Identify the religious rituals your family must perform before and during the wedding and explain their religious significance.
I will be identifying the religious rituals a family would have to perform prior to and during a wedding in classical Athens. I will be explaining the religious significance of these rituals. I will be discussing the proteleia, the ritual bathing and the anakalupteria.
Prior to marriage the it was custom for women to give offering to various gods, this was known as the proteleia that would be overseen by the female priest of Athena Polis[endnoteRef:1], in this offering of toys would usually be made to Artemis, this was to signify the transition from childhood into womanhood[endnoteRef:2]. Offerings would be made to Athena as gratitude for finding a husband or to Hera, I assume however that in Athens, Athena would be favoured[endnoteRef:3]. Part of the offering given would also be locks of hair[endnoteRef:4]. Much of the sources Dillon uses come from a collection of writing found in Alexandria, little is known of who wrote them and therefore the source is weak in this regard. However, this part of text shows us the types of offering and how the gods were worshiped. Aphrodite Ourania was also associated with marriage in Athens[endnoteRef:5]. An inscription on a treasury box found in Athens tells us that offerings need to be made to this goddess, who is associated with fertility in marriage.[endnoteRef:6]  [1:  Dillon (2002)]  [2:  Dillon (2002)]  [3:  Dillon (2002)]  [4:  Anth. Pol 6.277]  [5:  Dillon (2002)]  [6:  Dillon (2002)] 

The ritual bathing took place on the morning of the day of the wedding[endnoteRef:7]. The water would be poured from a ‘loutrophoros’ which was a vase used specifically for this ritual and for funerals[endnoteRef:8], the water would also have had to have come from a specific source. Mason speculates a few reasons this could be. One of these is that the water was supposed to enhance the fertility of the bride, while another was that it was to protect the woman as she transitioned from ‘parthenos’ to ‘nymphe’[endnoteRef:9] As Mason is relying on several ancient sources he cannot give a definitive answer. It is also possible that the purpose of the bath could have changed over time. [7:  Mason (2006)]  [8:  Oxford dictionary ‘Art, Funerary’]  [9:  Mason (2006)] 

The anakalupteria, was the final major ritual of the wedding, this was the lifting of the veil and it is said to represent the final transfer of the bride over to the husband’s family[endnoteRef:10]. It is however a debated subject weather or not the unveiling took place before or after the wedding ceremony.  Mason however mentions that two ancient writers, Hesychius and Pherekydes agree that the unveiling took place on the third day of the wedding[endnoteRef:11]. While the anakalupteria was not of most religious importance it was still considered to be one of the most pivotal moments of the entire wedding. [10:  Mason (2006)]  [11:  Mason (2006)
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Marriage held much significance for the Greeks, therefore it was important from them to perform these rituals and traditions. There are many arguments and varying sources describing these rituals however due the varying beliefs and cultures in Classical Greece at the time it is not possible to be able to find a definitive answer.




