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737 On the last great day of the feast, J;sus stood and cried out, “L ¢
anyone who is thirsty come Gl and drink. 38 The one Who believeg i,
me, even as the Scripture says, Out.o.f his t.yelly will flow rivers °f1iving
wa;er.’” 1 He said this about the Spirit, which thpse who believed in Him
were to receive; for the Spirit had not yet been given,? because Jesus wag
not yet glorified.

4 When they heard these words, some of the people said, “Thjg i
truly the prophet!” 41 But others said, “This is the Messiah.” And others
said, “But the Messiah doesn’t come from Galilee, does he? 42 Doesp’t
the Scripture say that he is from the seed of David and that he comes from
the village of Bethlehem, where David was?” 43 So there was a division
among the crowd about him. 44 Some of them wanted to seize him, but
no one laid a hand on him.

45 The servants went to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said, “Why
didn’t you bring him?” 46 The servants answered, “No one ever spoke
like this man!” 47 And the Pharisees answered, “Are you also deceived?
48 Has any one of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in him? 49 This
crowd, which doesn’t know the law, is cursed.”

50 Nlc.odemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier, and who was one of
g:enl\}; said tho thgm, s1 “Our law does not judge people without first giv-

g them a hearing to find out what they are doing, does it?” 52 And they

responded, .“Are you also from Galilee? Search, and you will see that no
prophet® arises from Galilee ™
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existat this time, including these: (1) “The (1 loly)§
 and many others); and (2) “The Holy Spirit wa
jifficult reading in the. text best explains the ori
rightly by thcm\’/am:jntim B ar;'d elsewhere,
b, Here P reads ho prop étés (“Search and se ; :
Galilee”); but this reading is not widely attested a;i]l::g:;hl:cp(;:)f ':;‘l:? ::Tll'f) tiso Tang
of 7:52 (prophétés) to the reading /o prophées at 7-4¢. i

iri y

PIntwas not yet given [dedomenan)”
8 nnl»ycl upon them” (D*), The more
gin of the others, but it is understood

ation

l7:37__39] The gctlon now moves from the middle of the feast to th las
day of the celebration of Tabernacles,!43 According to the Mish;xah0 i a*}:
of the seven days gf Tabernacles the priests filled a golden vessel w'it(;nn“(/:atc
from the pool of Siloam (cf. 9:7) and then poured it over the altar (m Suki eI;
4:9-10).'4* Although John makes no explicit mention of this water .libatioan
the water ceremony of Tabernacles provides a backdrop for the introductior;
of Jesus’ invitation to all who are thirsty to come to him and drink so that the
will never thirst (4:13-14; 6:35). ]

A quotation from Scripture explains Jesus’ invitation (7:38). Depending
on how one punctuates the sentence, the quotation could be attributed to Jesus
(as in the present translation) or to the narrator. But the citation does not
correspond to any known Scriptural text (so also John 6:31). There are Old
Testament passages that speak of water flowing out of a sanctified Jerusalem
and/or the temple within it (Zech 13:1; 14:8; Ezek 47:1-12; Joel 3:17-1 8) as
well as from the rock in the wilderness given to quench the thirst of the Isra-
elites (Exod 17:6; Num 20:8-11; Pss 78:16, 20; 105:41; Isa 48:21; Neh 9:15,
20). But no biblical text has the phrase “rivers of living water” or pictures the
water flowing from within a person.'*> From whose “belly” do the “rivers of
living water” flow?!4¢

Some translations and interpreters render Jesus’ invitation thus: “Let the
one who is thirsty come to me, and let him drink, whoever believes in me. As
the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.””!¥’

143. According to some sources, the festival lasted seven days (Deut 16:13, 15; Lev 23:34;
Ezek 45:25); but it was followed by a “holy convocation,” a day of rest, on the eighth day (Lev
23:36, 39) so that it is also called a festival of eight days (2 Macc 10:6; Josephus, Ant. 3.245, 247,
m. Sukkah 4.8). In the Mishnah, some rites of Tabernacles are celebrated for seven days, and some
for eight; since the water libation is performed seven days, John apparenty identifies the seventh
day as the “last day” of the feast.

144. The water libation is not mentioned outside rabbinic sources.

145, In several passages in Isaiah, God gives water to the thirsty (43:20; 44:3, in which God
gives water and spirit; 55:1).

146. On koilia in 7:38, Levison (2009, 372-78) compares the cave of Gihon, the source of the
waters in the pool of Siloam, and the “cavity” of the human body from which the living water flows.

147, E.g., NRSV, CEB, NEB; Beasley-Murray 115-16; R. Brown 1966, 319; Keener 1:728-29;
Lincoln 2005, 254-57; D. Moody Smith 1999, 174.
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PR iven” (lit through them.
Spirit because (1) the Spirit hgd not }):et beteI: gl\:‘:s (le., fwas not yer»), % Sings A is ol
(2) Jesus had not yet been glorified. These statements point forward tq g, time with right judg

of the giving of the Spirit, the Paraclete (14:26), after the death of Je,

: us rightly either.
150 Gince the Old Testament speaks of the Spirit of G ang g

i i ion. . - d acy but in fact do
?Iis tﬁioilviiﬁ;’ John’s statem.ent that “the Spirit was not_ yet” must refer tf)tlt;,lz Lt
particular giving of the Spirit as the I"argclete to bea.r witness to Jesus, call hip, Messiah. But
to remembrance, and to teach the disciples after his departure (14:26: | S0 e cxcwid”
16:13-15). For those reading the Gospel, the passages about the Spirit are State: \44_5;\ <
ments of their present reality: after J esus’ death and resurrection, the Spirit hag and Pharise:
been given, and all that the Gospel has promised would happen through the servants to
Spirit is now coming to fruition. : : his teac;“\n?

[40—44] Once again, Jesus’ teaching and claims lead to a “division” e el:
(7:43). There are different assessments of him (prophet, Messiah), oppos- ‘::f:“zg;‘:e’
ing responses of belief and unbelief, and efforts to arrest and to defend hin ing ’to Dei

Oddly, here the crowd raises an objection to Jesus’ messianic status—he

comes from Galilee rather than Bethlehem—that seems flatly to contradict fgﬁgges
their earlier contention that “when the Messiah comes, no one will know it is preci
where he is from” (7:27). But these objections share one thing: in neither suggestic
case do the people know that Jesus comes ultimately from God. Therefore, who knor
any attempt to deny who he might be by means of appeal to geography or his of the la:
himself
148.1n 7:38, the disputed sentence reads: “The one who believes [ho pisteudn] i s emel, R P
: pisteudn) in me [eis
.. . out of his bglly lek tés koilias autou) will flow rivers of living water.” This reading takes the 1
g;?::'; ;’é;;’e“v'" :he phrase ek .rés koilias autou as referring to the subject of the sentence, ‘The & “:\?\‘c. :
7 auc :_i-e l;;ll ;«: nl:le object of belief (Jesus); see K3, RSV, TNIV, EsV; Barrett 327; Caner R i
s Fee; $ 463-65; Talbert 148 s :
149. Michaels 465, X \ itis unli!
150. See Excursus 9: o

“The Holy Spirit in John.”
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ins “from below™ fails to grasp hig jqen: b
5ins “from : B > ldentity, which : _
rliccl to Jesus’ ultimate origins. ' John is known with
res

If Jesus is from Bethlehem'S!in Judeq e

7.14; Gen 49:9-10: . Jud. 21.2; 24.5; the Ty,
ﬁ;r John, would not fxplam the kind of Messiah tha Jesus is; he js the Messiah
pd “King of Irael” 35 the Son of God (1:49; 11,77, Jo'g ;3 2 20:31)
ih ose who followed in the line of David were Expos

eckoned by God ag “sane”
knew God as “father” (2 Sam 7: 12-14). In John y S0 A

» Jesus is not Jike 5 son of God;
ne is the (only) Son of God (3:18) who comes from above and whe knows God

as his “own Father.” John’s citations of and allusions to varioys passages of the
0ld Testament regularly shov'v.how Jesus can be understood by analogy with
various biblical figures or entities, even if he Surpasses what is promised in or
through them. :

Since it is clear that those who dispute that Jesys is the Messiah do not judge
with right judgment (7:24), they have not assessed the

matter of Jesus’ origins
rightly either. Earlier they had claimed to know where he comes from (7:27)

put in fact do not know that he actually comes “from above,” from God (3:31;
7:28). Here they claim to know that Jesus is from Galilee and so cannot be the
Messiah. But they err in that judgment as well, and so there is a “division in
the crowd.” : '

[44-52] Such division also runs through the ranks of the “chnf:t.“ priests
and Pharisees” (cf. comments on 1:24; 7:32; 11:47). These guthontleg send
servants to arrest Jesus, who return wi.thout him, all the while mawgl}ng at
his teaching. At least one Pharisee, Nlcodemus, defends Jesus, desiring to
hear and learn what he does (v. 51). Nicodemus had first come as an ea’ger but
uncomprehending inquirer (v. 50; 3:1-21); now he appears as Jesus advg-
cate, contending that the law demands for Jesus to be ‘l‘l'eard (y. 5 l)’., Acgor -
ing to Deuteronomy, judges appointed by God are to “judge justly (krma;e
dikaios, Deut 1:16 Lxx; cf. 19:16-18), even a§ Je.sus hz?s.exh(‘)rted t;z ECO];;
to judge with “right” or “just” judgment (tén dtka:an. krisin krmertj., 'der),;us’s
it is precisely on the basis of the law thé.lt thg Pharisees spurnth l;?lthorities
suggestion, claiming that those who believe in Jesus are notth eiri i
who know the law, but the crowd that does not ('vv. 48—'49).4[;1 be . fx:]a Fias
of the law, these crowds are led astray or deceived (7.1% ) rz e
himself has never studied the law (7:15).‘As .careful of setrl\]/eem i
the Pharisees know it well, assuming that it will speak for

i ill come from Bethlehem

I51. The likely reference here is Mic 5:2, speaking of tht;] 0?\; ev;':i(; ;w:f sodaioten

1o “rule in Israel”; the Targum on Micah specifically names the 2 john’i( b b BB

the tradition of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem is not found clsewhegeri g Sz
itis unlikely that John would introduce an objection from the Scrip

. ; : sus.
be answered, since the Scriptures bear witness to Je



