










Graveyard survey – St Peter’s Church, Lampeter
Comparison between the pauper’s graves (from the workhouse) and the high-status graves (the wealthiest of Lampeter in the 1800s)
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This survey will consist of a study into the economics and societal viewpoints of the people of Lampeter during the 19th century. This includes looking at the amounts of information on a gravestone and the forms of memorial chosen for different societal classes. This will work to illustrate the separation of class even in death, it is a distinct display of how the Victorians treated the lowest with little consideration and glorified the richest of their society. Overall, I surveyed 117 graves (90 paupers/workhouse graves and 27 high status graves) in St Peters graveyard. 
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Summary
To summarise, my survey intends to highlight how those with the least were barely recognised whilst those with the most were recognised through beautiful and detailed gravestones. The material, amount of information and type of gravestone used significantly differs between class groups as a display of wealth or the lack of.
Introduction
19th century views are very well presented in St Peters graveyard through the placement of the graves of the different classes and the size of the monuments. The pauper’s graves are all hidden in a corner of the graveyard bordered by bigger and richer graves to block their view from the path. This is a stark difference to the high-status graves which are very much displayed and intended to catch the eye of passers-by. This illustrates the Victorian idea of keeping the poorest of society out of sight and therefore out of mind and of promoting the richest openly. The wealthier of the society had plinth and table monuments to clearly display their importance and in one case at St Peters they have even placed metal fencing around the [image: ]family plot to separate them from the rest of the community. This is a map showing St Peter’s church and the surrounding graveyard which I am using in my survey (Google maps). This graveyard is gradually spreading backwards and has been in use at least as far back as the middle ages when a smaller chapel stood on the site. The graves I have used in this survey are mainly at the front of the church with the pauper’s graves being at the very front left corner. They were covered by bigger graves and blocked by a couple of trees. The higher status graves are more scattered around the graveyard but mainly at the front of the church as the back is the more modern expansion area. 
Methodology 
· Type of gravestone
[bookmark: _Hlk31116291]The type of gravestone is important for my survey as it is an indication of wealth and status. The cost of different styles of gravestone would have altered which type was ordered by who. The pauper’s graves from the workhouse were all marked with basic footstones instead of headstones as footstones are distinctly cheaper. This displays how even though the workhouse, council and the local people believed the paupers should be marked, none of them were willing to pay for headstones meaning they found the cheapest permanent markers available at the time. All of the paupers have identical markers whilst the wealthier of Lampeter society had table, plinth and traditional monuments to mark their place and passing. The most unique higher status grave was a family plot surrounded by iron railings, ‘Families went to great lengths to ensure that the eternal rest of their loved ones remained undisturbed.  Iron fences were erected around burial plots, and people were buried in double and even triple coffins.’ (Jupp, 1999).
· Material of gravestone 
The different materials used for the gravestones illustrates wealth or the lack of from person to person in the graveyard at St Peter’s. The gravestones are made of various different stones of differing strength and vulnerability to weathering. The stone was chosen due to its cost, its aesthetics and how hardwearing it is. ‘The opening of new cemeteries in the 19th century created new opportunities and large tombs and memorials became more affordable. A wider range of stones was also available.’ (Historic England). This could explain the variety of gravestone material and type due to the graveyards being virtually cleared at the beginning of the 19th century. The pauper’s graves were made of sandstone which is easy to engrave and relatively cheap meaning it would have been the best choice for the workhouse as it would have been cheap, easy and relatively easy to access. The higher status graves were a mix of slate, marble, balmoral stone, granite, portland stone and limestone. This variety of material illustrates the fact that even within the higher classes there was a varying level of income and willingness to spend on grave markers. The gravestones with several people on were generally grander and of better or more expensive stone, this alludes to the idea that even the rich had question over how much they were willing to spend on a gravestone for only one family member. 
· Condition of grave
The condition of the graves is not always an indication of economic and social standing as the material chosen for the gravestone effects its condition and ease of maintenance. The more expensive graves are in a better condition as a general rule but that is mainly due to the fact that the more expensive graves are more hardwearing and generally of a better quality meaning they will maintain themselves for a much longer period of time. The condition of graves can also be linked to family members maintaining the graves which, due to the fact these are 19th century graves, is unlikely at this point but if they were very well looked after by family in their time it would still affect the condition nowadays. 
· Iconography
Iconography only appears on the upper-class graves whilst the pauper’s graves are basic and only consist of a simple stone footstone. The iconography on the higher status graves makes them look more elaborate and more invested in, making it look as if they were more loved and favoured. However, this is not always the case, it is simply lack of money and in some cases family which has left the paupers of the workhouse with the most basic headstones. Some of the gravestones had borders around the inscriptions, crosses, flowers and books (possibly bibles) all illustrating different aspects of the individual’s life. This iconography makes the gravestones unique and personal giving more of a sense of who the person was and how they behaved in life. This helps them to be remembered more accurately and with more emotion. This is a stark contrast to the paupers who do not even have their full names in most cases and have absolutely no iconography. This makes their graves less personal and links to the fact that the person burying the paupers most likely did not know them or knew them only by name or number. This means you have no true sense of who they were or what their life was like other than the circumstances they fell into. One of the reasons for the different styles and iconography of gravestone may have been that ‘Before 1880, when funeral expression was limited, simple undecorated monuments were favoured, whereas after this date, complex decorated monuments became more common.’ (Sayer, 2011). This is not the main reason for the different styles but it is a contributing factor, at least for the higher status graves. 
· Age of death
The age of death is not recorded on any of the workhouse graves but is listed on all of the wealthier graves which I have included in my survey. This is due to the lack of information on the pauper’s graves overall as they only tell the initials and workhouse number of the individual. The high-status graves involved in this survey detail deaths of people from the age of 3 months and 3 days to 80 years old. This displays how an increase in money did not always save a family from the tragic loss of a child but if they survived childhood it did increase their chance of living to a good old age. 
· Class
Class is distinctly illustrated in life and in death. Your social standing decided every part of your life and your commemoration after death. My survey looks as much as possible at the extremes of 19th century society in order to study in depths just how unequal society truly was in Victorian Britain. There were not clearly defined classes in the 19th century but there was still clearly those in complete poverty and those who had the best possible within their communities. 
Lampeter workhouse 
[image: ]Lampeter’s new union workhouse was built in 1876-7 after the formation of the Lampeter Poor Law Union on 15th May 1837. The Poor laws were introduced to ensure that the poor were housed in workhouses, clothed and fed. This law was introduced in 1834 meaning all of the connections to the workhouse in Lampeter will be from here onwards but especially from 1876 onwards. This workhouse originally buried its dead unmarked but when the council took over the workhouse, they had to mark the [image: ]burials and moved the site of the graves to the graveyard at St Peters. The picture on the left is of the floorplans proposed for the new union workhouse in Lampeter which was built in 1876-7 and the picture on the right is of the exterior of the Lampeter workhouse (People’s Collection Wales). It was to house men, women and children who could not afford to live independently.
Results or findings 
[image: ]This is a picture of St Peter’s church and graveyard with the sites of the gravestones used in my survey marked on. The high-status graves are the blue dots whilst the workhouse graves are found within the black box.  The higher status graves are scattered across the graveyard but are still in vague groupings in front of and by the west door of the church. There are a few higher status graves bordering the pauper’s graves to separate them from the rest of the graves and block them into a corner. There is a clear pattern of the usage of different parts of the graveyard and some parts of the graveyard were clearly in use before an expansion back from the church. ‘The normal pattern would seem to be one continued use of the area south of the church, but a wider area becoming used for burial to the south, east and west. As the land began to fill up with memorials, the northern part and peripheral areas were used, and plots not marked with memorials were reused and infilled with later memorials’ (Mytum, 2003). The high-status graves were either to the south of the church, on the site of the medieval chapel just in front of the Victorian church or by the west door of the Victorian church. 
Evaluation
My evaluation of this survey will look critically into areas that I could have improved upon. I did not have a chance to look at any records for the workhouse graves meaning I could not find out their ages, names or years of deaths, limiting the amount of information I could gather from these gravestones. I also did not manage to look at records for the more prosperous graves meaning I was guessing at their status and wealth. A flaw to this was that the high-status graves may not have been high status in the community, they could have been relatively poorly off but somebody in the family had money and wanted to raise their position after death. I probably gathered too many workhouse graves; in hindsight I only needed a small amount of workhouse graves as the pattern was obvious very quickly, meaning I could have equalled out the number of workhouse and higher-class graves. I did not gather my data systematically, I simply stopped whenever I found a grave which looked to fit my survey. I could have looked for a middle ground in the data (a middle class) but that would be hard to identify as a middle class only emerged midway through the 1800s. 
Conclusion 
In conclusion, as in life there were extremes between those within poverty and the richest in society in the graveyard. It became rapidly clear that even without knowing each person’s circumstances, you could gather their prospects from their graves as there were such distinct differences between the graves of the rich and the poor. However, not everything that made up the graves and the people could be taken into account within the boundaries of this survey meaning there is probably some information which would affect the survey is not able to be discussed. 
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