has been arrested for an indictable offence. The reasonable grounds are to suspect that there is evidence relating to this offence, or to another connected or similar indictable offence on the premise. Officers can seize and retain anything found during this search (The Police and Criminal Evidence Act, 1984). The suspect’s rights under the Human Rights Act 1998 was taken into consideration. Although, as a Police Officer exercising a lawful arrest, this can be engaged and evoked. The necessity of this interference is vital due to the aim to safeguard the public and to prevent crime. This is justified in accordance to Article 5, ‘the right to liberty and security’, to detainee the suspect with good purpose (Human Rights Act, 1998). The necessity of arrest was built in line with Code G of The Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984).

The circumstance of the arrest, necessity was explained to the suspect in a language they understood. There were no language barriers. The suspect was conveyed to custody whereby his lawful detention and rights and entitlement was authorised and explained by a Custody Sergeant. Following the suspect being interviewed in line with Code C of PACE 1984, the suspect was provided with a list of support organisation due to the nature of the offence. I recalled from my previous conversation with the suspect he was Muslim. I discussed a curfew to allow him to attend religious prayers during the month of Ramadan while contemplating the bail conditions, taking this into consideration. I recognise that by engaging with the suspect, as an investigator this allowed the opportunity to integrate offender management is an effective approach which may prevent or reduce repeat offending (GOV.UK, 2015).

  Throughout this investigation, I remained impartial and afforded the suspect with the opportunity to provide any reasonable line of enquires he wishes to be investigated that can help his account. This was conducted as part of pre-charge engagement allowing any voluntary engaged between arties to an investigation after the first interview under caution (GOV.UK, 2022). I acted in like with the guidance detailed in the Authorised Professional Practice by pursuing all reasonable lines of enquires, whether these point towards or away from the suspect. In relation to the victims and witnesses, throughout the investigation and criminal justice process they were supported in accordance to their diverse needs, allowing them to give the best evidence. In terms of legislation, the victim is automatically granted special measures due to the being categorised under Section 16 of the Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999, as vulnerable by age or incapacity. Section 17 (4) of this act also applies due to being a victim of a sexual offence. In accordance to the Victim Code and Code of Ethics, I explained achieving the best evidence that video-recorded evidence-in chief is most likely to maximise the quality of the evidence from child witnesses. 

To conclude, I acted in line with the Authorised Professional Practice and CIPA 1996. I ensured I managed any risks and referred the victim to appropriate support services in public protection and victim support. For the suspect, a fitness to be released assessment was conducted before he was released from Custody. However, I found it difficult to manage community impact. Thus, I seek to develop managing the community and scene in future investigation due to this incident occurring in a public place and utilise the opportunity to use the Force press team.

Word count: 2,200
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