Piaget VS Vygotsky: Analysis

Piaget's Four Stages of Cognitive Development
Piaget believed parents should not interfere in the child's free exploration of the world, because children developed through their own activities.
	Sensory Motor Period (0 - 24 months)

	Stage & Approximate Age      
	Characteristic Behaviour

	Reflexive Stage (0-2 months)
	Simple reflex activity such as grasping, sucking. 

	Primary Circular Reactions(2-4 months) 
	Reflexive behaviours occur in stereotyped repetition (i.e. opening and closing fingers repeatedly) 

	Secondary Circular Reactions 
(4-8 months)
	Repetition of change actions to reproduce interesting consequences (i.e. kicking feet to push over a teddy) 

	Coordination of Secondary Reactions (8-12 months) 
	Responses become coordinated into more complex, and actions begin to have intent (i.e. reaching for something) 

	Tertiary Circular Reactions
(12-18 months)
	Discovery of new ways to gain same result or goal (i.e. pulling a pillow to reach a toy resting on it) 

	Invention of New Means Through Mental Combination (18-24 mths)
	Evidence of an internal representational system or using a problem-solving sequence; increased imitation. 

	The Preoperational Period (2-7 years)

	Stage & Approx Age 
	Characteristic Behaviour

	Preoperational Phase
(2-4 years)
	Increased use of verbal representation but speech is egocentric (‘I’, ‘Me’). The beginnings of meaningful as well as simple motor play; transductive reasoning (i.e. ‘If A causes B today, then A always causes B’); Can think about something without the object being present (using language)

	Intuitive Phase 
(4-7 years)
	Speech becomes more social, less egocentric; intuitive grasp of logical concepts (in some areas); still a tendency to focus attention on one aspect of an object while ignoring others; Concepts formed are crude and irreversible; Easy to believe in magical increase, decrease, disappearance; Reality not firm; perceptions dominate judgment. 

	Period of Concrete Operations (7-12 years) 
Characteristic Behaviour:

Evidence for organized, logical thought; ability to perform multiple classification tasks, order objects in a logical sequence, and comprehend the principle of conservation; thinking becomes less transductive and less egocentric; capable of concrete problem-solving; some reversibility now possible (quantities moved can be restored such as in arithmetic: 3+4 = 7 and 7-4 = 3, etc.) Child evidences class logic-finding bases to sort unlike objects into logical groups (previously this would have been sorted by superficially perceived attributes i.e. colour); Categorical labels such as "number" or animal" now available.

	Period of Formal Operations (12 years and onwards) 
Characteristic Behaviour:

Thought becomes more abstract, incorporating the principles of formal logic; ability to generate abstract propositions, multiple hypotheses and their possible outcomes is evident; thinking becomes less tied to concrete reality; formal logical systems can be acquired (i.e. proportions, algebra); Prepositional logic (i.e. as-if and if-then steps)



Vygotsky and MKOs
Vygotsky saw the child functioning most successfully in a world surrounded by More Knowledgeable Others (anyone with a higher understanding than the learner or child – adults, other children, even computers), because knowledge is socially constructed. Interaction with MKOs confirm and validate a child’s knowledge of the world. 
Child logic develops only along with the growth of the child's social speech and whole experience ... it is through others that we develop into ourselves
Lev Vygotsky
At first, the child needs considerable help from the adult, who provides almost all the cognition and knowledge needed to complete a task. Then, as soon as the child becomes more familiar with the situation, the adult can then begin to take a back seat. 
He theorised that learning occurs within the Zone of Proximal Development. The ZPD is the distance between a student’s ability to perform a task under guidance collaboration and the student’s ability solving the problem independently. He also believed that playing – particularly imaginative play - is very important for children under the age of seven.

Vygotsky and Language
[bookmark: Cultamps][bookmark: Language]Language is extremely important. It is through instinctive desires to communicate that children progress – through conversations with adults and trying to understand what is being said. A child’s relationship to language passes through a number of stages. 

Piaget had referred to this early form of speech - where the child talks to herself - as egotistical, implying that the child is unable to use speech to interact with others. For Vygotsky, this speech is social - it is a way of using a tool that has been learnt from others.
[bookmark: ZPD]
Activities 

What is each theorist most likely to believe is best for a child in each situation?

	Situation/Need
	Piaget
	Vygotsky

	What constitutes a good parent? 
	




	

	What would be the perfect classroom lesson for children?
	




	

	What is the best way for children to shape their world?
	




	

	What role does language have in development?
	




	

	Where does intelligence come from? 
	



	


 

	What are your comments or thoughts on Piaget’s theories?













	What are your comments or thoughts on Vygotsky’s theories?












Critique both theories from the following points of view:

Piaget

	From Point of View of:
	Good Aspects of Theory
	Bad Aspects of Theory

	Child
	





	

	Parent
	





	

	Educator 
	





	




Vygotsky

	From Point of View of:
	Good Aspects of Theory
	Bad Aspects of Theory

	Child
	





	

	Parent
	





	

	Educator 
	





	




What conclusions did you reach? Is it possible to decide a ‘winner’? 

Stage 1



Until about 2 yrs child does not possess language, but uses vocal activity as a means of social contact and emotional expression. 


Stage 2


Child uses language with simplified forms, which are not directly linked to problem solving.


Stage 4


This form of conversation - talking to oneself - appears to go stop but in fact has become internalised - it is what we call 'thought'. Child then approaches adulthood through the deeper understanding of words and of language. 


Stage 3





Language becomes a problem-solving tool - children talk to themselves as they try to accomplish a task or use their fingers for counting upon. 









