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As K-Pop has grown, this market can serve as your side gig but also your mainstream
gig considering the case of BTS and others acts who are signed to US labels.

1. Understanding of your competition

e International: We receive demos from writers including Grammy winners and
mainstream writers. The major labels are definitely getting better quality demos
from all around the world and also get demos from in-house domestic writers. ®

e Domestic: Most of the labels work with domestic writers who understand this
market better and are easier to work with as they are fully committed. If there
are mediocre songs for album tracks, labels will prefer to use domestic writer’s
songs due to the lower production fee.

e This is a competitive market so there’s no easy bucket over here.

2. "On Brief” type of song

e |It's actually hard to get an “on brief” song because most of the submissions
are 1) not exactly tailor made to the brief, 2) not targeted to this market, and
also most importantly 3) not suitable to the act. Just because you made a
song for Selena Gomez, that doesn’t mean it will get placed for K-Pop who
wants Selena’s vibe.

e The label may or may not know what they want. For instance, an act who
sells 300K album units never follows their briefs when you see their singles.
Even if you deliver what they wanted, that demo may not be selected. ®

e |f you make a tailor made song, it has to be “very” suitable to the act based
on the reference. The labels know if the demo is targeted to the act or not.

3."l-am-the-brief” type of song
e Normally our singles are not based on the briefs. This is a way of outsmarting
the labels knowing what your customers want and providing the right
solution to them. We create an “Other Suggestions” folder and this gets
more cuts than the reference based submissions.



e |It's like falling in love with somebody at first sight so we know right away

within 5 seconds (well this applies to most of the submissions).

4. Hit formula
* Most of the mainstream songs are more vibey when K-Pop is about a sure

hook.

Also, some mainstream songs can be mom's organic home cook when K-

Pop is about fast food.
For uptempo songs, the energy should never go down in the middle.

Below is just an example of JYP's K-Pop hit ‘Dalla Dalla’ recorded by ITZY
which exceeded 188 million views. This market requires more production
and sections than the mainstream.

MV https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pNfTK39k55U
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Breakdown 8-bar intro 8-bar verse (same music as intro with
heavier beat) 8-bar pre-chorus (chords/pads come in)

Buildup / Never lose the energy 8-bar chorus HUGE
DIFFERENCE (1) 1-bar drop/pause

8-bar post/BIG chorus (same music as intro/first verse) (2) 4-bar
verse beat change (Electro-styled)/rap breakdown

4-bar verse beat change (Trap-styled)/rap breakdown

8-bar pre-chorus (chords/pads come in)

8-bar chorus

1-bar drop/pause

8-bar bridge (different chord change/progression)

8-bar verse beat change (Electro)/rap breakdown

different from before 1-bar drop/pause/clock count off

8-bar chorus 1-bar drop/pause

8-bar post/BIG chorus (same music as intro/first verse but with
Electro-styled beat from verse

There has to be change of pace and one lead instrumental
shouldn’t drag the whole song for the whole track (gets repetitive
and this is where edits/rework are required)



She is the strongest female act dance performance wise who's VERY strong on the
digital charts.

e 25% writer share allocation for local adaptation require
e It's very important to understand this act’s previous two singles below
e Suitable for dance performance and a sure hook are must-have elements

[KEY RANGE]
- Top — D# (Chest Voice)

[SONG CONCEPT & REFERENCE]

—_—

. Single
Trendy sound
* Dance performance is very crucial

* Maintaining the previous two singles’ concept with maturity
* ‘Snapping’ https://youtu.be/SxhPskMuhus

o "HM 12A]" https://youtu.be/L15ZZXIn56M

* Reference

1 DANCE

¢ Tiésto, Mabel ‘God Is a Dancer’ https://youtu.be/jnwDkVob6DxA

* Daddy Yankee + Katy Perry ‘Con Calma’ https://youtu.be/ImCEZhb-z-Q
* Camila Cabello ‘Should've Said It https://youtu.be/he GyMSpkGES

* Normani ‘Motivation’ https://youtu.be/FKXSh14svIOQ

2 R&B

¢ Kiana Ledé ‘Bouncin’ https://youtu.be/50mzcbézPmk

ABIR ‘“Tango' https://youtu.be/Nd-kL7Txgpk

2. Album tracks
e Reference
* Lolo Zouai ‘Moi’ https://youtu.be/hBY2xsS w8A
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